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The Plain Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at 8:00a.m. at the Fire Station, 9500 
Johnstown Road, New Albany, OH 43054,. 

Ms. 'Mollard called the meeting to order. Ms. Molhird led·the Trustee.s inthe Pledge of Allegi~nce 
to the flag. 

Roll Call: Members Present: Kerri Mollard, Jill Beckett-Hill, and Haris Schell. Others present: 
Township Administrator Ben Collins, Chief Connor, Assistant Chief Ecleberry, Fire M~rshall 
Sponaugle, Maintehance Supervisor Bob Phards, and Finance Officer Courtney Rogers·. Visitors . 
present: Mike Durik. ' 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

Ms. Rogers indicatyd that Resolution B 1 i~ not listed on the ~genda but that it is included in the 
board packet. 

PAYMENT OF' THE BILLS 

Ms. Mollard m~de a motion to pay the pending warra1,1ts in the amount of $558,523.42. 
Ms. Beckett-Hill ·seconde,d the.motil:m. Vote: All Aye., (Resolut,on 26021801) 

APPROVAL OF 'MINUTES 

Ms. Mollard made a motion to approve t~e February 4, 2026 Board of Trustees. Regular 
Meeting minutes. )\Is. Schell .s-econded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 26021802) 

NE\V ALBANY 'CITY COUNCIL LIAISON- MIKE DURIK 

Mr. Durik thanked the Trustees. for attendingthe city council meeting last night. There was :a 
presentl:!.tion on the Discover Card property project for the school district. Everyon thought that 
it is goiqg to be a great asset to the community when finished. There a~e some conGerns about 
parking and traffic, but th9se·wiil be addressed. The rezonjt;~g for the fire ·station ,project was 
approved. And appointments to the .CRAB, Sustainability, and Community RestoratiOJ;J Boards . 
' 'Vf!te made. · 

At the. last city c.~1uncii meeting; Chip Fellows announced. that he will be resigning his position, 
as he and his wife ate moving to Florida. He expects to leave ai·ound May 2026.' City Council 
will ac~ept applications and ;-eview candidates to ·fill the position. 
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Mr. Collins-reported that he would' be meeting with Sup¢rintendent Sawyers · ~nd the· City 
Manager to discuss the existing vacancies on the McCoy boarp, 1'he Township has. one vacancy · 
to filL 

The township published a request fo( proposals for the pool v~nding, items.s4ch .as snacks and 
ice. ct~eam . The township has received one proposal so far. Pool· staff are also working' on the 
p·aol rental fee schedule. The average profit last year was $100 per event Staff are trying to 
inc·rease it to $33p per ev·ent. · 

Mr. Collins attended the MORPC Regional Policy Roundtable meeting with Mayor. Spalding anc:;l 
Representative Lorenz yesterday. There was a lot of discussio1;1 .about the proposed property .tax 
~mendtnent. Without propetty taxes, sales and/0r income ta.xes would need to be increased. Mr. 
Collins stated that the sense· is that the State House is not going to ~;tdopt a 15% state income tax. 
The State House could authorize local' governments to adopt an income tax or allow counties to 
adopt increased sales tax. There are problems with both options. He also pointed' out that there 
is no stat.e that has zero-property tax: Mr. Collinneporte~l' that' the large urban townships are 
meeting later this month and will discuss the best ~ay to move forward as a collective voice. 

Ms. Beckett-Hill made a M.otion to pass Resolution No. 260218Al~ Be it resolved, that the 
Board of Trustees hereby al?pt:ov·es an intergo,vernmental agreement with the Franklin Soil 
and Water Conservation District for the provision of technical ·and educationa'l services for 
the calt•ndar year· 2026 ·as detaiied in the attached agreement, in order.to comply with the 
National Potiutant Disch~rge Elimination-System permit then in effect, and authorizes the 
township administrator to execute this agreeme.nt for and on behalf of the Board of 
Tnlstees of Plain Tm·vQship a.nd to authorize payment· to the Franklin· Soil and Water 
Conservation Distdct for the· 2026 ~alendar year-in the amount of $2,670 and qp to an 
additional $500 in· resident incentives, to be paid out of fund l000-110-53060 (General..,.. 
Contractual Services)~ Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vo~e: AU Aye. 

·Mr. Schell made a Moti~n to pass ResollJtion No. 26021SA2. 

Whereas, the Plain Township Boat·d of Trustees has approved a. pool management contract 
extension, including opening and clo~ing, . with SwimSafe Pool Mamigemet\t; Inc. for the 
2026 pooi se~sm1, in the amount of $245,i73 out of fund .2171-61

1
0-53060 (~ool- Contracts). 

Be it resolved, to set asidC'and pa) the March pool management payment in the amount of 
$2,452· from fund 2171-610-53060 (Poot- Contracts) according to the attached schedule, 

Ms. IVIollar.d sccondc,d the Motion. Vote: All Aye. 

ZONING. 

Mr. Collins has reached outto the residents th.at expressed inte'rest in the zoning board vacancies 
and .ex·pia.ined the opportunity. There is. a resident on Bevelhvmer Rqa,d ~nd Walt1ut Stree.t that is 

. concerned about th\!. sigmige on his property at the new roundabout. The city seems to be : 
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receptive to his conc\::rns and -is still figuring out final . signage. The township contin~es to get 
questions .about accessory dweJling units. -Currently, the township ' s zoning does not allow for 
the accessory structures to be converted into dwelling units, and this would require a. variance. 

Ml Ho'mes contacted the tcwnship ab<..'lut a property in northernPiain Townsh.ip'. The · 
development was contingent. on a package treatment plant. The meeti.ng was cancelled by Ml 
Homes. The state has not approved a package treatment plant in very long-time. There i's a long­
term mair)tenance issue \-Vith package treatments plans because they only hav.e a 40-year l.ife. 

Mr. Pharris reported that Maintenance staff have been busy with fuJ:'}erals ahd dealing with the 
repairs tc 39. 2nd Street because ofthe·watet: damage. He stated that thewater lines are fi'xed and 
there seems to be plenty of heat coming out of the coffin ceiling now. StJff will finish framing a 
c'ouple of soffits and get the restorf;tion co.mpany in to finish the project. Mr. Collins shared that 
PurcCiean provided an estiniate for the restoratipn. work. OTARMA was.agreeable .to the 
amoulit, The township has· a $2,50o:·deduotiblt;! . ·M.r.-Coll·ins is still waitirig on an estimate· from 
Wayrnakers,-wh ic.h is tht~ mitigation conipany that initial'ly came 0ut: The tenant has requested 

. to be back in th~ SJ;ace by J'vlarch ·l sr and ~sked for a credit for Februaris rent and utilities. . 

iYlJ Col1 ins alsG c!iscu<:J:>cd property taxes on the rental spaces. The towrtship.lS sti li incurring 
property t:1x oE the: ieaBt' space ar 4:i ·2nd Street .even though iris not cun:entiy rented. If'the 
nvnship ch·:;o . ;,.;; n ~)t to rent the space. it ca:1 be·.cnnvertcd 'into a tax-exempt .space. Future 

tenants wr.hdd be limite<; ru SO tc.J charities. 

l\fs, Mol~ard ma~le a Ivfot~on to ~.cccpt the tenant's 1:cqu~st to creclit.the rent ~nd _ utilities 
for .the month of Fe.bruary, Mr._S'chell seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye; (Resolution. 
26021803) ' . ' , . I . ' ' 

Mr. ScheJ: mentioned thatth.e wwn,jhip shou_ld be able to submit the· utility bills to OTARN!A for 
;-eimburseinent, as j_J1ose i.iti'iities are· ix;;M!ly· higher because oftbe equiprnent al'ld mac.hi'nes that 
m·e brought in for the n.;meditition. 

1\tJr. Schell ma,d~ · a .r\'Jot~ioi~ · t·u. pass Resolution. No. 460218Ml. Be. it. reso~vcct,' that the .Plain· 
'.,fownshjp -t;Joar_d uf'lq.Jste.es ~·er.C;~Y authorizes the Plain l;'OWJ15hip rviaiJlt~ii;:utce 
Supet'int~~~~,dt:n(to ~.b·j~ ; UJ:I tq ,tv\;6 summer' seasonal maintcnlmcc employees, at ui) to $20.00 
p'cr l:mur ·~.ild not t f; exceed 1500 hours for ~1)2t), to work April· i to Oecemb~r 1 a~ ' needed. 
Ms .. Betkett~Hmse\:on.ded tb\:~ 1\t~otion. Vote: AHAye. 

FIRE DE.P ARTJ\1'ENT 
--~~~~---.. 
f_::hief C\)i1(ior share•j that h~ has two r'~so,iutions on tJtG agenda. The first is J;o sell'the 209 i Firt 
EtHrine 10 the Delaware A.rea Career Center. The second is to hire Addisc-n Ross as the fi nal . 
fir~fi.ghtcr fo.r the SAF!:R. Q1:~nt hlt:es: Addison .\Viii . be-t~quircd to. obtain his p,ararned ic licen·se 

: . '. . .. . . - . . ... . . ' 

<:. ., , •• 
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within 24 n;10nths as a conditi~n of employment. Chief Connor also discussed the possibility of a 
tuition reimbursement fer _the par~medi,c class. 

Chief Connor had Fire Marshal· Sponaugle attend the mee~ing to discuss the jabs .that are 
outstanding. Chid Connor also discussed the need for a part-time emplo)'ee·to haildle the 
overflow of the prevention team. The comparables on hourly rates are $30;..$50 an hour. There 
will also he a start-up cost which,includes a· new vehicle, uniforms, and office equipment. He 
estimaJes approximately $50,000 to get this position up-and running. Mr. Sche.ll inquired abour 
whether the township has the ability to offset these. costs with the inspection fees. Cbi~fConnor 
explained that the h)Wnship i.;;· wmmunic.ating v,tith Wes.t Licking and Momoe.townshi'ps to make 
sure Plain Township's fees are in line with their inspection fees . 

Fire Marshall Sponaugle presented the ~,preadsheet that he uses for ~yery' project, with all the 
submittals .and dates noted. The process flow typic~lly sta:rts with a site plan:review. Zoning ahd' 
Engineeri_ng must sign offand then Fire sigris off: Structural ·bu!lding plans. review usually . 
~.omes next. Reviews for fire ~laritlS , spri'nklers_ and fire pumps happen later. There fire usually 4 
or 5 categories of due dates : F ire Marshall Sponaugle .is noticing that delays are happ(;ning 

. becau~e of sortware issues and co
1
mmunkatiori gaps. Information is being'shared outside ofthe 

portal: The c'ity of ~levv A lb(!ny is in the process oftransitioni'ng away from their curn!nt-onlihe 
portal tJ -new· software. Ms. 'Me liard w.ould like to have a better undersmndirig of where the 
bz· eo.kdo~vns are happening ,;;c the trustees can communicate effectively \vith the chy. · 

' ' I . ~ . 

'Ms.. B~duitt~Hm trrad l~ a ·Motfon io p~ss Resolution No. 260218Fl. 

) 
WHEREAS, the Plahl Township Fire. Department has received a new rescue engine and 
placed it into Sl~rvicc, arid is r·eady to dispose of the 2001 HME/Cer.tr~l State Fire Engine; 
and · · · 

'~:HEREAS, the B~ard' of ;I'r~stees of Pl~~n 'I'ownsh~p)s autl~ori~ed l~y -Ohio Revised c 'ode 
505.1 OJ to con~ract, without advertising or bidding, for the sale of motor vehicles ,to any 
_political subdivision _9f the state; and. , ·· . 

WflEREAS, the Delawa'i-e,Ar·ea Career -Center, a p,olitical-subdh·ision of, the State ofObio, . 
has expressed·ir'ltet·cst itr and de!'ire for this vehicle; wblch .would he ntiJized by the 
De!awai·~ Area Car·e('f~ C,t~nter foi· .public use; and · 

W~IEREAS, tlu~ Plain. Township .Board of T:rustees has .. agr·e~d to1 the sale ofthe 2001 
HME/Ct>:,iltJ·al State Fire, Erigin~ to the· Delaware Area Ca1:ecr Ce~tt~r by private sale under 
ihe autho.dty of Ohio Rev iscd C?de § ~05J 01. 

NOW., TH'EREFORE-. BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PLAIN TOWNSHIP BOARD O:F 
TRUSTEES: 

Section l. Tb,~"20CH .HME/Central St~tt\ Fire Eng~~e is declared to be, surp.ius e.quipm~nt nQ 
loQ.ger needed by Plain Township. · · · · 

• I ·; 

Section 2-. The200(HME/Ccntr~l State Fire Engine is authorized to be sold.to the 
De~aware An~a Caret~•· C~.r~,tcr· for tlte ·price of $1 n,OOO. . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . 

Sed•ion 3. Tl;tis Board ofTrustet~s.finds and determines that ail fom1a! actions of this Board 
~on~crnhi~ tbis . Iegi~Jation 'yerc h*en in an ()pen meeting of this.BQard; aH i.n. compliance 
with Ohi9 Jaw inch,ding Section· 121.22 of the. Ohio Rcvise.d Code. 

l ' • . . . 

. ' 
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Section 4. This Jlesolution is declared to· be in fuU force and effect from and after the 
earliest pe~iod allowed by law. 

Mr. Schell seconded the Mo~ion. Vote: All Aye. 

Ms. Beckett-Fiill ·made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 260218F2. Be iLresolved :to offer 
conditional emp.loyment. to Addison Ross as. a full-time Firefighter EMT Basic, at step 1, 
pendipg results from a background check and drug sct:een. Understand~ng that Firefighter 
Ross is currentty enrolled in a paramedic pro.gram, continu~d employment is contingent 
upon successful completion of his paramedic program and national exam within twenty­
four (24)' months ofemployment. Unless othi:rw.ise mo<;lified by the board or trustees, 
failure to complete the program· and pass the national exam within twe'nty.,.four (24) 
months of employment may resul( in tet·mination for just cause. Ms. Mollard· seconded. the 
Motion·. Vote: All Aye. 

Ms. Mallard mad'~ a t11otion' l:o amen.d the agenda to add resoluti'ons·260218,F3 and 260218F4. 
Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye . (Resoiution 2 6021804) 

Ms. Molla•~J ma.de a Motion tO' pass. R.eso'lutbm No. 2602l8F3. Be it resolved, to pay Haines 
Enthpt·ises up to $35,000 for mechanical repa.irs to the 2010 Sutp.hen Engine, JIS .. 4841, out 
of fund 2111-2~0-58024 (Fire-Rcpairs-Non~Routinc). 
Haines ·Enterprise~ 
8952 Township Road 304 . 
Millersburg, Ohio 44654 , 

·Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye. ' ' ,.· 

Ms. Mollard made fl Motion to pass Reso.lution No. 2602l8F4. Be !t resolved, to pay 
Heritage Fire Equipm¢nt 'up to $35,000 for upgrades and repairs to the 2010 Sutphei1 
En~ine, HS-4841, ,'~ut of fund 2-111-220-58024 (Fire-Repairs-Non~Rotitine). 

Heritage Fire Eq11ipmen~ 
2~62 Cloverleaf Street East 
Columb':ls,·. OH 43232 
info@h~ritagefin:eq ui,pm~nt,com 

844-730-5100 

Ms. Beckcft-Hill seconded th~ Motion. Vote: Ail Aye. 

FISCAL OFF!C~ 

. The January 2026 Bank rcconciliati'on and month-end reports were ptesenteq. 

Ms. Rogers explained the changes thqt were made between the Temporary Appropriations and 
the Permanent Appropl'iations. She also noted that she has not.addd anything for the SAFER 
Grant or the FireBond in her appropriations. She still needs to do some research on what funds 
can be used. This·.can ,[?e aqded. later, and changes can still be made throughout the ~ear . 
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Mr. Schell made a MoHon to pass :Resolution No. 260218Bl. 
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Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the MQtion. Vote: ~II Aye. 

NEW ALBANY JOINTPARKS DISTRICT 

No updates 

THE NE)_V ALBANY COJVlMUNlTY FOUNDATION 

No .update·s 

NEW AlBANY SUSTAINABILITY STAKl~HOLDERS 

No updates 

~E\V ALBANY PLAT~ LOCAl;! SCHOOL BOARD 

" ' . 
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The !v1asteJ Plan was reviev.·ed at the last school board ~eeting. The groundbreaking is next 
week. All the projects vver.e revie,v<.~d. 

' ~ ' I ' ' ·., 

MCC!)Y CElit~~RFOR TH .. ~ ARTS 

No updates 

. ,, 
NEWAl;BANY c1TY' cciuN-cic 
Ms. Mollard,stated that Council' member Kasey Kist gave a nicerevicw ofth~ Rumpke 
Rec~'cl1ng C,enwr. 

OLD BUSINESS. ·. ; 
: , •" p 

Ms. Bcc:kett-HiH reported that the fire .station project had a firs :~ reading -and the second reading 

wi!J b.e March 3;d_, Th~ ~tdwn .sh.ip i~_ · stiTI waiting on -the lat)d donation, but it i& in proce,ss ·and,.is 

being finafizcd. Mr. Collins nOt<.;d that there is n planning team meeting later this mqrning. He 
also reviewed the rn:OflOsed t im-elines with the bond team. 

NEW'BUSINESS · --. ------.. ---, 
Mr. Schell--reported that tbe NewAibaiJy CompaQy has approved (he design for the Food Pantry 
a11d "Vil:l go in fq.mt ofthe .Piannittg Commission for a variance soon. Things. are on track for 
iandscaping and screening . 

. Mr. Collins 'reported that he 1 eceived a requyst to provide funding for tht; sanitation services for 
Founders Day 'imd to provi.sl,e pvol Easses fo~ the.silent .;mction. . '. . ·. . 

. ' 

. •. 'I 
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. . . 

Ms. Mollard made a motion to ·adjourn: the meeting at 9:25 a.m., Ms. Beckctt-HiiJ s~conded 
. the motion. Vote: All Aye 

BOAHD OF TRUSTEES: 

~-~-~-
erri Mollard, Trustee 

. ' 
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