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The Plain Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at 8:00a.m. at the Fire Station, 9500 
Johnstown Road, New Albany, OH 43054. 

Ms. Mollard ~ailed the meeting to order. Ms. Molfard l~d the Trustees in the Pledge of Allegianc.e · 
to the flag . 

. Roll Call: Members Present: Kerri Mallard and Jill Beckett-Hill. Hans Schell arrive9 at 8:02 a .. JTI·. 
Others present: Township Administrator Ben Collins, Chief Connor, Assistant ·Chief Ecleberry, 
and Fihance Officer Courtney Rogers. Battalion Chief Dudley arrived at 8.:11 a.m. 
Visitors present: Mike Durik and Deputy Upton. 

·. ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

Mr. Collins noted that he updated Resolution Fl. 

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS 

Ms. Mollard made a motion to ·pay ·tbe ·peuding warrants in the amount of $,508,472.07. 
Ms. Be~kett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote~ All Aye. (Resolution 26052001;) 

Ms. Mollard inquired about tlie EMS billing and whetherPMMG is caught up'on l?illing from 
the switch from Change Healthcare. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES . 

Ms. Mollard made ·a motion to approve the May 6, 2026 Bo~rd ofTrus.tees Regular Meeting 
mhlutes. Ms. Beckett-Uill ·secc;mded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 26052002) 

NEW ALBANY CITY GOlJNClL LIAISON- MIKE DURIK . 

Mr . Durik ri(ported that city council met last night and they made a proc.lamation recognizing 
May as Je"Yish American Heritage Month. There was also a proclarpation declaring this week · 
PubUc Works Week. · Ccmncil. recognized thei~ service depaltment. 

City-counci l anriexed and changed zoning on 106 acres on Jug Street.. A vote was postponedfor 
th~ Hamlet because: it is ,unci. ear what types of commercial business~s are beil')g taxgeted . The 
city would like more. res taurants, coffee shops, and retail shopping. The Steiner Group yvi ll reach 
out to the <.;o uncllmembers to discuss what they are planning. This was tabled until the June 161h 
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meeting. State Route 605 is going to be clpsed from Snider Loop to Central College from June 
1st to August 18t11

• 

There was also a rev-iew ·scheduled for- the Prairie House property. The developers really listened 
to the comments that were made at the last meeting a~d would like the vote to be postponed until 
June l6t11 • A few ofthe items that need to be addressed are the homes backing up to Dublin­
Granvifle .. _Road, the density, and the distance· between houses. The volume oftraffic, is also .::t 
concern. Mr. Durik expects. that the city will need to do~ traffic study. Currently, the Prairie 
House has asked for a zoning change. 

There were some residents .in attendance that spoke about the traffic on Jug Street and Central 
College, east of State Route 62. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY SHERIFF - DEPUTY UPTON 

Deputy U~ton reported that they received a call from a resident living oil Lee Road who_ was , 
complaining about their neighbor shooting'th~ir firearms. The Sheriff's office explained. that the 
nei,ghbor is in' an unincorcporated area and that they .are allowed to do tha:t. Based on :a video that 
was shown, it appears that the neighbor was shooting a rodent. Chief C:onnor $hared that an 
email -came through this mm:ning from the resident and she is requesting that the Plain Tow11ship 
Trustees create ·a zoning ordinance to regulate the discharge of fire(:lrms in residential areas-. Mr. 
Collins will oontact the resident ~nd explain that the township has no statutory authority to do 
what~he is asking. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

ADMINISTRATOR 
·,. 

Mr. Collins .stated that it is Public Serv~ce week and he wanted to recognize the efforts of the 
maintenance department. The maintenance department is busy preparing the p,ool for opening 
day. A freezer at the pool concessions had to be replacec\. The townshi'p received 'the first Pepsi 
vending agree1~ent payment. · · 

AJ Asphalt seal-coated the pool and township parking lot., T.hey will seal-coat the qemetery after 
Memorial Day. · · 

The construction on State· Route 605 an'd Walnut Street is on schedule. The ' street shoul9 reopen 
the Friday after Memorial Day. The pavingJor the Bevelhyrryer roundabout is delayed. Mr. 
Pharris will get out there to berm the road after Memorial Day. 

There is interest from a potential renter for the Space at 45 Second Street. 

MORPC had its monthly commission meeting last week. There was a data· center panel where 
area C)<:perts talked about the current scenario in centrFtl Ohio. One point that was discussed is 
that the data c,enters are 'moving to supply t~eh: own energy because the state has not overcome 
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the energy supply issue yet. Locally, three of those data ·certters will be creating ertergy from 
gas-fired electric generation. Mr. Colfins encouraged the trustees l;lnd fire department to learn 
about that· process. Mr. Schell and Mr. Collins offered that they ·have received positive feedback 
from r~sidents t:hat noise levels have. diminished at the Google site. 

I • 

Mr. Collins.atte.nded one of the John Gleim MAPS courses fbr public .administrator 
professionals. 1t was a great training opportunity. 

Peel membership sales are going well. Sales are 5% ahead (,f la:st year. The pool opens this 
Saturqay, buf[he weekend weath¥r forecast does not look. good. The,.township reached.out to the· 
swim team to see if they were interested in participating in a '·'first splash". 

Mr. "Schell sbarcd that the township has been discussing the parental leave policy for a · whil~ 
now. He i's sens itive to the economic impact but, wants to· keep lJP with the tn;nds and offer a 
great place to work. Ms. l\·1oilard appreciates the distinction between the birth mother and other 
;?.arr.nts or guardians. Mr. Col.lins is working with the HR consultant to do a comprehensive 
review of the personnel policy to be' concluded later this year. But this tiew parehtalleave 'policy · 
will take effect immediately: · 

Ms. BcdtHt-HJII made a Motion to pass Resolutio~ No. 260520Al. 

, A RESOLUTION OF COMMENDATION RECOGNIZt~G MICHAEL SAWYERS 

VV:HEJ{f:AS,, ~ICHAEL SA.WYE~{S has served as the superintendent of the New Albany 
Plain toeal Schoo! District since.2016, and before that was hired as the djrcctor of 
operations oHhe New Albany ·Plain Loc·al School DistriCt in 2013; and· 

WHEREA~, MICHA~i; SA"~'YERS has been a tireless champion forth~ ~tudents ot'Plain 
T(,lwn.ship ~nd N~w Albany, passionately working towar(ls the academic· and ·developmental 
~chicv:~m~ot of _a_U sttid_en't~ -while suppo~rting students in the /arts, athletics, service. ,and 
-many oth~r areas, of shlderi't life; and . ' . ~ \ . 
WHEREAS., MICHAEL SA WYERS has dedicated himself to the success of all students 
while Hstening, le_anring, and leading with the needs of ~very student at the center of e\'ery 
ded~ion; ' and . 

WHERi~AS, MiCHAEl~ SAWYERS has served the colnmunitY wi.th e~tthusiasm and 
ei1e;·gy, -both within· an'd outside.-th<.~ school campus, havi~g also-served oil the :N~w Albany 
Chamb~r of.Contmen:e, tire !eanr.te B..l\tl'cCoy Center for the Arts, and tllc New Albany 
Con1n~.tlll'ity :Foi.m.dation · ~oard; among others; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I{·ETf RESOLVED BY THK'BOARD OF TRUS1'EES,-.P·LAIN 
TOWN~HIP, FRANKLIN COUNTY, OHIO: 

That ·PI~ in Towrishi.~ 'Trus.tecs Kerri: .Mriuard, Jill Bec~ett-Hill, and Hans Schell would like 
to ex~end their gratitude a~<J appr·edation to Superintendent Michael Sawyers on behalf of ' 
·the Township· -staf(and residents, for hjs many con-tributions to, the New Albany·Plain 
Local SchMI Dist.-icfand the entire con1municy.. · · · . · 

Ms. l\tf()Hard Se\~ondt~d the Motion .. Vote: A!l Aye . 

.. 
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Mr. ScheU I~Jade a Motion to pass Resolution No. 260520A2. 

Be it R,esolved that the Plain To"'·nship Personnel Poiicy is hereby ·ame·nded as follows to 
add section 7.13 to provide for .paid parental h~ave: 

7.13 Paid Parent.al Leave 
' 

. Paid Parental L~ave i.; employer paid leave for the birth orpermanent placem~nt· for· 
adoption of th.e etttployee"s child ·as described herein. 

(1) E'Hgibility: FulHime employees may receive paid parental leave immediately upon hire. 

(2) Qualifying ~vents: (a) Birth of a Child- Employee must be the birth mother or father, 
or someone· legally respon~ible for child··rearing, to i~clud·e ·biological parent, spouse,, or 
ad()ptjv_e parent; (b) Adoption-· Perm~nent ·phicement of.an adoptive minor child. 
Employe~ must be the adoptive parent who, via a legal pr-ocess, has taken a child into the 
household aud ha:s been granted permanent legal custody through a court approved 
adoption. · · ' · · · 

(3) BencH(: )<\Jur. weeks -paid at 100% f«;>r the birth mothe.r and two weeks paid at lOO(Yo for 
the biological par~nt, . spoust;, adoptjve parent, or legal guaniian of the chil.d for tht: bir.th or 
adoption of a child; ·· ·' ' · · 

i ". 

(4) Parental Leave begins ml the' dat~ of birth or the date -medically detennined unable to 
work. · For-adopt1,)n, leave' begins the· day cust9dy is taken. 

IS) When medically )Jecessary Ql" necessary to fulfill the legal rt·quirements for an adoption, 
Paid Parellt~il Lehve-rnay 'be taken prior to·:the birth or 'adoptive event, provided aU 
eligibility-requirements are met " 'hen the time off commences. 

(6) 'Paid Pare~ta;! Lea'v~ nlflY b~ .u~ed: i.n ca~es of stillbirth. S.tillbirth,i~ a pregnancy loss· that 
occtir:s durint~ or following the 20'11 'VCCk ofpregnancy. 

(7) Paid Parental Leave raay be u~ed in one continuo'll~ block of tim~ or 9ther s.cheduled 
intervals, or unscheduled · intcr~als as indicated· onthe FMLA desjgJtation. . 

. ~ • J' . • " ' • . :... • 

(8.) SiCk .leave acc·rues ·as normal while ow paid parental leave. 

(9) A paid holiday occurring during the leave. period does not count against the weeks of 
Paid Prwental ·Lea-ve. A paid holiday is counted as a paid holiday. 

(lOJ'Paid· Panmtal Leave will run ~:oncurrently -witb FML,A.lf the employee is ineligibl.e: for 
FMLAm: has an -insufficient fMLA ·balance, parental time off wiiJ still· be gr·anted·~ · 
. . :' - . . . '. . ' . ' :· 

(11) Application must be niade as soon as possible, but I)Ot later than thirty (30) d'ays from 
the start ·of the event~.· · · 

(li)'P~id .Parerital i.,eavc' hours a'~,~ Ii9t .eligible for cash payout, do not carry _over from 
year to y~ar, hDurs arc,nllt av.ailable for·lcav.e donation, and hour.s are not, payab!e 'al' 
se1Jaration. ~ . ~ · · ·-.. 

(13) ·Paid Parcnta.l L~ave: ma:y be·IJsed over multiph~ .timeframes and for multiple qualifying 
e:V.ents in_ a caleqdar year. For example, the birth of a child in J~nu»ry i~ eligible for . 
Par.enta.I Leave, an(! the bil;th of, another child in Decem bet· of the same year wouid be 
eligible for a separate allt.n~~nce of Paid Parental Leave. 

'· . ' 
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(.14) Paid Parental Leave can be used for no more tltan t~e aliotted benefit per event. For 
example, the birth or adoption o"t· a child. who arrives in December is eligible for four or two 
weeks of Paid. Parental Leave, even though the leave period may span across two calend;u 
years. The birth or adoption of more than one child at the same time or during the same . 
process 'is only eligible f()r one Paid Parental Leave bene{it. 

Ms. Mollard scconded .the MQtion. Vote: All Aye; 

Mr. Collins reported that there was an informal review with the Zoning Commission last week 
with a potential d~veloper with 40 acres· on State Route 605. A generic site plan was presented, 
and they talked about the propose~ development. The developer is proposing pfivat.e septic with 
municipai water from Delco with a single public roadway entry. Mr: Collins explained that.there 
are some Franklin County subdivision standards that the developer will have to navigate. Mr. 
Cqilins expects th<l~ the developer will bring back an ;1pplication for the Juhe ,meeting. They 
would have to go through the Rocky Fork Blacklick Accord f(>r review. Assun1ing they meet all 
subdivision guiiJellnes and tow_nship standards, there would not be a variance required, ].ust a 
rezoning. 

. ' 

Th~ Rocky Fork Blacl<lick Accord. will be considering and reviewing an application for a new 
suodi v islon of apartments at the Southwest corner of Harlem Road and· Walnut Street tomorrow. 
A township res) dent contacted the township because their property is noted· in .th~ plan with an 
extensio11 ofHamilton Ro·ad going through. their prop.erty. Mr. Collins does not have an answer 
fer thi s resid~t1t but will continue to i-nquir:e ahd;provide updates as they c.ornc. 

• 0 

ROA~/l\1AINTENANCE 

Ms. M~ ll.ard asked Mr. CoU,ins .to convey the board's appreciation for them, especially this 
Public Service \Veek. ··she would like to do a luncheon for the Mair1tenance staff after May. 

FIRE DEPARTMENI 

Chief Cdnnsx reported thaCthe HR con.sultai;lt met whh Assistant ChiefEcleberry and EMS 
Coordinator Essick to revise-their job descriptions . 

The township received 8 bids for the. ne\v fire station. He is recommending the Elford bid to the 
board. It was the low bid, but they have built ma!1y fire ·stations and are highly recommended. 
The architect feels very comfortable with Elford as the contractor. 

The fire depattment is still working out the logistics for the groul)dbreaking ceremony on June 
Yd. The;: N'cw Albany (;orn.pai1y is; going to allow the township to use the ceH tower accyss 
roadway. There will be a shuttle to tra~sport people to the site. Chief Connor will put together 

·an agenda for th1; ceremony and send it out to the trustees· for review. Pictures-of the station will 
he printed ap.d. Of1 , easel~. Cnief Connor will also reach out to ,the C.ity of New Albany's 

. . \ 
I 
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ma.rketittg team to take a video. The trusteef-:. would like to make sure C)ty Council; the school 
board, Ne\v Albany Company and the P.lanning Commission are invited. 

The new part-tirne hires have all completed their backgronnd .checks and pap!'!rwork for 
onboarding. Thl.!y. will start duting the next pay c'yclt:. 

. . · . 

Chief Connor also discussed the additional equipment that will be needed for the new Engine 
122 and Medic 122. He and Mr. Collins discussed using the Opioid Settlement funds to offset 
some of the cost. The fire department will ,wan~ to .add this equipment to the ALS360· agrec~m,ent 

but ray ·for it separa te ly and not lump· i.r into the annual payments. Mr. Collins r;;tn this by our 
c·oun sel and r~~tt· Griggs was comfortable vJith using the Opi0id Settlement. funds to purchase a 
new heart monitor that could treat overdose patients. 

Mr. Cell.ir:s followed back up regarding. the question of year-to-date EMS. billing. He noted that 
the EMS billing is -dow n ov~r last year. He feeis this is because of fewer mutual aid calls to · 
Co lumbus. · 

There is a Stat'ion 122 meeting at' I Oam todaito review an itemized listnfcosts.: The · · 
coi1stnJct:io:n bicl' was. $6.7 million }Jild addi~ional costs ar.e estimated to be a:1other $1.2 million . 
The. team. will ""'inalize the number and send it to Baker tillyto

1
include in the preliminary . · 

offe;·in g statement tor the bond placet:nent. Mi·. Collins· nQted that the township 's AA+ rating 
was the. highes~ rhat S&P,could issue LWC?IJse of changts that they made to how the.y .. rate local 
go·v~rnments . . Prici~g. da.y . is .. rune 2nd_ . . . .. . : . · . . .. · . . . · .... ;. · . • 

. . • · .. I , ... •·. . 
~/ls. Hec:kctt-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No~ 260520Fl. 

\i\~HERF.As~ tlle .P.laln trownsiiip ~.oard of Trustees h~\s · competitively b~d a :public 
improv~!l1ent l)rojl;ct identified as the Plain Township Fi.r.e Station 122 'p ·f-oject in · 
accordance with the Ohio Revised Code·; and · · 

WHE;REAS. a•·ter ~abi!lat:ing the .bid results, the appar:eni lo'v bidder is Elford, inc.; and 
·.' . •' . . . . . . . . . . ' 

WHEREAS, there appear 'to be no ·mathematical .errors a11d }<:lforcl, Inc: is found to be a 
reputable. company, has no fi'ndings for r~cc~vcry, .and· i.s determined to be the lowest an~ 
bet>t bidder; · 

NO\v~ THE.REFORE. BElT t{ESO.LVED BY THE P.LAI.N TOWNSHIP BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES, FRANKLIN COUNTY, OHIO: 

.. -. 

.. 
L That the .Pla.in ToWnship 'lloard of-Trustees hereby.'5Jwards the. public im prove111ent 

c:nnstnH:tion ~ontrnct for tlu~ Phtin Township Fire St~tion 12~ R·roject tQ. Elford 
·Con~truction, tu.c· .. ~s the. Io\ve.st and best bi~der with a' bid or $6: 76o·,ooo. · 

. . ' - . . . 
2 . . T~1at th e ·PlaiJ) TtiWnship Board of Trust~es hereby authorizes an amoun1 up to 
. · . $6,'760,000 l~e p;:l~~ to.H+_,-Elford, Inc.Jor th.e,Plain. Towp.s~ip Fire S.tati~n 12~ 

~roject. · · · · · · . · · · . · · ' · · · ·· · 

3 . . The ~~·,; ani ofthis: pr~ject.and any ~~sult.i~g .co1~tr~ct tp .the ~:uccessful. bidd~r is 
,cop.tfngent upon th e township's SUC~t~ssfui JSSUaRce, saJe, 'and:c!osing of i1s.'proposed· 
Capita~ F":adiities Bonds, Series 2026, in an amou~t sufficient to meet th~ 
T(hvnshi'p '" ~ finaiithtl ' obligati'ons · fo r the ·pro:](~ct. In ·th·e event ~ uch finam~il}g 'is· hot 

• ' • .• • • ,1 
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obttlined, the Towashipr~serves the right to re,ject all blds,,declin·e t.o.awanl a 
~rmtract, and/or terminate any con.structiol) contract. 

4. That-this Board \lf Trustees finds and determines that all formal actions ofthis 
Board concerning this legislation were takc.n in· an open· meeting of this Board, all in 
compliance with Ohio law indudjng Section 121.2:'1. of the Ohio Revised Code. . . . 

5. That this -Resolution is declared to be in full force and effect from the earliest date 
~llowed bylaw . 

. Mr. ·Schell seconded. the Motion. Roll Call Vote: All Aye. . .. 

Mr. ScheU rnade ·:1 MotiulJ. to pas,s Resolutiot:~ N(). 260520F2. Be it Resolvl~d. that t~c Board: 
of Trus.tees herehj· adopts the ~tt~ched .iob desc~ip.tion fo,r the fuU-time position· of 
Assista-nt Fire Chief, which. will be updat~d to a sala'ried position beginning w'ith the n~xt 
pay period, M.~· Mollard· s.econded the ·Motion. Vote: AU Aye. · 

· .. • . 
. , 

Mt·. Schell' made -;~ Motion .. to pass R.esQlution ·No. 260520~'3. ~e itReso.lv-ed, that the· Board 
of Trustees'here!Jy adopts· the attached job·description for the full-time position of ,EMS 
~oordimaor. whkh will be updated to a salaried ppsition beginning with the next pay 
pedod •. lVIs .. ~1dhlr£l seconded _.the Motio'Q . . Vote: All. Aye. 

FISCAL OFF'ICE · .--._,__..._. __ -. -~~ ;· ' 

-, 

M.s. R~gers' sl1~·r~~J that sht;' is \Yor~ing to get the ac.~::our;t_ing system ~e-t 11p f9r \he SAFE{{ grant 
before she subru.its .for•t'eimpursernems .. She has _rea;hed out to ,Mifflin Township. who. also 
;.e(:eived th~ grant, to s_e·e how they set things. up in the ac~c)untipg syst~m to ensun~ everythi'ng is 
done proner.iy . 

1 1- : \ • • ~ ' I , , , 

Assistant Chief Ecleberry meption~d that thy Fire Ar:.t gr.ant application wiU open soon. A C. . 
Ec.leberry '.Yillt•eac;h .orltto, th~ town,ship's._ grantwritr,r to get his thoughts.and opinion on.the 
tm:vnshir:'s pq~eqtj~l for S~icc~~s. Tile fite depart.ment woul.d like to submit for a grant to 
pu ~chase ·and replace airpacks (SCBAs). 

NE'i~ A:l,BAN-Y ~OINT PARKS· DJSTRiCT 

~" The JI~D would iike to :give ,the trustees a 'tour ,pfth~ n~w :fieldhovse. Mr> .. Mallard will get 
available .dates . . ' . . . .. ' . 
, ·; . 

THE N.EW ALBANY COMMUNI'fY FOUNDATION 
----·!""""----~.------ ' . 
'fh~ township will give a coi~i,munit' updat~ ·at the Oqtoper 28tt1 rr)eeting at.7:3_0 am, . . 

~]'r.}Y'· t\~flt\.:.~.!_:i:U·S ~[~fl~4.illJXtY'STAKEHOLJ]l!:R~ 

Nd ·updat~s 

,.l . 

·'I 
I 
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The schcol board has appointeq a new superintendent to replace Mr. Sawyers. He was 
• previously at Bexley and Upper Arlington. ' . 

MCCOY CENTEl{ FOR THE ARTS 

No uodat~s 
' ' 

:' 

NE·W ALBANY ·err\' CQUNCIL 

No additional updates 

OLD BUSINESS 

Ms. Mo·l)ard reported that a poten,tiaf donor ~eac.hed o.ut and asked her to fill out a grant 

appJication and would like to meet. The donor will be atthe groundbreaking ceremony on.June 
3rd. 

Mt·. Co llins will also reach out to QTS as a pottmtial partner/donor . . Q.TS has issued grants to fire 

and emergency respori;.;eagencies in the pasL 
'( 

At the last meet.ing? it was proposed. to move the evening trustee meeting from 6.:30 pm·to 5:30 

pm. Because of summer conflicts, it was decid~d to inake the change with the first meeting in 

Septe;mber 2026. 

Ms. Mollard' made a ·motion to amend the Plain Township Bo.ard of Trustees meeting· 
' . I . 

s-chedule as follow~: Starting with the first meeting· in September,' the evening meetings will 
move·from 6:30pm to 5:30pm. Ms. _»eckett-lliil second'ed the Motio.n. Vote: All Aye . . 

The truster;s signed .a card for Mayor Spalding. Ms. Mallard suggested that the trustees and the 

resp<,~nding unit visit him. 

NE'W BUSlNES~ 

None 

AD .TO UR.t'\TMENT 
~-

Ms. Mollard made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 .a.m. Ms. Beckett-Hiil seconded 
the motion. Vote: All Aye 

\ . -. ~ 
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