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The Plai·n Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at 6:30p.m. at the Fire .Station, 9500 
Johns.town Road, New Albany, OH 43054. 

Ms. Mollard called the meeting to order. Ms. Mollard led the~Trustees in the Pledge of Allegiance 
to. the flag, 

OATH OF OFFICES 

Ke.rri Mollard was sworn in oy New AlbanY City Councilwoman Marlene Brisk . 
. Hans Schell was sworn in by Plain Township Trustee kerri Mollard .' 

WELCOME ADDUESS:-IU:PRESENT ATIVE BERYL BROWN PICCOLANTONIO 

Reoresentative Brown Picc.olantonio started by sharing that she attend,ed the kickoff for America 
2)0 Ohi0, the semi quinccr'ttennial and it was w~ll attende~i. Spe .. hopes that as the community 
celebrates the new year, that they tefleot on how lucky we all at;e to live in thi.s country, and to 
have the opportunity to have free and fair elections wbere we choose the people who lead our 
communiti~s. She thanked all of those that serve the community as public ·servants. 

IN~10€ATION-SONYA HIGGINBOTHAM 

Ms. Higginbotham sharcp a .passage from Philippians 2; verses )-4. She finished with a prayer. 

Ms. M.ollard made a moti.oh ~o appoint Kerri Molla1·d as· Chair and Jill Beckett-Hill .as Vice 
Ch.air. Ms. Bt~ckett-Hill sec-Qnded the. motio.n. Vote: All Aye .(Re~olution 26010701) 

. ·' 
TOWNSHIP.tiAlSO[i APPOINTMENTS 

Joint Park:; Dishet -· !Vfs. J\:1olla,rd : .· , 
New Albany Commtinity Foundation :_ Ms. rv1olia;·d 
McCoy Ct!nter for the Arts:- Ms. _Beckett..,Hill . ·. 
New Albany Plain Local· S(:hoo! District- Ms. Beckett-Hill 
>JGw Albany .City (:(>Unci ! .~ M!·. :Sfhell' 
MECC Regionaf c ·ouncil of Ge:.wernmcnis -l\1r. Collins 
N~w Albany Sustain.:tbility Stakehplders --Ms. MQilard 
Ne,.v Albany Chamber of Commerce-· Mr. Collins . 

,· 
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Ms. Mollard mad·e a rnotioh to adjourn tbe,administrative meeting at6:46.p.m. Ms. 
Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye 

Ms. Mollard made· a motion to open the regular trustee meeting at 6:49 p.m. Ms. Beckett­
Hill seconded the motion. 'Vote: All Aye 

Roll Call : Memhei:s 'Present: Kerr'i Mol)ard, Jill Beckett-Hill, and Hans Sche.Il were present. Others 
present: Fiscai Officer Bud Zappitelli, Township Administrator Ben Collins, Chief Connor, 
A ssi'stant Chief Ecleberry, Maintenance Supervisqr Boo .Pharris, and Finance Officer Couttney 
Roge.r:> . Visitors present: Mark Wilson, Jay Herskowitz , an<;l Michael Qhappele<;tr. 

ADDITIONS. OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

Chjef Connor added Resolution F I to the agenda. Ms. Mollard requested an executive session ·at 
tht: end of the· meeting to discuss employment. 

PAYMENT·OF THE BILLS 

Ms. MoHar~ made a motion to pay the 'pending warrants inthe amount of$393,809.26. 
Ms. Be,~kett-Hillsecnnded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 26010702) 

API'ROV AL OF MINUTES 

Ms. Mollar.d nt'acle a motion to approve the Dec.ember 11; :2025 Board of Trust~es Sp~cial 
Meeting minutes. M~. Beckett-Hiil seconded the motion. Vote: All ·Aye. (Resolution 
2o010703). 

NEW ALBANY PLAIN LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT LIAISON-MAl~K WILSON 

Mr·, Wi!sor1 shared that the schqol board had an orga.nizationahneetihg on. Monday, night .. The 
Bo~ud passed a res'olution for the guaranteed maximum pric.es for the .construction of the new 
scl~ool building. The board also updated the Hous~ system, which .this year will include'.all 
grades Kindergarten tbwugh 12. lt is part of the. district's commitment to helping ~tudents fed a 
sense of belonging at schoo.l. Mr. Wilson als-o shared that if community ·members .cannot attend 
board meetings·,. they can watch the video the foliowing day and all handouts are available on the 
scht)ol website . 

''•. 
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Mr. Collins thanked the board and all the [GWn~;hip trustees .for making the·township and New 
Albany '<:l. gt'eat-place to live, learn a.nd v1ork. · Mr. Collins presented Battalion Chief Pabst and 
Ms. Roge.rs with 2025 Wellness a\var.Js for earning the most wdlness points. 
Mr. Collins mentioned t~at a _few townships in · Fr~nklin County have s'igned up' for the Atnerica 
250 event that Re.pmsentative B:-own Piccol~ntonio discussed. It is something that the board . 
could Cl)llsider participating in .. Mr. Collins also mentioned that the Ohic) Township Associati.on 
conference is scheduled for February 41h through the 6'n. . 

~k Collins noted that one cfthe tQ\Voship '$ goals fcw2026 is to update the zoning, resol ution and 
lana use plan. Currently, the t0wnship only h~s 3·o.f 5 ac.tlve regular members on the zoning 
~01YGni~sipn , Mr. Colhns would like all positions filled before th.e township begins working on 
those 1teii1s .. He ~·i H publish a public annoui1cement asking for candidat~s. This is only f(;Jr 
un .incorporated r~siden~s . 

Th.t< t,ow~ship com,ribtition .. to the Mc:.CcJ~· c~~te~: is :di..,ided by own.er~;hip share. The to~nship ' s 
pm:tion i~1cr.cas~d frqm $:25;000,to $30,000 . . 

(\.1 ~ •. M"J ll.ard suggtJ$ted that the lowm;hip stop using the paper boardpackets. She would like a 
i1rir~. tcd ::Jgenda but other\'iisf.: will use her laptop. · The.other trustees ~gt'e'ed: 

o: :;C·ll; : ion' c.o niit~ued regarding t·h~· ·vacati~)~ accru~ls. Cl!rrentl~ , the ~~wn~hip1 
has an l~S~al:~tion 

Jt L:, ·7, 15 and 21 years . Th~re v~·as a request to· 3cld. a. bump ·at 25 .y.ears and to even outtht~ steps. 
1\. ; !; .. <vid !ard !ike~. cotior. 2 which gives bumps· at 4, 7, 'i 0, 15, 20: at1'd '25 . The oth~r tntst(·x:s and 
ML ·z a.ppitelli agreed that it .Jn,akcs ~;en~e to. even .it out and give an additional Lump at L.5 years. 
Ih1s' •,voukl offer a·t11aximuni vacation allo·•vance· M 6· weeks. Since the state has changed the 
retiren1eht schedu le, employees 1:r1ust work more years to reoeive:thejr full benefit~ . Mr. Collins, 
wi l.l pre'l:;:nt' a fom:al--1 eso iution at the next meeting. 

There •Nas addi.tiiJnal disc.ussioi1 reg!li'ding a parental leave poticy. ·Ms . Mollard n'1ade thf: 
disr.ihcti(l \t <,gai n ab0.tH the ca t·in g a'nd bonding with the child for both parents versus the 1·ecovery 
tim~ nced,ed for (he birth mother. M~ . Beckett-Hill stated that she is· still researching it and 
g~thering . inf'Orrn&tion. · Ms·, .~'lo.Uard alsc brought up the: fact that th'e t~:Wnship · offe~·.s short-term 
di sabilit);. However, this would only beildit the birth m0ther. She offered that her .company 
Ctih-t1r;tl)'inabs up the.'differei:\'ce ofwhin-short-tei·m di.sability pays outto th~ mother. ·Chief 
c:ohnor':s eonccm· with s herf~terin disabiiit); ts 'that the employee lnust pay the iri'surance 
prcn-lim'n and·he \. 110~ S(fre ;·nbis <rffei~ts the pension·. Ue would like to see a parental i~ave 
pol_icy 'hriplemenr.ed tci :u;~p ~\: ith rccruin:nent. Mr. Zapr,;ite'!li nuted that most qtthe 
betichri1arking w&i:i'larger cities and gaveri1-i11ent ..:!ntities, there were very few to,:vnships Offering 
this .· Mr. Coi-l in ~ i'ncli.cated thr-rt'it is :j f'ctirly ncvv benefit beilig talked about and offered. to 
e!npl.oyce~i: Mr S-chell asR:ed hovv this new policy' .could impaC'J staffing and ovt:,rtime. Chief 
Cop nor 2ckao:wle"~g~d tha,t.i-~: cNtld ere at~ a staffing,Situaiio~~. .Mr .. Zappitelli, asked h ~) \V rnany 
firefighcers had babi~s in 2P25 a1.1d was informed that .HJer\. were three. 

' . , . 

M!<i . _B.eckett~11iH amHJ,-! a 1Hotion. ~o pass Resolution N~·.)601 07 Al. lie it resolved:: To set 
the :>.026. mHeag~ .re~mln~ rs_elnent t;·ate at $0.725 i.n accordan1~e with IRS allowances ~md any 
s ub~equent .changes tJwn~w .. Ms .. J\!folla.rd s~eonded the 'Motion .. Vote: ;\II Ave.· · 

' ' . . . . . . . 
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Ms. Beckett-llill made a Motion to pass Resolutio'n No. 260107 A2. Be it resolved, that the 
Plain Township Board of Trustees hereby designates the township administrator.as the 
hpard's designee for -public re,~ords and open meetings tvaining in compliaiJce with Ohio 
Revised CO<:Je §' 109.43. Mr. Schell seconded the Motion. Voh~: All Aye. 

Mr. Schell made .a Motion to p~ss Resolutjon No. 260107 A3. 

WHEREAS, Ohio Re-vised Code§ 510.707 authorizes a board of township tmstees·to 
appropri'ate fi·om the township general revenue· fund moneys not appropriated for any 
other purpose to an organiza:tion that the bo3rd determines ~erves a community purpose 
and that 1s exempt from federal taxat-ion unde.r subs~ction 5()1(a) and described in 
sub~cctiou 501 (c)(3)'of the "lriternal Revenue Cod~ of 1986," 100 Stat. 2085, 26 U.S.C. 1, as 
amended; and 

WHE.RF.'-AS, Plain Tow1isbip has elrtered intQ the Second Amend.ed and Restated .Joint · 
Operat:ng Agt·eemeiit fm~ .the New Alb~my Community Arts Center (hereinafter referred· to 
as the ' '·Opm·ating Agreement"), ·whiclr provide in Sectiort 8.3 that ea,~h Owner sh'lHJ 
annually deposit iri'tite same pt'opottil'>n as their ownership provided in Section 3.2 the 
dollar amount neces~ary to fund the. Capital Reriair .and Replac~ment Fund of the McCoy 
Center for the Arts~ and 

WHf~iU~ AS, .Scc.tio~ 8 .. 3 of ti1e Operating Agreement provides that the Capita~ Rcpa1rs and 
Replacem~nts f~mdi~g fn:nn. ~a~h owner will be deposited int~ a separate Capital Repair 
a.nd Hepla~~er~~nt Ac{~fiuut rnairi't~ined z:nd n~anaged by tqe. New Albany Co~n.ma:mity . 
bm i1da t:lon ; ~wd . . 

WlfERF.::.At,, in ~tl~' ;onlance with SE~ctiofi, 6.15 of the ·Op.eruting Agreement, the Board of 
~:dueation of the .Ne_vv Albnny ,. pf~in Local School District h·as, in.coope•·ation ~nd · 
cu,Qsuh~tion wit b . .th~ City·: the Township·, .the communitY Fo.u.nd~~ion apd th~. ,Boa~d of 
Directors; pr€,>pared a Five ... Year f-:apital ;Repairs, Replacements~ an.d . Improvel~ent Plan, 
w~r.icb :ndudes, by category, bu~gc_tin:g for Capit~l Repairs/Replac.fments ar~d for Capital 
Additio,ns or hrtprovemen,ts',; and . 

WHERF~AS, the O't.vn~rs have ·revie·wed and approved the .Five~ Year Capital Repairs, 
.Rep!acen.t{:.nts, and Improvement Plan a~ presented. · 

NOW; THEJ.{EF.ORE, BE rr R~SOLVED ·BY TH·E J'LAI.:'l ·TOWt'J'SHlP .BOARl> OF . 
TRlJSTE£S, F·RANKLIN COUNTY, OHIO: . 

Section L 'f'har tlu· New Atbany Community Foundation is det~rmined ,to be an 
organi:l'lti(in that serv{~!{a coni nmnity purpose and is exelitpr from fe~eral taxation ·un'der 
suhsect~(m50f(a) amJ desct:ibed in ·SUbsecti<)n501(c)(3) Oftbe Internal,Revenue Code of 
1986. a!<\ · amend E-d; and · · . · · 

' ' 
S~ctior! .:.:·rhat th~ fuJlds; ~~·mt~·ibuted 1'Q tl1c New Albany Cornn~uttit'y Foun'da:tiou for the 
Capitai n~paii ·!>/Repl_accmenfs of the· ~VlcCoy Centet· for the Arts wilt serve ·a communit)' 
pl!.rpose; and· · 

Se~tion. 3, Tlu~t th~ ~~i~·~(;,m:t of $30.600.lle 5.et ~side and paid t~ t'h~ New Alba~y Co·rr;munity 
F'ou~datitlll from fund i'000-610-;;8003 (NA Ccnqm Fdn-Petf~Arts-Capital Fund Donation), 
for· the, pu'rrpose-of hlnd~n~ Plafn:Tm~' nshJ.li's pniportiolt~tt.i 'ihai·c ·of the McCoy Centt~d'or 
the Arts - (~apital Rt~p-airs a!1,:t'.Replaccments ·according to Section 8,3 of the Second 

'·' 
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Am~nded and'Restatt~d :.Toi!Jt Qp'er·ating Agreem~nt f(wthe New. Albany Co.mm~riity Arts 
Center. · · ' :'• · . . · · · · · · · 

Section .4. That this Board ~of 'fru_stees finds and determines that ail formal acti.on5 ·of this 
Board conc.erning this legislatio,n were taken ·in ·an open meeting of this Board, aH in 
complianc.e with 'Ohio la:w including· Section 121.22 9f the Ohio Revised Code_. 

Section· 5. That this Resolution is !ieclared to be in full force and effect from and after the 
eat:"liest period allowed by law. 

Ms. Becliett-Hill se<.~onded the Motion. Vote: All Aye. 

ZONING 

Mr. Collins 'introduced the township represyntatives on the Rocky Fork Blacklick Ac.:cord 
. (RfBA), Jay Herskowitz and Michael Chappe lear. Mr. Collins expfained .that the township 

invites the repre_sentatives to attend the boar,d meetings on a semi-anrnial basis to share whai. they 
are heaf.ing ,or see ing, or any concerns. There-was a lof of activity this year for the RFBA, 
rnostly from tht c ity .of Columbtls. The RFBA has been in existence since 1998 and the . 
township joined in 2008 . Mr. Hers~owitz noted that at the last meeting, a deve'loper said that it 
is going to be_ harder to maintain rpral corridors because everything is changing. Mr. Collins 
feels· !ike som~ of the RFBA guidel.ines, such as setbacks and density limits, arc being dismissed 
in develc·pment application . Mr. Zappitelli as)~ed if they knew, anything aqout develbpmcnt on 
Walnut Street. He stated that a lot of hom~s between Mr. Herskowitz and -State Route· 605 al'e 
Lfndcr .contract with contingenties by Don Kenney. ·· 

ROAD/MAINTENANCE 
.' 

Mr. Phariis reported that there were 30 funerals and 15 cremations .in -2025: l. ·fe is also working 
on estimates for a ne\;V dump truck. He is looking at a trad'e-in for a new truck or buying just the 
chassis .and reusing the dt:mp bed off the old truck .. There have been a couple of snow events 
since the last meeting. Renovations are afmost cot:npleted for the 45 2nd Street rental space. Mr. 
Col lins wiH get new photos' andre-list the space for rent. 

lncludc~l in H1e board packet :u:e metric's on cemetery sales and usage. The ce;netery has 79 
years of usf.;fi.ll life left. ln 2025, 33.ryrceiltofburials wer~ .cremations. Ms . . Fee is goingto 
wo1'k on updating the p1~ic ing metrics· and will include niches. Mr. Schell inquired about lots that 
were purchascd ·a long time ago but have never been used. Mr. Coilirs explained that there are 
884lots'that ')vould potentially be available to ·be.redailned, The townsliip sponsored legislation 
years age to giye the tswnship the right to reclaim these graves. There is a public notice process 
that needs to be foi loweQ. ' · · ., · 

Mr. ScheH made, a Motiqn t!l pas~ Res()JntiQn No. 260J07Ml. Be it Resolved, to set - ~side 

and authc;rize payment to th~ City of New Albany up to $12,000 for 2026 Road S~lt 
purchases out offund 2141-330-54090 (Roiid District- Material). Ms.lleckett-Hill 

·secondt'd the ~otion. Vote: All Aye. · 

' J 
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Chief Connor thanked tlh~ t1 ustees, Mr. Collins, :md the mainten~.tnce team fer aU .their hard 
work, engagt~m~nt and support for the past couple of years. 

Chief Connor shared that there art' three people off on injury leave 'right now, Th~re were two 
off-duty injuries and om; Btlrcau of Workers Compensation claim for an on-duty injury. 

'2025 call voll;lmes were. down. Chief C.unnor believes this is a dir~ct re~ult of Columbus 
handling more of their own ~·1ms . Chief Connor anJ ,-\ssistan~ Chief Ecleberry had a meeting 
'.¥ith a co.upk ~1f Co: umb1,1s fire chiefs to - discus~ the relationship .oetvveen tht tiNO stutions when 
Station 36 opens at Central College and Harlem 'Road. · · 

Preyen!ion invoices for 2045 totaled. $173.,924, not all have. been paid to date. Chief expec;ts to : 
review :mcf adjust the fees structure for plan re.views and permits. 

•. 

The hiring process has start~d with f1]\1arch J 1st hire date. The department. rec.e iv~d 32 
~pplicatiori.s. Twenty-one h_avc bet~n invited to t~ke the physical :.1bility test. · friterviews \Viii take 
place betwee~ January 26:" --28th. · · · 
• • f • I . •• 

The (\w.ard~ ba.n~t,uetis F~b;uary 6~~ from 6jJ.m: to 9 p.tr . 

Assi.s.[()nt Chief Feb; berry is ·,vo~king on,c:ln inventory list of obsolete eq11ipment. He expects to 
h:n·e that pt:ep[lred for" th(~ n~xt meeting. . · · 

\.1 s: Mc! lard s.skcc! ifth¢re was all update on.the ·new ~ta:tion. With the·hol.id'ays, nmmuch 
progres:,: hns· be.cl\ 111ade. The (lrchitert is still going back and forth with New .Albany Company 
; n,,the .requested ~.hanges. 1\lr. Coil ins o.ffered that with the 2023-2024 audit complete qnd 2025 
book~ Closed, 'the first or'dei· of bJJ.siness will be to update the preliminary offering statement with 
the upriared infbnnation. · '· .· . · 

l\ls; ~t·ckett-Hm ma~)e ~~.M~tion to pass Resolution No. 260107Fl: Be it resolved to l~ay 
MES fo~- annualSCBA preventative maintenance services in the amount of $6,878.47 out of 
Fund 2111-220-53023 (.Fire··R.epairs- Maintenance Agreements). 

MES Service Company 
PO BOX ·851792 I ' 

MINN.t::AP(lLIS,; MN 55485-1792. ' ' : . 

Dr.~r.ember 2025. Bank lte,;onci l.iatiqn ~md Month Grid reports werqiresente9, as well as tl1e . 
December 2025 credit,car<;l s~ateme.nr.~. 

~· . ,(· • : r 

Mr. ~appitelli rep•)rted t'hat M.::>. Rogers and Ms. P·rye worked very nard the past week to get 
2_t:.25 closed and:. 2026 o~:ened in timt~ fur the board meeting tonight. 

\• 
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· Ms. Mollanl made a inotion to adjpum into executive session at 8:06 p .. m. pursuant tC! Ohio· 
Revised Code 121.22 (G)(J) for employment. ·Ms. Beckett-Hill sec.onded the motion. Vote: 
All' ·Aye . 

Mr .. Collins, Mr. Zappit.elli. and Chief Connor joined. the Executive Session .. 

Chi~f Comlor left cxectiti.y~ sessioai at 8:37p.m.· 

·'. 
Ms. Motl~rd made a motion to close out of·executive session :at 9:01 p.m. Ms. Bcckett-Hill 
sr:cnnded the motion. Vote: All Aye 

.6.!UQURNME~1= 

Ms .. ·Mollard made i• motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:01 p.m .. Mt~. SebeH seconded the ., 
monon. Vote:· All Aye 

BOARD OF"TRU~TEI::.S: _ .......... _. .. ___ .,. ________ _.... __ 
• I) . -~-~~ ~lard, Trustee 
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