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Minutes of Meeting P·la\n Township Board of Trustee Meeting · 

The Plain Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at 8:00a.m. at the Fire Station, 9500 
Johnstown Road, New Albany, OH 43054. 

Ms. Mollard called the meeting to .order. Ms. Mollard led·the Trustees in the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the flag. ' . . 

Roll Call: Members Present: Dave Ferguson, Kerri Mol lard and Jill Beckett-HilL Others present: 
Administrator B~n Collins, Fiscal Officer Bud Zappitelli, Assistan.t ChiefEcleberry, Maintepance 
Supervisor Bob Pharris, and Finance Officer Courtney Rogers. Vi·sitors present: Mike Durik and 
Matt ·Gauss 

ADDITIONS·.OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

None 

PAYMENT ·OF THE BILLS 

Ms. Molla·rd made a motion to pay the pending warrants in the amount of $438,791.62. 
Mr. Ferguson second¢d the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 25101501) 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Ms. Mollard made a .motion to approve the October 1, '7025 Board of Trustees Meeting 
minutes with co'rrections. Mr. Ferguson seconded the motion. Vote; All Aye (Resolution 
25101502) 

NEW ALBANY CITY COUNCIL LIAISON- MIKE DURIK 

Mr. Durik reported that city council met last wee.k. There was a prociamation declaring October 
Hindu Her_itage Month. TheDiwafi event is h~ppening this Saturday. 

·City Council also approved a final plot plan for the Haines Creek development. It 'is fo 56 units 
and should finish out a portion of that community. 

A resolution w.as passed aut!l.ori~ing the amended joint operating agreement for. the McCoy 
cc~nter. 

A l<trge pbrtion of the meeting was .spent discussing ordinances related toe-bikes ai1d scooters. 
Approximately 15 residents were in attendance to speak about th.e rise in e-bikes within the 
commun ity . Mr. Durik explained that there are three cfasses ·of e-bike?. Class 1 and Class 2 are 
under 750. watts and have pedals .for manual power. Clas.s 3 bikes ·are 750+ watts with no pedals . . 
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! ... ': Within tbe State ofOhio, Class 3. bikes are considered inotbrcyeles. A driver of a Class 3 
motorbike must be 16 y,ea:rs of age, have ~ drivef's. license; and the bike must be registered. 
Clas~ 1 and 2 bikes are ·slower and c'an be oper~ted manually or with e-power. Ordi~ance 
changes that are being consid~red are speed limits on .the·shar.:ed paths, the bikes needi'ng to be 
equipped with a horn or pe.ll to announce themselves, mand~tbry helmets, reflectors 0r lights fqr 
night driving, the bikes will need.to be registered, and .an edcicational qlass at the high school will 
need to be completed. Qol.fcarts will not be,all<;>wed'on the· walking paths. The c;:ity is also 
going to r~strict use of the electric-power use of these 'bikes in certafn areas of the city, f. e. 
Market Street and Taylor Farms Park. The· city understands that the cb:altenge wil'! be enforcing 

. these hew rules. Mr: Dut ik indicated that there will be· a lot of commu~icati6n from the city once 
ordinances ar~ vote.d on. Ms: Mollar,d mentioned that the city may, want to specifically add an 
exetnption for motorized' wheelchairs to the m<;>tor vehicle restrictions. 

. ADMINISTRATOR 

Mr. Collins reported th~t he is working with Ms. Reife on getting the annual pool survey out-to 
residents. They will c;:ollect the feedback and· report back to. the Board. Mr. Collins. expects to do · 

· th_e crad!tional report on the pooi sea~on at th~ first m~eting in Novembe,t;. 
. . 

M r. Collins heard from the City ofNew Albany that they are working with the Goqgle team on a 
sound fi~ld :~tudy . Mr. CoUins is workingwith them onidentifying suitable ·location.s to gather 

'' , I "' . ' , 
'the sound information. He strongly enco'uraged them to .use Pine-Meadow. Drive. Mr. Collins 
stated rhat there is <\0 inferesting,provision that is separate from the city's traditional gent;ral 
noise Ot:di'nance\ ar.d it refer'ences'the average sound cr~ated at the. ·street leV\![ of th~ neare~t 
residenJial district. Mr. Ferguson asked ·if Mr. Cqllins knew what the city engineer's plan$ were 
t<J mitigate the noise. M'r. Col Hils di<;l, not know specifics but that the city is loo~ing , into options. 

Mr. Collins reminded ·the .Beard that the Township typically atten.ds a City Council. meeting in · . 
the fall to give a township update .. He asked the trustees to loqk.'at their sched~ie and report back 
with their av-ailabilit)·. Ms. Beckett-Hill also asked the E3oa'rd to put a schoq·r board meeting on 
the calendar. · 

Mr. Col!.ins reported · that EMS billing was up 7% ove·r last year. 

· The Wreaths Across .America event is coin.ing up oit December p~11 • This year there are.606 
veteran graves. In the past, after public donations, the township sharep the balanc~ with the City 
of New Albany. ~lr. C.ol.Ji'ns stated that he reached out to QTS_ a .cqrripan.y that now has a , .. 
footprint in New Albai1y, but he hasn' t heard back. QTS sponsprs an Arlington Nrttional 
Cemetery event, so Mr.. Coilins thought they might be i.nterested in ·partnering with the township 
Iocall~· . · 

' . 
Ms. Mollard asked .ifthe Haines Creek grading issue was resolved W,ith the neighbor. ·Mr. 
Collins reported' that it was such a dry summer, he d~d not receive any complain~s. However, he 

' Cloes n.ot think there was any sign'it'ic.ant change in the plan. Ms. Mollard al.so inquired about tlje 
emails regarding het:bicide spraying. M,r. Collins reported tha~ he contihues to work with AEP 
on the issue , · 

~11·s. rviollard continued the distussi,on around the Phil'anthropy Pol icy. She made changes to the 
draft that was · pr~sente·d . a,tthe last meeting. l\1r. Coilins foupd a donation policy from 2011. She 
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modified the new policy to inc-l-ude pool pass donatio~s and the other items that were discussed .at 
the ' last meeting. Mr. Collins .. stated th~t he wants to make sure the new policy include.s any 
provisions from the 201 t policy and ppssibly reference that it s.upersedes any prior policies. _Ms. 
Beckett-.Hill feeis that there needs to be more· information regarding reaLl~state. Mr. Ferguson . 
feel~ that this shouid be used as guidelines ver8us a firm pplicy. Mr. Ferguson stated. that the · 
township, historica!Jy, .ha:s. not made· a l'ot ofphilanthropiC donations; except for pool .passes. The 
township has most!'y invested in infrastructure (parks) anci con1munity assets like the McCoy 
Center. Ms, Mollard pointed. out that she made a statement surrot~rtd1ng the Township's. . 
priorities for donatibns. Mr. Ferguson also brought up the fact tha:t the.Plai.n Township Fire 
Dypartment has· loaNed·outequipll!ent and appar·atus to other'fire departments. Ms . .Moll'ard 
.asked the Board fo read, review and send any sugg~sted changes to her. 

Ms. Beckett-H~H made a Motion.~·t~~ pass Resoh,1ti.{~n No. 2510151\.l. . 

W~EREAS~ ,the-Joint Operating Agreemen(jor the New Albany-Performing A,rts Cef!ter. was 
originallyadopted iri 2004 as a joint Initiative by the Board of Education'o.f the Plain Local 
S.chool ·Dist·rict,("Schoo! District'~), 'the Village of New ·Albany ("New Alban:y"), t~e Board 

·of Tr ustees of Plain Township ('•Plain Township")~ the New Albany Community · 
Fou'ndation (''.Foundation"kand'th.e Jeanpe·B. McCoy .Communi.ty·Center For tbe A,rts 
Corporatioo· ('".McCoy Center") with a subsequen't amendment in 2008 and 20'16; and 

WHEREAS? 'the parties have ~t')ncluded that the. Joint Operating Agreement requires · 
aniendmenJ to (•.larify 'and restate certain provision:s and 'to provide, among· other 
objectives, a revised governing boa·nt structure .and funding from the ·City of,Ne~v Albany 
to the New Albany Con'lmunity· Arts Center. ,. 

. . 

NOW, T:UER.EF'()RE~ BE. IT RESOLVE.i:> by the Board. of Trustees ·o'f Plain Township; 
tha.t: · . . · 

J • • ' 

. · (l) Th~ Thi'rd Amended.and Restated.Joi.nt Op,eratiJ)g Agreement.fdr the New. Albany 
. PerfoqningArts Center att.ach.ed to this Resolution is hereby adopte<J. 

: (2) Tow~ship Administi•ator Ben Coll.ins is authorized t~ execut~ the. Third Amended , 
.· :and ~estated J:oint Operating Agreement fo.r th~ N~w 'Aibany Petdormiilg.Arts · 

Center on ·bt~half oftbe Plail). Township Baard ofTI:"tlste~s. 

Ms .. lVfollard seconded the Motion. Voh;: ).U Aye. 
' ' 

Mr. CQllins repo~ted that there was' n question about the treatJ;nent ofcur:reHt ~p:-pointees, to, ~he 
Nlc(!oy board t])at were previously appointt:d by the toundaHon. Because of the· re-comp.osition 

· of the 6oard, some of those pos·itio'ns will be eliminated, One thought ·in that the 'curren·f 
~1ppom{:~e might c;:infon unt.ihheif -cu.rrent term endr{ or a second option would b~ for one of the 
remainir1g ·~ntitie s w appoi~t om1 oJ~hose members to a vacancy as .it o·pens . The Township wiU 
have ont? vacancy .ianuary i , 2026. 

• ; - t ·. ' 
· .. , .. 

•!' 
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WHEREAS, The Plain Town&hip .:Board ofTrustees (the "Boanl'') i~ the chief legislative.· 
body. of Plain Township, ~Frankl.!n County, Ohio (the "Township~'); 

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Section 505.707 permits.:a township board of trustees to 
appropriateJrom the township general revenue fund moneys nof appropriated for any 
·Other purpose to an organization that the board determines serves a community purpose 
and lh~t is exempt from federal taxation under subsection 50l(a) and described in 
subsection 50l(c)(3) of the ''Internal· Revtmue Code of 1986," 100-Stnt. 2085, 26 P.S.C. 1, as 
amended; anu 

WHERt~;AS, The New Aloany--PJ.ain Township Historical SoCiety ("NAPTHS'') is a 
50l(c)(3) that serves .a community ·purpose by helping members of the community achieve 
an -understanding ofthe·area' s history through the collection and preservation ofartifacts, · 
do<:uments, and ora~ ac~ounts. The NAPTHS is committed to pr·esening and d~cumenting 
local history. for future genemtions; and 

WHEREAS, NAPTHS fsin the process of raising revenue to fund. a statu_te honoring Plain 
Township' s only Goi.d Star veteran, Navy Corpsman ·Mike Butsko, who was killed in action 
in Vietnam; and 

\\'HKREAS~ I he Gold Stat Memorial Stf}tue will be placed in th.e City ofNew 'Aibany 
Veteran~ M(mwrial Park to be deveJotwd by the Cit)· of New 1\!b:auy; ·and · : 

w:ln~REAS, the Board believe:)· that ~t is in tbe best interest of the Township and its 
residents to donate funds -as set tol·th below to the NAPTHS to assist with the cost ·ofthe 
statute ofXavy Corpsman'Mil<,e B~tslm. 

RESOLUTION · -. 

NOW, THER:t;:F'ORE1 BE IT RESO~"VED that th~ Board ofTownship Trustees of Plain 
Towri~hip, Fnmklin County, :Ohio" that the following Resolutions be and hereby are. 
ado'ptcd : 

'RESOL V.ED, that ·t}le Boanl. hereby appa:oves and· app-ropriates from the. Township 
• ·. r -. . .. . . , . ' 

Gen~'ral~{e\-;en.ue :fund.$20_,000 to the NAl'TliS, which. the Bo~r~ determines serves a 
community purpose an_d is exempt frorn federal taxatio·n·.under subsection 501(a) and 
desedbed hi subsection 501(~)(3) ofthe ''lnternaiReven.ue Code Of 1986'; II fUO Stat. 2085, 
26 26 u:s.!C. 1, -as amended. The donatiori of the $20,000 -is to· be ~sc~l'soiely fot· the costs 
associated -\vlth the statue honot'ing PI~ in Township resident Na·vy Corpsman Mike But~ko 
to. be plact~d in the Clty-ofNew Albany Veterans Memorial Park. This cost -shall be paid 
from ·fund 1000-120--5~099 (General~ Twp Otller Expenses). 

:BE lT F'URT,IiER' R'E:S9LVEDl that th~ Uoar:g hereby aut\J.orizes,_ e;mpowers,, and 
.11 ppoi nts, {~n bcbalf of the _B:oa rd, Tqyv!l,s:h ip Act~~jnist~utor: Ben ColJins, on behalf of the. 
Townsh!p and·, if neccssal"Y and/ot; deslr;ccble, to take any and ali actions, so loiig as thuse, 
actions .are oot ·inconsb~tent with this Resolution or adverse-to the T•:>wnshtp to carry out 
t!v.! dona't ton to NAPTHS. · · 

I . . ~· 

. : J 
. ·. : 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board finds and determines that all formal 
actiQns of thi!'l Board concerning a.nd relating to tbe· passage of t~is Resolution were taken 
'jn an open meeting of this Board, and that all deliberations of this· Board that resuited 'in 
such formal action 'were in meet~ngs open to the· public, in compliance with all legal 
requirements. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this ·Resolution- shall be in full .force and effect 
immediately upon its adoption. 

Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye 

ZONING· 

Mr. Collins reported there was a Board of Zoning Appeals meeting last night. There were six 
variance heahngs, mostly accessory structures, setbacks, and size/height issu{:s. 

Mr. Collins stated that.hc is :still coll~cting a list of items tq address if the Townshij) decides to 
update it zoning text. .He. mentioned that one issue will likely be having live animals in the 
Township. There are a lot offami.lies who want to have animals, such as chickens or goats. The 
Towns.hip ~urrently )la,s. an active cattle farm on Bevelhymer Road, and there are some horse 
farms that are still active. Current zoning requir~s 5 acres for raising animals. 

ROAD/MA1Nrt'ENANCE 

Mr. Pharris reported that maintenance staff are finishing up the last foundation for the year .at the 
cemetery. The pool has bet;n winterized; however, staff still n~eds to put 4P plywood. Ifthe 
·weather holds out, Mr. Pharris will'tr,y to get additional painting done at.the pool. Mr. Pharris 
stated that SwimSafe is finished fll the pool1 so their final payment can be released. I~r. C<.11Lins 
mentioned that staff are still working ·with. Sw.imSafe to understanp the. invoice for swim lessons. 
There were 54 hours of private swim ·lessons·, but the township was invoiced for 120 hours of 
instruction. ' · · 

Mr. Fe:rgus()n in'quired a~otit the. right-of-.way update in Mr: ~Pharris ' . report. Mr. {:'harris 
explained that ther:e art< conctete repairs needed·on the sidewalk behin9 the concession stand . 
Some m:cas can probably be repaired .but there are parts· that wi!J likely need to be replaced. Thi~ 
!and is curtentty ~\~ned by the Parks District.. There are p'lans to adju.s.t the right-.of-way 
bc,und~ry ~o that the city will take over the street, and the parkirtg ,spots, but Mr Collins does not 
know the Timetable for that: · 

- ' 
FIRE DEP ARTMEN"[ 

Assistant ChiefEcl~be.rry reported that he, Chief Connor, Mr. Collin's and Ms. Beckett-Hill 
c.o-Ptinue to nwe(with Schorr An~hitec~m. Plans arc moving forwat:d. -

T!te open, house was thi:> past weekeod. The weather vvas terrific :and the turn-out was good . 
Assistant Chief Ecieber.l;'y thank~d. the maintenance staff for ~]!.their hard wor~ making the tire 
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statir;r, look nice. He also th<'.nked the firefighters for prcviding food and working or: their days 
o(f; 

The P'TFD is hosti::1g a v.·cek-)G!lg Hazmat.technician cla,ss starting October271h. Six members 
ot'the department wiU attend the class and receive the ~ertification at no cost. 

ThP. rescue engine is expected tp arrive the fi(st week of Novewber. Training will be scheduled· 
on.ce Assistant Chief Ecl~berry has a firm date. There \ll~ iU also be a dedication c~rem@y: 

The resQli.!tion on the agr:nda is fc,r repairs that were needed on \'ledic 122. The mair1 c.ontrol 
pane! needed to be replaced . 

Ms. Mo lard asked about the timing of a press release to announce the SAJ<ER' grant award cmd 
the g )ft ·of la11d for Station 122. Mr. Collins thinks tha.t these. two things should be announced 
and .cnmmunicmed independentlY . 

• , • • , i ; . : • • ,• ~ I : 

lVfs. Br~ch.elt-Hill reported that the details of the r;Jonatitm of the land are .sti'lL being worked out. 
The Town;;hip ::ec.cived ~n. upd,ate from New Alhany Company .on the deed; however, the land 

, has not offictally b~eeu tnin#en:ed ypt. The To:rvnship js waiting ro see .how the e~sernent 
resen~at.ion is: going to be addressed. Mr. Collins stated that there is no certainty on when the 
transfer will be·compl'etd:t. · 

A~ for the·S.AFER gran\, Chief Connqr accepted· the award bu'thas not rt::ceived any fiJrther 
·:;omrtuinicat:io;r;fr.qin FEiv1A. · ~1r: Ferguson asked additioria.l 'cttiestiom; about the grant and 'if 
th,~rc are 'a"Hy·limttations ·oi'J: how the f unds are used . Mr. Coi'll'ns stated ·that..the grant"pwvides 
funding "f~i)r th·.: em.p,loyme1:n· of additional firefighters. There is a co~;t sh,are to th~ 'rownship .. 
Th~ f)_r,s"i and. second y~ar, the grant provides 751% of funding:· The 3ra.year, the grant pr~rvides 
35% .. _The gran~:·s, perfonnanc.e period'begins March 23,2026, andthe Township hasthree· yee;1rs 
to use the tmmey. If the Town.ship weFe to delay the hirmg offirefighters, that prorated snan~ . 
woulcl ·be iost. · 1\tlr: Coli ins· stat'ed ihat the. Township''s intent would· he to hire the firefighters fof' 
a l~te March ,2026 start date, .get tJ1em on boarded. learn the community' and eqLiipri1ent, and be 
rea:iy foi· as~ignmerits once the 'ncw··station is open. · · ·· ' 

·. : . 

Ms. Ueck\.~tt~HiH made, a Motion. to pass R(lsolution No. 25101Sf'l. .IJe it res~l~ed to 
aJlpi:ov.e pa)'.rnent. to: A.thmtic Emerg~ncy Solutions ,iq th~ amount vf$7~ 14i.43 · fc:r repa~rs 
to.Medlc 122 ~ut of(un~ 21ll -~·20-5.8024 (Fire District-Repairs-Non .. Rou,tine) .. 

Atlantk Jj:·meq;,·en~y ~olutifi~Hl · · · 
48 Kf~Qla Drive. 
Re:~~uuid~bui·g; ·r-&hio ~30Q8 · 

. . 
~s. l'J:oHard sc~mt~ied:fh{' !':'I?tion: ~ote: ,AllAy~ • . 

. ; 

Thr;: Stp.te!.nber. 2\125 B:mk R(;conGil.iation and Morwh-End reports were.prt:·seru;ed. 
• . 1 • • • ' • • . • 

.. 

, : · . • ': 
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Mr. Zappitelli highbght~d the fad. that the Fiscai office qpe~ed ,~higher interest earning sweep 
account at Huntingwn. Ms. Roge(s .shared that she j pst'transferr(-;d·,$l·M from Star Ohic to . 

· Huntington to pc.y for the ·new engine. l'vls . Roger-s also sharyd that the Tqwnsh lp has not yet 
receiv~d the 2nd half TIF receipts from the City ofNe\v Albany. She expeuts them at the t~rfd t)f 

October or beginning of. November. Mr. Collins stated thatthe Township has·budget!1d for $2M 
i·n TTF reeeipts· and h<:is t'ect>ivcri $l.ll\i~ in the first h~lf. . 

iVb . Mel lard hRd questions· about some ot1tstanding chec,ks .. One Jar·gq ch.eck fo} tb~:~ l i:ebron 
Youth softball league w(ls for a u::mce'lled pool party. Ms ~ :~rxe ca!lt;cL,the cor1.tact for ,tb ~ s group 
and ()1e customer i.ndicated that she did in fact teceive th~ check. Ms .. f. rye ask~:d her to try to 

. . 
iocate a11d cash the ch1..:ck before the. Fisc.al office musi: reissue . The fiscal office h~Khad trm.ible 
reaching outto the owner o.fthe O' .. lt'standing clwck fi'Om 2023. Ms: Roger:::. also shared that· 
Huritingto11 charges $35 to -put a swp payment op a .. check before tht~ . iiscal office can reissue:, 

I 

NEW· ALBANY COMMUNITY 'FO,TJNDATlON. 
~. ~-- . ' ----"t- :r-----·· . 

Ms .. l\llo,ll~rd shared. tbal' she .is still w~lting on the fu!lY,signed letter of;tr~nsmi~tal for the new 
a<;count · · · .. . 

., >.,. 

' ' . 

.li~~W.::.ill!~N: P~.;:.{\l21 L~:~;A!, SCII'OOI, _80..::<\R~ 

Ms. Bed ert-Hill' wi li r.ot be able 't.o attend next. week ' s m~t~tir;g .. Si1s; wi ll <vyat<;h i,t.onl ine and · 

t;eport back. . . 

,ADJOUR~MENT . 

· ~Ms. MoJian :\ made a ni~)ti!lu t~, ·~djuurn the meeting· at 8:54 a.m.· Ms. Bed(ett-HiH sed)nded 
' u.J motion; \''otc: All · Ay'e . ' I ' . ' 

BOARH ·OF' TR\.JSTEES: ---------. ~·---~-

'r 

. ' •• . : >' 
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