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The Plain Township. Board' of Trustees met in regular session at 6:30p.m. at the ,Fire Station, 9500 
Johnstown Road, New Albany, OHA3054·. · 

Ms. Mollard called the m'eeting to order. Ms. Mollard Jed the Trustees in the Pledge of Allegiance . 
to the flag. 

Roll Call : Members Present: Kerd Mollard, Jill Beckett-Hill and. Hans Schell. Others present: 
Fiscal Officer Bud Zl:\ppitelli, Township Administi·ator Ben Collins, Chief Connor, Assistant Chief 
Ecleberry, Maintenance Supervisor Bob Pharris, EMS Coordinator Brad Essick, and Finance 
Officer Courtney Rogers. Visitors present: Larry Potter. 

ADDITIONS OR .CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

Resolution F2 wilL be moved to after Fiscal on the agenda 

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS 

Ms. Mollard n1ad·e a motion to pay the pending w.arrants in the amount of $458,932.16. 

Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote.: All Aye. (Resolution 26060301). 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Ms. Mollal·d made a motion to approve'the May 20, 2026 Board of Trustees Regular Meeting 
minutes. Mr. Scheltseconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 26060302) · · 

NEW ALBANY CITY COUNCIL LIAISON- MIKE DURIK 

Mr Dur1k was 110t in attendance. Ms. Mollard thanked everyone who attended the 
groundbreaking ceremony.: C01mcil Members Durik, Schull, and Bris)<, as well as Mayor ·· 
SpaldirJg, City Manager Joe Stefanov, and the Plain Local Sch9ol District partners. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mr. Potter. explained that the Boy Scout and Cub Scout charter organization; Franklin Church, 
decided not to continue scouting at the beginning of the year. All Saints Episcopal Church will 
become the charter o ~ganiz:ation. They are also going to add ~- girl's troop. The number of 
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me'mbers has dropped eluting. the transition. Mr. Potter advised that. the Wreaths Across America 
date has been-set for December 19, 2026. Mr. Potter presented a. certificate of commendation to 
the Plain Townshi'p Fire ,Station in r.ecognitiop of exemplary patriotism in the display of United 
Stafes of America flag. Mr. Potter also read an ·abbreviated: version .of the Declaration of 
Independence in celebration of the 2501h anniversary. · 

ADMINISTRATOR 

Mr. ·Collms askec! Mr: Pharri.s if the township has any Revolutionary War veterans at Maplewood 
Ceuwtery. Mr .. Pharri~ repl'ied that he thinks there are one or two veterans at the. township 
cemeteries. Mr. Collins would fike to identify any veterans and, recognize them as part ofthe 
Ohio 250 anniversary cel~bl'atio.ns,. 

Mr: {-:: oll'ins reported that all sales at the poo! are up ovet' last year. The first 8 days of the pool 
being open were a wash with t~e rainy weather. · The mc:tinte~ance . staffare making repairs tq·the . 
pool umbrelias; 'The township ordered a new large umbrella and is looking to get the others 
repaired . Thi.!. vendor thit is goirig to repair the· umbrellas also thinks he can make thenl. ' 

The intergov~rnmental agreement, with Franklin Soil and , Water Conservation District needs to 
be am~nded to in~ lude a reinibursement f<;>r invasive species,replacement. 

The Scilid Waste Consortium sent their contract out fat: bids earlier this year. Rumpke was the 
on ly cotnpany that eame back with a · reasonable bid . . It is a 16% increase over the current rate 
that wilt be ·locked in f(Jr 5 years, 

The S"ate Route 605 and Walnut Street roundabout is now o·pen. Ne\v Albany is still \Vaiting foi· 
their comrador .to schedule paVing work .. 

Healthy New .Albany was awarded a $450,000 grant for the new pantry from the State Capit~l 
Budget. program . Plain;Towo~hip has donated a book of20 pool passe~ to the food·pantry . 

' . . 

Ms·. Bcckett~Hiil inquire:d ·aboutthe large pow~r '!ines that AEP is installing along Bev~lhymer 
Park ~nd Walnut Street. Mr.. C,e llins explaiil'ed that it is not a city of New Albany project. It is 
p~11·t of the . new substation and ·transmission line upgrade t)lat .is state regulated. 

Mr. Collins co.ngratulated Chief Connor and Assistant .Chief Ecleberry on a wonderful 
groundbreaking e~ent and thanked then1 for pl'anning it. He also thanked th? maintenance staff 
forgetting ev.erything set up ar)d .tearing it down. 

' . . 

Ms . .Beckett-Hil)' l!lad·e a, Mption to pass Resolution No. 260603AL 

Whereas,. the P,lain Township Buard of Trustees has ap_proved a pool management contract 
extension, including opeiting and closing, with SwimSafe-Pool Management, Inc.'. for the 
2026 pool ~cason, in the amount of $:,245,~73 out of fund 2171-61.0-53060 (Pool- Contracts). 

Be it. resolved, to set ~tside and pay 1the July pool management payment·in the amount of 
$49~076 from fund 2171 .. 610 .. 53Q60'(Pool-· Con-tracts) accortlitig to the attached schedule. 

Ms; Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye. 
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l\fs. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 260603A2. Be it resolved, fhat the 
Board of Trustees hereby approves an amended int~rgovernmental agreement with tl)e 
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District for the provision of technical and 
educational services for the calendar year 2026-as detaile~ in the attached agreement, in 
order-to comply with the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination ~ystem permit then in 
effect, and authorizes the township administrator to execute this agreement for and on 
behalf of the Board of Trustees of Plain Township and to authorize payment to the 
Frad klin Soil and \\1ater Conser·vation District for the, 2026 calendar year up to $2,670 for 
services, up to an. additional $500 in streamside resident incentives., and up to $3,000 in 
invasive specie-s replacement inc.~ntives, to be paid out offund 1000-110-53060 (Gener~l ·­
Contractual Services). Mr. Schell seconded th~ Motion. Vote: All Aye. 

Mr. -Schell made a .Motion to pass Resolution No. 260603A3. B~ it resolved, to buy back 
one (ngrave lot at Maplc\vood Cemetery from Nancy Greenwald, for One Thousand 
Dollars· ($1000.00), from line 05-A~12 {(:emetery- Other), which reflects the original 
purchase price of $1000~). Ms. Beckctt-Uill seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye. 

J'v [r. Collins repo.rted' that there. have been sorhe-cot,nplaints about tall grass.at a couple -of 
properties th_at wet:e purchased by investors .. The township is reaching out to th~m .. There is a 
property. on Morse R9ad that a fence company is utilizing. They requested a permit fen: a fence, 
a11d said it was' fbr personal reside.ntfal use, but Mr. Collins has questions about the nature of the 
use . The township is monitoring it. ' . 

AnL)ther .. property on Morse Road received a temporary permit for a driv~way to access the 
property because there was no existing farm access. This is the property th'}t intends to apply for 
zOt1 ing for a soccer facility. The owners are evaluating whether a traffic study; will be required. 

A smal-l neighborhood off Lee Road is adjacent to the Ml Homes Walnut Woods development. 
Since MI Homes installed a retention basin, one o(the residents has experienced an inundation 
of storm .water. Mr. Collins said that he will reach out to Ml Homes. 

ROAD/MAINTEN;\.NCE 

Mr. Pharris reported thatthe new truck is in,' b_ut all the parts are nc'Jt available·. 
' - ' 

Maintenance staf1' fixed the heater a! the pool. It reg1.1ired a new board that ~;as not co;vered by 
waiTanty ., The winch on one of the big umbrellas was .repaired andthe cranking levers on two of 
the cantilever ·umbrellas were refurbished. 

There have been three thnerals since the last board ineeting. JV[aintenance staff have been 
keeping tip on mowing. 

, I 
. I 
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Chief Connor r~portcd tbat the preconstruction meeting-is scheduled for June 22, 2026. Once the 
Notice tq Proceed document is signed, the clock starts for the 12-month. ccmstruction time I in e. 
Chief Com10r reported· that runs are pi·~king up. Two days th is week, the department had 16 and 
·13 r~ms each. 

All tht new hires, full-time and part-time, are:doing great and fitting into the teatiL 

The new engine that is otr order is sche~.l'uled for deiivery next Apr'il 2027. 

M~:. Mol lard' thanked M·s. Hcckett-Hill for all her work and expedisc in the fire station 
renovation proj e~t as well as the planning and design. on Station 122. :Ms. Beckett.~Hill thanked 
0ur comrn~;~nity partnet:s for helping to get this proj.ect done. Ms. Mollard also wanted to share . 
her gratitude fo r the voters who approved the levy that will make Stati~n 122 possible: 

Mr. Co:lins revi ewed the bond bid process. He informed the qoar:d that the township received 7 
bids. The best ·offer was fm·m William Baird · ~t 3.71%. Ms. Rogers shared that the range was 
J.7~%,. to 3,85% The township is stili on schedule to close on the bondt; ot1 June ll)t11

• ' 

· lVfs .. Bccketi.-IWI'it)adc a Motion to p;;H~s R~sohnion No, 26U6:03Rl. B~ it-r~sc)h(ed , that the 

Board 0f Tra~l.e<e~ . o~ Plai11. Tow!1ship hereby approves the waiver of nre inspection 'itn<.l 
plan review f<;;cs for the City of New A!bany Police St~tion re.novation project, located at 50 
Village Hall R~l.Hd . ·1\.fs. Molla.rd seconded the IY,lqtion. yote: All Aye . . 

Reso utim1 260f)03F2 was moved to· afh~r the F'iscal Office,. 

.. < 

FlSC<\J-~ OFFICE 
• J ' 

Mr.Zappitelli as kt~.d'to schedule irspetial meeting to establish a bond re1:~ren-:•~nt fi.1~1d and a fund 
to rc.ceive ar.d spend the .bond proc.eeds for. the station cons~ruction. Th,e bo;:u:d proceeded tq 
tnake a .voie~ ~'Qt.~ to. giv·~ thp fi.sc.al office. the au;thoi'ity to. cre~te these fund·s. :):iQ.w~ver, tbe 
board al~.o rcc;lir.,'id that: t\l~Y nt<,ed t<;> move theJv.ne 1710 r,1e!?ting-:bci~aus.e therq.viH J.'!olb~~ t) 
quorum. · ,_ .. .. . '· - .. 
Ms~ MoHard'riJ.adc a motjon to move th..: Plain TOWflship regular board meeting from 
'VedrJe.•;day,.June l71h to Monday~ Jime l51h. Mr. ScheU seconded the Motion. Vote: All 
Aye. (Resolution 26.060303) 

·,: < ~ ' 
' 

Ms. MoHat·d .rrt<HJe: a 'motion to authorize tht~· Fisc~ I qffke to create a fund fm· the receipt of 
the .bond. proceeds, the number of the fund is to be determinetf. . .M'r. ·Sehell seconded the 
motion. Vote: AH A:ye.·· (:Resolutiou. 2(.(160304) · 

• J. 

,. 

~ ... '·. 

. .. 

,, 
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Ms: Mollar-d made a motion to a.uthorize the Fiscal office to create a fund for .bond 
1·ctiremcnt, the numh'cr of the fund is to be determined. ~s. Beckett-Hill secoud~d the 
motion. Vote: AI! Aye. (Resolution 26060305) 

It w2.s explained that; the new Stryker-equipment, a LUCAS hear monitoc and associated 
equipment, will be purchased using the OneOhio Opioid grant money and unencl:lmbet:ed~ EMS 
money. This nev/ equipment will be aodcd to the Stryker agreem·ent for maintenance and 
replacetl't~nt. 

Mr. Schell made a Motion to pas5 Resolution No. 260603Bl. Be it Resolved, to increase 

Ft11ld 29.03-000-;~5019 pn,e,9hio0pio!d Settlement ~~und -Teceipts· by '$2,024.05 .. 

And· . 
Be it Resolved, 'to ·inc!'ease·a.ppropri'Jtions in .Fund 2903-22,0-,54034 by $56,39iA7. 

'Ms. Molhu·d seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye. 

Mr. ·sc.lu:H made a Motlriri to p~~.s . Re~o~~~tion No. 2'606(}~F2 .. Be it n:·solved to pay Stryker 

Sales, ~ .. I..C the ~mount nf $t'(H~763. '7S for the purchase of a new heart ~)onitOJ."~ LUCAS 

device and associated equip'ment and hattet~ics, an.d including' a 6 year ma_int~nance ~.nd 
rcplacclnii!nt agn~(~fflf.'Ht to atign ·with the existingS,tryker ALS 360 lef!Se agreenHmt, with 

$56,000 to be· pz.!d ~i-tt offund· 2903-220-54034 (OneOhio Opioid Settleme.nt Fund) and 

$45,76;;. 78 to be ·paid ouf of fund· 228~~2'30-540Jf (EMS- Equipment). This purchase will 

equip a sel'Ond Plann Township Fire Engine to respond to drug O'!erdose medical 

emergencies. 
' ~ . \ ., 

Stryker Sales, LLC 
21343. NETWORK PLACE 

CHICA.GO IL 60673-121.3 · .. 

Ms. Moil~rd se~~onded the 'l\Jotion. Vote: AH Aye; 

~k Mollard nmdc aMoti,on fO rass R(;)solu~ioo No. 26~603B2 .. · 

. ' ,•-

' • ;•I 

WHEREAS, t~e Phii'n Tin~'nsh ip Roa~d of Trust~~s has been a~varded a· fed:eral Staffing for 

Ade·quate Fite' :and '·Emerg~nc),· Respo.iisc (SAFf.R) grant through the F~deral E.mergepcy . 

Managen'l .. e11t Agt~ncy (FEMA) to fund. fir~ dep-artment staffing a·nd r.ecruitment/rete.ntion 

efforts; and 

WHEREAS~ the purpc:sc of the SAFER Grant- is to pl·Qv.idc funding to assist fire ·.. .. , . . 
departments in hirin'g~ rccmitin~~' and retain'in.g firefighter~ iu or·der to help ensure 

adequate staffiilg-.!evels aiHlthNlhiHty to prot.cct the hca.Uh and safety of ·the publk and 
emergency n~spoqse · personnel; ·and 

I 

. ' 

: . , .· 

. ' 

'I 
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WHERE,(\S, .pursuatlt to Oh~o Revised Code Section 5705.09, tlte Board of Township 

Trustees is authorized to establish special .revenue funds to account fot· proceeds from 

$pecific revenue sources that are legally restricted· to cxpend»tur¢s for specified purposes; 

and 

· WflEREAS, thc .SAFER Grant funds are r~str:icte'd by federal law, g.-ant tertns, and 

conditions to specit1c purposes related to t1re departmentsta.ffing ar.d may lt?t be 

· commingled with other Township funds ; and 

\:V:.U~RE;\Sj ;t.~e Board of ToWnship Trustees 'finds it necessary ~nd appr.opriate .~o 

establish a ·dedicated_fund to pt·ppcdy account for all 'SAFER Grant re,:eipts an'd 

-expenditures in accordance with applicable federal requirements,'the grant agreement, and 

Ohio law; and 

Nbw:,THEIU<:F{JE,E, BE IT RESOLVEDthat: 

S,ECTION 1. The Plain Township Board of Trustees hereby aJifhorizes and directs the 

Township Fiscal Ofticm• to establish a new Special Reven~e Fund~ to be lmown as the 

SAFE I~ GranliF~.>n~ (Fuud ~umber 2991) for th.e. sole purpose of accounting for revenues 

i·c~dveq fr9m th_c f~?.dera.I,SAFER grant and corresponding allowabie expendit~res. 

SE.CTION 2. The Township Fiscal Officer is hereby authorized and dire.;tcd to s'Jbmit a 
~equt>st to the }-,uditpr of ~tate f~tapprov~! to esta blish titis fund, pu~:s~~mt .to Ohio 

Rc\'!scd Codt~ Section 5705.12, if'toi~Ch ·formal approval is de~mcd necessary by the Auditor 

of State~ 

SEC fiON 3. It is. fou·nct and det~a·mined that all formal actions of this Board concerning 
. . i · ' . • ' 

and •·elating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meetin.g of this 

Board, and<th-at a'll deliber;atioi:is of this 'Board and . .;>f any of its committe.~~qhat resulted .in 
. . 

such formal action were il1' Iileeti.ngs open to the public, in compliaaice '~ith all legal 

requirenrents including Oltio Revised Code Section 12L22. ' ' 

Ms. Beckett-Hiil sc~onded the JVJ~tion. V nte.: All Ay~. 

Ms. }\-1oHard made a l\1o~iou to pass Re_solution ~o. 260603B3. 
Be it Resolved , to increase .Fund 2-991-000-45019 SAF'ER Grant receipts by $5i5,000 
And 

Be· it Resolved, tl) increase ap[)ropriations iu· SA.FElfGrant Fund 2991 by.$5751000 

Mr. Sd~eli'secon.ded the l\1otion. Vote.: .AH- Aye: . . . 

:vts. Rogers updated. the Board that the township received the final distribution of real estate 

ta,xes from Fi'anldin -County in .tlw amount ofappro?'imately $1.5M. The tO\·vn~hip should 
receive the TlF proceeds from the·city ofNew Albany.in approximately ~0 days. 

l 
l ., 
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Mr. Zappitelli asked Mr. Collins to update the board ' on the MontaukiGoogle situation. Mr. 
Collins explained that-the township is ·waiting.for additicma,l information on the .first half 

distribution and the treatment of an existing 1 00~1. abatement for the n.ew construction· value ·on 
the Montauk Goog!e site. On the. city :)f New Albany TfF payment, there -~ill be a makeup 

provision ti·om an error at the county level. from last year. The city 9f"N'-~w Alb<;tny will need to 

identify whethet the error was corructed. The problem is ifthe county djd bil! them forproperty 
taxes on !he abated .val'ue, and Montauk paid the property taxes, Montauk is.ov.;ed that money 

back . According to the treasurer's report, it was$817.000 to Plain Township. Jf ·(here is a claw , 
back, som(~one ,.vould have to pay thut money back to Franklin CouRt)' so th2.tthey could refund 

Montauk. Mr. ·Coil ins said that Plain Township is entitled to l 00% of the pt\)perty taxes that 

woul~ have been due if the ~batement bad 11ot beer. approved by the Gity ofNew Albany. 
' ' I • •, ' 

. ' 
~E}V ~1\LBA~Y.l,Ol~'f t~f.}RKS DISTRICT 

. ' 

Ms. 'Mollard t:eacl~ed out to Dave Whart~n about a tO~Jr with the township tni~aecs .' Hevviil get 
baek .with av.ailabt~ dates. ·· · · .' · · · " · · ' 

. . 

Ms. Moilatd, reported that ihe tO\Nnship submitted the grant to t0e donor tbaL the N.ew Albany 
C•.lmmupity Founqa~ion introduced the town.ship to. Thedoncr would li ke L) t,()ur ti'le Fire 
Statron oli .!une 29t11 '. · ' • · .. 

NEW ALJ}.ANY SUSTAINABlLITY STAKEHOLDERS ·----··-·-.--- . 

. •' . 
' I , , ~ • , . 

NEW ALBANY PLAIN LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD ----.. -----------: .._,..... _ _.,... ___ _ 
Ms .. Beckett-Hi!l reported that the school board rl1eeting on June :?.91

" wo.uld be better fpr & 

.t0)¥1'1sbip' 'l1pdqte. · .. : .. . . .. . ',;' 
·. ~. 

NEW ALBANY CITY COUNC1L _._ __ :-_~ . . 
,., -'·• 

Mr. .S·.~ I:tell reported that the New Albany City Council made: a proclamation to deoiare_June Pride 
mei·lth . City .Council also had an executive .session to 'int~rvicw 3 cancEd<,tes for the City- Council 

opening. The Frm1.klin Counw Auditor. was there to-talk about the 2026 propcrt;; reassessrnenL 
r. l . . 

. ~ . ) ' .. •, . 

... ... 

,l, • 

;'· 
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J'vlr. Schell shared that a resident has hired .an attorney to filr~ '!- I),Uisa'nr,~c st,:it agains~ Guogle. He 
is lt ying to round up other residetJl8 to join him. Mr. Collins rcpdlted that he touched h1se with 
the city manager for any updates. '[here are no ~tpdates on thc,delivery of new equipment for 
·pmposcs of reducing the noise and light p61iL;tl'on at che Googlc site . 

( ·.· 

' ' 

Ms. Mollard mmle a motion to adjourn the ~eeting at 7:34p.m. Ms. Beckctt-Hi1l seconded 
the nwtion· .. Vote: All Aye 

' ' 

}> 

' . . 
j ' 

li. Fiscal Officer 

' .. 


