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.Mihutes of Meeting . ' Plain Township Board of Trustee Meeting 

The Plain Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at 6:30p.m. at the Fire Station, 9500 
Johnstown Road, New Albany, OH 43054. 

·Ms. Mallard call~d the. meetihg to order. Ms. Mallard led the Trustees in the Ple<;ige of Allegiance 
'to the .flag. 

Roll Call: Members Present: Dave Fergl}son, Kerri Mallard and Jjll Beckett-Hill. Others pr~sent: 
Administrator Ben Cpllins, Chief Coru10r, Battalion Chief Dudley, Fiscal Officer Bud Zappitelli, 
and Finance Officer Courtney Rogers. . · 
Visitors present: Bans Schell, De.r;mis Keesee, Tim B~tsko, Scout Master Larry Potter, and Thomas 
Leukart. 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

Ms. MolHu'd stated that Scout Master Larry Potter will talk about the Wreaths Across America 
project at .toe beginriing of the meetin~. Mr. Coliins added Resolution Z 1. 

' 
WID~ATHS ACROSS' AMERICA 

S(fout Me1ster Larry Potter brought the Wreaths Across·'America program to New,Albany and 
' ' 

Maplewood Cemetery-a fe.w years agq. This year'~ ceremony will take,place on December 13, 
1 2025, at 12 p.m. Wreaths for each branch ·.of military service will be pre~ented and then the 

community members in atten.dance will ·place wreaths ·on each v.et(;!ran' s grav~. As that happens, 
the scouts ·will read each name aloud and ring the memorial bell to honor the veterans. The Scout 

·troop has added two more cemeteries for this year. The <;ost per wreath is $17and·Mr. Collins 
advised we had 585 w:reaths lc;tst year. The program is np longer offeri~g a free wreath with the 
purchas.e· Of 2. Mr. Collins will reqtiest the City of New Albany to split the cost again this year. ' 

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS 

Ms. Mollard made:a.motion to pay the pe)lding warrants in tQe amount. of $785,910.65. 
Ms. Beckett-Hill seconc:lcd the motion. Vote: All Aye. (ResoJution 2S091001) . 

APPROVAL .OF 1\UNUTE~ 

.Ms. MQlhud made a moti.on to approve the August 20, 2025 Board of Trustees Meeting 
minutes. Mr. Ferguson s~con(led the motion, Vote·: AU (Resolution 25091002). 



NEW ALBANY CITY COUNCIL LIAISON- MIKE DURIK 

Mr. Our'ik was not .in attendance, 
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. NEW ALBANY PLAIN LOCAL SCHOOLS LIAISON..:. PAUL NAUMOFF 

·Mr. Naumoffwas not in attendance. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OF.FICE- DEPUTY UPTON 

Deputy Upton was not jn attendance. 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 

Thom~s Leukart, whoreside.s on Pine Meadow Road, attended the meeting to discuss the noise 
.level' coming from .the data centers nea,r his propetiy.' .bne data center became operational about 
• ·90. days ago anq it sounds like a freight-train 24 hours a day, seven days a week .. He asked '.if 
"Plain Township and/or the city of New Alpany have· a noise or nuisan~e ordinance and reque.sted 
. no more-data centers be built in the area:. Mr. Le.ukart wQuld like guida,nce on ~ow to proceed 
· with limiting the noise coming from the data center, possibly sound wall:;; or something similar. 

J:Ie also noted that the Go ogle· data center is not as noisy becau$e they l,lSe a water-cpoling 
system. Attending the board meeting was Mr. Lenkart'·s first step and he is asking the Trustees 
for helpwith moving forward. The Trustees offered to talk to the 'City ofNew Albany on his 
behalf and communi~ate back to him. Mr. Ferguson also sugg~styd tal~ing to. the City 
Development Department at New Albany, .l\1r. Collins alsonoted that there are more data 

· c.enters planned for that corridor. 

Dennis Keesee and Tim Butsko were in attendance to give an u,pdate on their fundraising for the 
I' Gold Star l)tlemorial. Mr. ~eesee reported that the N€w Albany-Plain Township Historical 

Society'has.coll.ected $11.2,849.81 with additional pledges of$2,00Q. This has 'be.en a grass-roots 
fundra!sing effort with. a 1ot of small donation's. They have received seven gold star ·sponsors, 
which is. $1.0,000. Unfortunately, the historical society has yetto receive. any sizable donati?ns 
from large companies. The· total cost of the·.memorial is $1SO,QOO. ·Mr. Keesee atso r~ported 
that the sculpt~re. is .co~pletely done. It has been moved 'to a foundry in Cleveland for the next . 
steps in fabrication. Mr. Keesee was hoping to have it ready by V~teran' s Day 2025 in 
November,' but it does not look like that target will be met. He is now planning for Memorial 
Day 2026. Ms. Mollard asked who' would own the statue and, maintain it. Mr. Keesee responded 
tqat they do not have a contract with the City of.New Albany. Mr. Ferguso,n advised he "Yili be. 
m,eeting with Mayor Spalding to see the plans for the Veteran '.s Memorial Park. lYfs. Mollard 
said ihe Trustees will gather more infm:matio~. before making a gift ·· 



,, 

', 

'. 
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·Mr. Keesee has also offered,to help the City of New Albany come up with the. names 6f aH the 
soldiers from New Albany in the past_20d years. These names will be irt the new Veteran's · 
Memorial Park. 

ADMINISTRATOR 

Mr. Collins reported that. the pool season has ended. The' maintenance department is starting to 
clean up and tackle maintenance items. The number of pool visits were dov.'n 7%from·last year, 
totaling-$30,000. He also reported that the Walnut Street/Bevelhymer intersection is closed for 
construction ofthe roundabout. There have ·been some complaints about visibility on some . 

' Township roads due to vegetation. Mr. Collins advised we have a preview. of our annuai.report of 
the fire station, and we r:ecei'ved an update from Schorr Architects regar:ding the fire station 
·plmmirig efforts. Mr. Collins wouid like to fimiliz~ the lease language for the 39 2nct · st~eet 
property. 

The 45 2nct Street property still needs flooring and paint, whi'Gh is estimated to cost $14,000. '· 

Guzzo & Garner C\1s.tom Builders is interesttJd in .renting the property and has pr,oposed finishing 
the space in exchange for a $250 reduction in rent. Mr. CoHins pointed out that the $250 rent 
reduction over 3 years will t0tal $900.0, which is l~ss than our oost to. finish the -space. Ms. 
Mollatd said the prop0sal seems reasonable. Ms. Beckett-Hill said the space has· beep well 
prepped by the maintenanc~ staff and that Guzzo & Garner would proviqe.an elevated finish to 
th~ flooring. She also noted they would make a great tenant. Mr. Ferguson iriquit:ed about 
t~rmin~tion clauses. Mr. Zappitelli .stated it sou~ds)ike an exce'ilent deal. . · 

Ms. MQilard· made a m~tion tb author.ize our Township Administrator to pr~ceed with' 
lease negotiations with Guzzo & Gai~ner Custom Builders as discti~sed. Ms . . Beckett-Hill 
seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (~esolution 25091003) · 

Mr. Ferguson ·made a ·Motion t<.\ pass Resolution No. 250910AL Be it resoived, to pay 
SwimSafe ~ool :Management, Inc .. , 107 .Commerce Drive, Loveland, Ohio . .45140, the 
~mount of $10,6.46.78 in per{o.rman.ce incentives for the 2025 pooJ IJlanagement contract, 
front fund 2171-610-53060 (Pool- Contra,cts). This .amount includes $100 each for 35 ... 
lifeguard cer~it1cation reim.bursements for lifeguards who worked at lea~t J 00 hours ~t 
Plain Township and a 3%. contra,ct ·lncenti,ve,for fully staffing the fac,ility throughout the 
season. Ms. Bec·ketf-Hill seconded -the Moti0n. Vote: All Aye. 

ZONING 

Mr. Collins reported that Ms. Fee -attended the Board of Zoning Appeals meeting last night arid 
there we-re 6 appiications for variances. A public hearing will be held on the variances next 
month .. Mr. Collins reported that the park.ihg· issues that were previously discussed have been · 
resolved for now. Tne vt~hicle owner is no longer parking on the street, so no action is'Tequired at 
this -time. Mr. Collins introduced a resoluti'on regarding a property near Pine Meadow and Morse 
Roads that ·has o'vergrowi1 weeds and grass. 

. . ... . .. 

•' 



Ms. Beckett-HiU made a Motion to ·pass Resolution No·. 250910Zl 
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.WHEREAS, the overgrown weeds a.nd vegetation located at Plain Township Parcel 
Number 220-001582 and located at 7766 -Morsc Road, New Albany, Ohio 43054 constitute a 
nuisance that is present and ongoing; 

THEREFOR BE IT RESOLVED, that the Plain Township Board of Trustees hereby 
. orders the owners Troy and ElizaJ:>eth Wh~ley to· abate, control, or remove said .overgrown 
w.eed.s and vegetation th.at are a pre.sent· and ongoing nuisance; 

BE IT FU~THER RESOLVED, th~t if said overgrown weeds and vegetation arc not . 
aba(ed~ controlled, or removed, or ifprovisjo·~ for its abatement, control or removal is n!)t 
made within seven (7) days, the Plain 1'ownship Board of Trustees shall'provide for the 
abatement, control or removal of said nuisance;, 

BE IT FUR)'HER RESOLVED, t.h.at any expenses, incurred by the Plain Township . Board 
of Trustees in providing for the .abatement, control, or rem.oval of said .nuisance shall be 
paid out of,the townsh~p genei;~l fpnd from moneys not. otherwi~e appropr:iated; · 

1 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Plaj~ Towqship Board of Trustees shall make a 
written report to the couQty auditQr identifying the premises and aU expenses .incurred in 
providing for the abatement, control, or removal of said nuisance. Any expenses.lncun:ed 
shall be entered upon the tax duplic.ate and become a lieo upon the Hmd''from the date of 
entry~ 

·Ms. MoHar~ seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye. 

ROAD/MAINTENANCE 

Mr. Collins reported that .the mainten.ance departmeht did a nice job. resetting th~' floors at 45 2nd 

St.reet and qow th~y are \V.i~terizing the ppoL The new pool gate was well used and . is a n\ce 
addition. The pool furniture has been moved to storage·. Soon the staff will need to prepare the 
tru~ks f<?r snow and ice and get the, plows from storage. 

Ms. Mollard inade a ·Motion to pass Resolution No. 250910Ml. Be ,it resolved, to incre,ase 
purchase ~rder ~5-0000~~0 for Jason Pip~r by ·$500.00 for the pouring of footers out of 
fund 2041-41Q-58099 (Cemetery-Other Expenses). Mr. Ferguson seconded the 1\fotion. 
Vote: .All Aye. · 

·I 

FIRE DEP ARTMEN~f 

Chi'efConnor reported that the lettering and graphics have been completed on .the new fire 
engine and it's now .'at Heritage for the, equipment to be mounted. It may ·not be ready in time for 
the Open_House. The current engine had some issues with the transmission sensor; but it' has 
been replaced. There \viH be a ceremony for· the new engine so resident& can .see it. ChiefConnor 
advised the bay painting will begin next Tuesday and will be completed by Friday. There was a 
leak into the weight room and some dr.ywall needed to be replaced. The goal is to have· 
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everything completed for the Open House. The new furniture has been ordered, but no delivery 
date has been set. The new Battalion vehicle is being upfitted and it will be delivered next week. 
The old Tahoe will be moved to the back as a station vehicle. 

Assistant Chief Ecleberry met with Newcomer regarding the. crack~ in the· concrete. Newcomer 
said the la,rge cracks need to he addressed and they will provide an· estimate. Ms. Mollard asked 
if the concrete was under waqanty and what js the caus~ of the cracking. Chief Connor advised. 
the new concrete is not under warranty and believes the fi~e engines. driving on it cau.sed the 
cracks. Ms. Mollard asked if the. cracked concrete is schedhled to be rem.oved with the parkwaY, 
extension for Children's HospitaL Mr. Collins advised ~hat it is a different location. Chief 
Cotmor would like to w~it until next spring to comple~e . these rel?airs. 

Chief Connor recently rriet with Schorr Architects and continues to be impressed with Mr. 
Garnmella who is leading the project. Chief Connor hopes the. City'ofNew Albany's review 
boards will move quickly since they have already seen the design. He noted 'Ms. Beckett--Hill 
was working .on the hmd donation and the deed. The next ster1.is to get the project cost. 

The A&F Challenge is next Friday and Post Malone is performing. Eight fi'refighters. 'Nill work 
ovettime for this event, .but Abercrombie & Fitch will fund it. ;post Malone.'s team wanted 
additional pyrotechnies that were ,not induded in thei <?ri&inal permit. 

Chief Connor relayed that Ms. Boyden has been very responsive to the dei:J.artment's needs and 
has really increased the fire station's soci.al medi~a presence. 

Chief Connor noted there ha:;; been a deciine in Columbus routes and .attributes it to an 
operational decjsion rna.de by. the interim chief. Chief Connor advised there has· betm an increase 

. i:1 Licking County run.s1' but i1ot eno~tgh to offset the declini.ng Columbus runs. They may not 
meet the 3000 runs made last ~ear. 

Ms. Mallard asked Chief Cmmor to obtain information on the·.ruRs to New'Albany/Liclsing 
County. She .also inquired about MECC. .Chief Cortnor ad vi' sed MECC r~cently transi~ioned into 
Tyler Tel.:hnology, but is still not .connected. They are, working on getting tied into ticking and 
Delaware countie~. Mr. Collins.explained MECC'_s carryover will be drawrf down significantly 
this year without'Piain Towpship'8 ~ontrihution and they recognize the· need to address their fee 
schedule. · Chief Connor said the relationship with Licking County Dispatch is very good and he's 
very l.rappy with the response times. The closest rescue unit is dispatched ,cvery time. f:I~ noted 
the turnaround time from when Licking County receives a can and ·dispatches us is 31 seconds . . '\ . 
on average. 

Mr. ~erguson· rp.ade. a Motion · ~~ pa.ss Resolution No. 25091'0Fl:· 

WHEREAS, the Plain To~·nship Ho,ard of Trustees r~cognizes tJ'te benetits .derived from 
the bard. ~or~, ·sacrijipe~ and tii~waveririg .dedi~ation thai firefighters have conttibut.ed ' 
throughout this comttry, the. State of Ohio, and within Plain Township ,and New Albany; · 
and . .. · · '. · . · · .. ·. . · · : . · 

' ' 

· WJIEREAS, the Plain Township .Fire· Der.)artment is committed to .. saving lives through 
educationi ep.g~·genlent~ and cnwrgcncy ser•;ices to ensure-a ~;omm.unity that h: informedj 
'~onned:ed~ and safe; iind . 
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WHEREAS,. the role of a firefighter today is one ·o.r dedication, commitment, sacrifice, and 
~illingness to put their ·liv¢s on the line; . and 

WHEREAS, firefighters continue to play an integral role in protecting the 4ealth and well-
. being of our community members, preventing and preparing·for the emergenctes when . 

they arise; and ,, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Plain Township Board of Trustees does 
hereby proclaim the month of September as Firefighter Appreciation Month an~ urges all 
comm~nity members to honor the firefighters who put their health and w~ll-being at risk 
in service .to our community ~very day. 

· M~: Mollard seconded th.e.l\'lotion. Vote: All Aye; 

Ms. Beckett-Hill asked the Trustees if they wanted to discuss Res<;>lution F2 prior to voting'. Mr. . 
Collil).s advised the total cQst is the . same as. a year ago and that $66,000·has be~n credited .' Mr. 
Zappitelli noted $98,000 wasrpreviously paid, but it included a traffic study. The Trustees and 
Mr. Zappitelli agreed it looks reassmable. 

M·s. Heckett-Hill ·made a Motion to pass Resoh~tion No. 250910F2. 
'' < 

PREAMBLE 

WJJEREAS, The Rlain Township Board of Trustees (the "Board'1) is the chief legislative 
body of Plain Township, Franklin County, Obio (the "Township"); ;md 
'WHERI~AS, the Board is considering the construction of a new Plain Township Fire 
Station #122 (the "Fire Station"); and 
WHERE:AS, Ohio Reyised Code SectiQns 153.65 -153.73 require the Township ·use.a 
qualification·-·based ·selectio,p process for selecting an architectur-al firm to assist the 
Towii~hip in providing services associated with· the proposed cons.truction of the Fire 
Station; and 
WHEREAS~ the Township. has followed the .requirements of the Ohio Revised Code and 
ranked the Schorr: Ar.ch'ifects first and nego~iated a contract; and . 
WHEREAS, .the Board believes that .it is in the best' interest' of the Township and its 
residents to approve the contract with Schorr .A•·chitects fot· certain servi~es in connection . 
with the proposed constructiQn of the Fir~ Stati~n. 

RESOLUTION 
' ' 

NOW, THE~FORE, upon motion. of Ms. Beckett-Hill,.secorided by Ms. ·MoHa,rd, 
BE IT ~ESOL VED that the Board of Township Truste·es of Plain , . 
Township, Franklin County, Ohio, that the followirig·Resolutioiis be and hereby ate . 
adopted: · · 

RESOLVED,, that the Board hereby adopts and approves the .Project Scope and Fee 
Proposal from Schorr Architects attached hereto as Exhibit A for archit~ctural services 
associate.d with the proposed Plain Township Fire Station #122. The Board hereby 
approves the AlA Standard \format Agreement B-101: between· Owne.r and Architect (th~ 
'~Contract") in the amount of $397,720.00 and authoriZes, ~mpowers, and appoints:, on 

. I 

·l 
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behalf of the Board and the Townshi}l, the TO\vnship Administrator (the "Representative") 
to execute the Contract ii:l substantially thaffoi·m, along with any changes or amendments 
thereto., provided that the appt;oval of thos'e changes an.d amendments by the 
representative and the char.actcr of thos_e ch~nges. and amendments are. not bei.ng 
in<:onsistent with this .Resolution or' adverse to the Township, ~pd shall be evi~enced 
conclusively by the Representative's -execution of the C~mtract. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, th.at th'e Board :Unds and determines. that all formal 
acti.ons of this Board concerning, and relating to the passage of this -Resolution were taken 
in an open mceth1g M this Board, and tha~ all deliberations of this Board that resulted in 
such formal action wen~ in meetings open to the· public, in. compliance with alf legal , 
requirements.. · 

BE IT Ji~URTIJER RESOL.YED, that this ltesolution shall be In full ,force and effed ·., 
immediafely upon its adoption. . 

Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: AU Aye. 

Mr. Collins reported that New Albany Company provided a draft ofthe·donation agreement. Mr, 
Collins sent _it to legal ~ounsel and the Trust('(es for review. Mt. Collins plans to review the 
restrictions in the deed langtlage .and assumes it will be si~ilar to the land donation for the pcml. 
NACD expe_cts a tran5feqhis month, and if this occurs,. the tqwnship can move forwe1;rd with re­
zoning by :the .end ()fthe year. Ms. B.eckett-Hill stated the to-wpship has been looking at different 
elevatiq,ns across the area as well as the newest technology in garage doors. Mr; Gollimi'stated 
the'proj'ect will sell .in April and be finalized in May. Mr. Zappitelli inquired ifthe _donation · 
value of $2.45 miHioi1 impacts the township. Mr. Collins has already :asked legal ·counsel and is . 
waiting.for a response., · 

'FISCAL ~OFFICE 

. The August 2025 Bank Reco~ciliation, Month~end · reports, and credit card statements were . 
presented .. Then~ wi'll be a 'Zoom meeting with the auditor on S·eptember 15111 at 2 p.m. Mr. 
Zappitell1 and Ms. Beckett-Hill are already, sc~edul('(d to atteri~. Ms. Mollard and Mr. Ferguspn 
will join the meeting as well. · · 

Mr; Ferguson m'ade a Motion to pass· Resolution No. 250910Bl. .Be it Resolve.~: To transfer 
$1,319,000 from 2~11-220-5901.0 (Fire- T11ans(ers-Out) to.49J0-000-4903] (Capital 
Equipment-: Fire - · Transfer.s-~n). 

And be it.'resolved: To pay Sutphen a total of $935,537,.00 for the Heavy Duty Custom 
Pump·er (Engine/Rescue) out of 4910:-220-55000 (Capital Jj:quipment- Fire). 

Ms. B~ckett-Hill secon(led the Motion. Vote: All Aye. 

,· 

' '! 
I 
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Mr. Fer.g~son made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250910B2. Be it Resolved, to incre~se 
appropriations in Fund.21ll-220-58099 }~ire-Other. Expenses by $397,720.00. 
Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye. 

Mr. Beckett-Hill.made a Motion tci"pass Resolution .No. 250910.83. Be it Resolved,· to 
increase the following fund receipts by the amounts indicated: 

Fund 1000-000-47001 Interest-General -Fund receipts by ~$200,000 ;QO 
Fund 2021-000-47001 Interest-Gas Ta~ receipts by $25,000;00 
Fund 2231-000-47001 Interest-Permissive r.eceip_b by $7,000,00 
Fund 2111-.000-42()09 Fire-Other-Fire Prevention ins-pections and permits receipts 
by $130,000.00 
Fund 2111-000-48051 -Fire-Sa.le of Assets receipts by 27,000.00 
Fund ·2171-000-42011 Pool-Member~hip -receipts by $34,000.00 
Fund 2171-000-420012 Pool-Dai~y Gate-receipts by ~11;000.00 
Fund 2171-000-42016 Poo'I-Swim Lesson receipts by $13,000.00 
Fund 2903'-000-4501'9 OneOhio Opioid Settlement Fund receipts .by $10,954.32 

Ms .. Molla!'d seconde<1 the Mo~ion. Vote: All Aye. •· 

Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 2-50910B4. 

,,_,, 

., 

' ·-··I 

,. 
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Ms .. Mo_llard seconded the !\-lotion. Vote: All Aye. 
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The meeting was c.ancelled because of a lack of a quorum and has .been reschedul~d for next 
week. 

THE NEW ALBANY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION I OLD BUSINESS 

The change from endowment fund to field ofintetest fund h~s not yet been . ~ade on the 
agreement for the fire fund. Ms. MoHard will follow up with the team. 

MCCOY CENTER ·. 

Ms. Beckettcf{ill and Mr. Collins attended the stakeholders, meeting on September 2-1 ~~and they 
are working through the operating agreement The capital improvements were <:J.pproved~ and the" 
Township' s portion incr,eased from -$24,000 to $30,000. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Ms. Beckett-Hill requested to change the board meeting on Decembei· 3rd to ·anothertime. The · 
Trustees agreed to move the· meeiing to' Tuesday, December 2nd at 6:3G p.m. The second meeting 
in Dece1~ber wilL remain as scheduled. A third meeting in Decemb~r for the payment of bills wil) 
be - sched~led l~ter. 

ADJOURNM'ENT 

Ms. Mollanl.' mad.e a motion to adjourn the meeting-a,t 8:19 p.m. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded 
th,e motion. V o.te: All A,ye 

-BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 

~~ 
- Davi Ferg\1~ 

....._______ ______ _ 
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