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The Plain Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at6:30 p.m. at .the Fire Station, 9500 
Johnstown Road, New Albany, OH 43Q54. · 

Ms. Mollard called the meetin,g to order. Ms. Mollard led the Trustees in the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the fla~.· · 

Roll C~ll: Members Present:· bave Ferguson, KetTi Mollard ahd Jill BeQkett-HiiL Others pr:eseht: 
Administrator Ben Collins, Chief Co'npor, and Finance Officer Courtney Rogers. · 
Visitors present·: Hans Schell , Nathan Ralph, Annabel Spran~er 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS T·o THE AGENDA 

Ms. M~llard has a draft of the phil,anthropy and fundraising guideli11es to discuss<under ne:w 
business. 

PAYMENT OF. THE BILLS 

Ms. Mollard made~ motion to pay the pendi'ng warrants in the amount of$374,717.42. 
Mr. FergusOI} seconded the motion, V~te: All Aye. (Resolution 2510010l) 

Mr. Ferguson ·asked about the Prosign charge for the· fire prevention tableclbth, the Hom~ Depot 
charge for screw~rivers·, and the MakeStickers charge. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Ms. Mollard made a motion to· approve the September 17, 2025 Board of Trustees Meeting 
· min.utes with the corrections. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motio.n. Vote:· All (Resolution 
25100102) . . 

NEW ALBANY CITY COUNCIL LIAISON .:.. MIKE DURIK 

Mr. Duril} was not in attendance. 

NEW ALBANY PLAIN LOCAL SCHOOLS LIAISON- PAUL NAUMOFF 

Mr. NaUinoffwas not in attendance. c 

FRANKLIN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE -DEPUTY UPTON 

,,, 



D~puty Upton was not in atte'ndance: 
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- Ms. Sp.ra11ger is an urban conservation specialist with Franklin County Soil and Water. She 
reported that October l through October. 7 .Js Storm water Awareness Week. She offered to share 
promotional i'nformation that. can be shared on the township's social media. She also explained 
that the EPA permit for Frankin County will be renewed i'n· 2026. Three changes that wyre n)ade 
are: ·Storm water will now .be one word; there will be required training within 3-6 months of 
hiring for m~d departments, and regulations on private salt storage. Mr. Ferguson asked about a, 
map that was shared in years past that showed violations: Mr. Ralph explained that his office, · 
Franklin Cpunty Public Health, used to have a map·on their website but now there \s a link to 
MS4 mapping, which is a map of th.~ systems. that go into, storm drains. Mr. Ferguson asked if' 
they proactively mdnitor the systems that drain into stormwater. Mr. Raiph indicated th~t -they 
do, and they are continuously updating their information. Mr: Ralph's office i~· also looking to 
do GIS mapping of septic systems, that do hot di~charge . 
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. Mr-. Collins reported that,Governor De Wine's Property Tax Reform Working Group released its 
finaL recommendations. The recommendations indude limiting the carryover balance for an 

' taxingjuri,sdictions to '.100% oftheir budget. With. the township's propetty tax levy system, the 
township receives an influx of receipts right after a levy is passed· and then it gets spent do\Vn. 
This recommendation woul.d be \)hallengit1g fodocal government and will most likely result in 
mor.eJrequent levy ·requests. Another recomrrtendatiqn is for the governor· to form a working 
gr.oup to analyze levyls of government. Officially, they are talking about all levels of 
government, b~1t Mr. Collins feels that .it is really targeting townships. This is SOfllething to keep 

.. an eye on: The bhio ·Senate voted to overr:ide the Governor's veto on item 6.8 of H.B96. This is 
the item ,that prohibited replacement levies. Replacement levies will no longer be permitted. Mr: 
·-ferguson asked what the definition of"budget" is .. Mr. Collins. stated -that currently it is defined 
as the total of all planned expenditures for the following year plus current balance-s. The Ohio 
Township Association has an in-house lobbyist, and thyy have hired professional lobbyists who 
are at the state house every day working on these is~ues. Mr. Collins thinks that the township 
should engage with each of our legislators. Mr. Ferguson agrees that property t.axes are a real 
issue, ·and it is hurting .senim' citizens. Mr. Collins shared that one of the recommendations· is a 
tax deferral. program for seniors. Ms , Mol lard asked ab01._1t the Homestead exemption for seniors. 
She was curious about what changed because Ohio used to grant larger exemptions to seniors . 
Mr. Collins offered that .there is an inQome !eye! factor now, as·well as·the age threshold. Ms. 
B¢ckett-Hill stated that t,he income requirement was added in 201'3. 
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Mr. Colli,ns met with the insurance broker to preview the township's health -insurance renewal. 
Mr. Collins pointed out that the township renewals ha.ve had a 2% decrease ,since '2020. The 
current premiums·are the .sar:ne as they were in 2017. The township is paying 50% ofthe area 
average for single and couples coverage~ .and 37% less on family qoverage. Fqr 202'6, 
UnitedHealthcare ha~ offered a 5% rate increase, however t~ey are retiring the current plan. The 
township'$ broker is looking for the closest' plan, but the township will still go out. to the market 
and see what is available. Mr. Collins would .like to have·a recommendation for the board on 
November 5, 2025. 

J . • . • 

Mr. Collins updated the board on the lease issue at 3.9 2nd Street. He provided the response that 
'he received from 'legal counsel to the board. J_,egal counsel. thinks that there are' very limited 
chat1ces of recovering any losses. The township has incurred $3300 iti legal fees to ·date. Ms. 
Mol)ard and Ms. Beckett-Hill have no il'ltere~t in pursuing .this furtl)er. Mr. Ferguson asked if the 
township could work with a collection.agency on a percenta~e of recovery. 

Mr. Collins explained thatthe township must adopt a cybersecurity policy .. This is part ofHB· 
96. The Audit9r of State issued a bulletin outlining initial steps. The full implementation of the 
program does not &pply to townships until July 1, 2026. Mr. Collins has reached out to PSee 
Solutions for guidan:ce. · · 

Ms. Mallard presented a draft of a Phihmthropy and Fimdtaising Guidelines. Ms. Mallard asked 
for guidance regarding Ohio Revised Code restrictions o.n accepting stocks, cryptocmrency, and 
laqq dont~Jions. She ~lso as~e,d for · guida~ce rega~d.ing items thatthe towf}ship wiU not acc~pt, as 

. well as potetitial donors with co.nflicts of interest. Ms. Mallard again explained that this is just 
an outline of a policy to start the discussion. Mr~ Collins offered thatthere arc things that may. 
not have becn.considered in tht( draft policy. The township ha~ donated poo'l passes in the past to 

· Jocal fundraisers and scenarios .where doryations are made for a limited purpose. Everyone 
thanked Ms·. Mallard for taking the· time to create the draft aryd everyone agreed that it is a good 
start. Ms. Mollard asked everyone to send· her feedback, and she will work with Mr. ~oil ins · 
some more. 

Ms. Mallard asked the other trustees if they. had decided on whether' to support the Gold Star 
Memorial project. Mr~. Ferguson tho,ught that the trustees wanted to go ·over the Cemetery 
.Master Plan before making any decisions ; ~tis. Bec~ett-Hill stated that it has been nine months 
to a year since the board ·has discl:ls()ed the cemerery plans: She would like to go o\:er the plan to 
see what the boai·d's priorities ,are but ad~nits that the board has discussed the memorial at le_ngth 

.and that it is time to· decide on a donatio'n; Ms. Mallard does not think a donation ·of $25,000 
will make or break a decision on the cen,tetery . ·J\1s. Beckett~ I-lill and Mr. Ferguson were . 
thinking a donation of $10,000 or $15,000 was appropriate with the additional expenses that the 
township is undel'taking. After sorpe. discussion, it was decided that the township will donate 
$20,000. The trustees agr.ee· that it 'is going to be a great ass.et to the community. Mr. Collins 
will' prepare a re~olution for the next rneeting. 

. . ' \ 

Mr. Ferguson made a Motion to pass R~solution No. 2r5100lA:l. 

WHEREAS, urba_n stormwate~; runoffimpa~ts water quality in Plain Township; and . 

' . 
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WHEREAS, populatio·~ growth, residential ·and c9mmercial developme"t, and the 
. resulting changes to. the.landscape .will increase s'tor.mwater quality and quantity concern's 
throughou~ Franklin County·; and 

WHEREAS, these impacts cannot be entirely avoided or. eliminated, but can be minimi.zed; 
and 

WHEREAS, it is cun·ently recognized tliat .control of stormwater q~antity and quality is 
most effectively implemented when··peoplc and organizations understand the related causes 
and consequences of pQIIuted stor,mwater runoff and flooding; al)d the -actions they can 
fake to control these; and 

,<: 

WHEREAS, the· need aris~s n.ot :onlyfrom. the ·regulatory requirements ofEPAGeneral 
Con.struction and Mtmicipal Stormwater rules, but also· from the recognition that .c~tizens 
and local d~cision-makers will benefit from .. a greater awareness of how the cumulative · 
impacts of decision$ at home, at -yvork and througlJ local policies impact-our water quality, 
~tream corridm·s, and f1ooding; and · 

W~EREAS, the development and imp.lementation of effective, outcome-based stormwa'ter 
· education and outreach program~ will meet the, related federal stormwater pollution 
control requirements and those .of the communities they serve so _that Plain Township and 
Franklin~' countY conti'nue·to be a great place to live, work, and play. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED-that the Board of Trustees of Plain Township·, 
Franklin County, State of Ohio, joins the Frank-lin Soil :& ·water Conservation District and 
Communities across OhiQ in proclaiming 'the first week 9( October (October 1st-7th) as 
Stormwater Awareness Week. 

Ms. Mollard' seco~ded the M9tion. Vote: All Ay_e. 

Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass ~esolution No. 2S1001A2. 

WHEREAS, the St_ate of Ohio has implemented Ohio Revised Code §9.64-, enacted in HB 
96 (136th G.A.) that is effective ori September 30, 2025·; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of this -requirement is to strengthen tlie protection of public data, 
information sys~ems, and technolo~y resources from cybersecur,ity threat~ and risks; .and 

W.H.EREAS, Plain Township recognizes the i~nportance of s~feguarding sensitive and 
confidential information. entrus'ted to I'ta·in Township; and 

WHEREAS; ttie Ohio Township Association ha.s prepared a dr-aft Cyb,crsecurity .Policy 
that has been reviewed by township legal counsel and is recommended for adoption as a 
framework for compliance with Ohio Revised Code §9.64· and liB ?6; and 

WHEREAS, the policy provides guidance on ;access contr9l, system s~curity, d·ata 
protection, incident response, training, a'nd vendor management, while requit·ing 
consultation with IT professionals and legal counsel for implementation and· customization; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BF: IT RESOLVED by the Boa~d ofTrustees ofPiain Township, 
Franklin County, Ohio, tiJat: 

1, The attafhed Cybersccurity Policy-is hereby adopted as _the official policy of 

,, 
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2. This policy shall take effect immediately, with the implemen·tation of technical 
and traini~g requirements no ,later than J:upe 30, 2026, ·as provided by the 
Oltio:Auditor of State. 

3. The Board of Trustees shall distribute the adopted policy to all township 
departments, employees, and relevant fOntractot.s, and to ensure compliance in 
partnership with IT providers and legal counsel. 

4. This resolution shall be in full. force and· effec_t unon its passage and adoption by 
the Plain Township Board of Trustees. 

1\'ls. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Ay~. 

ZONING 

Mr. Coli ins reported that 'there will .be six variance requests at the. October &oa~d of Zo.ning 
Appeals meeting. He is also working on a list.of zoning items to address :in a future. zoning text 
amend.ment. Mr. Colli'ns would like to update the notice p~ocess. Currently, the to\ynship is still · 
utilizing stampcd-niail notices to all landowners. The township is. QOW pennltted. to do social 
media and website· notices. 

ROAD/MAIN.'TENANCE 

Mr. Collins reported that the m~intenance staff have been wprking hard at the fti·e station to get it 
ready for the open ho·usy. He also noted that with tl1e recent rain, .staff have had to start mowing 
again. Chief Connor sh<:tred that the maintenance staff painted .the weight room, mulched around 
the 'fire station, and replaced bushes th~twere dead. He also asked the maintenance staffto 
remove the old recliners. All the trustees praised the maintenance -staff for their hard work. Ms. 
Mollard asked if it is an allowable expense to. buy the staff gift certificates or lunch . . Mr: Collins 

· explained that the township has an existing resolution that allows for rhe purchase of meals and 
refreshments fot employees as needed, but gift cards would not be ad:vise.d·. 

FIRE' DEPARTMENT 

Chief Connor repotted that the painting in the bay. is completed. The epoxy floor has now bt::en · 
carri'~d into the turnout gear room. That room'ha~i been pa'inted as well. 

Chief Connor reported that he t~ured the Granville F.i~~ St.ation with .the architect and some of 
· the mechanic.al, electrical, and plumbing people to lo,ok for ideas. Chief Connor has plans to tour ,, 
Norwi~h Sta.tion 84 as well a$ the Liberty Township Fire Station. 

Chief Connor w;.ts informed .that the contractor for the .Nationwide Children's Hospital and 
Ganton Parkway extension wi II be acces~ing the sanitary sewer lid of the fire station. Ii will he 
redirected into the field behind .the station. It shol.lld take about.30 days. 

Chief Connor was very. excited to :share that the fir~ departing mas awarded the SAFER grant. 
The federal share ofthe grant is $1.628 Million. He wou'ld like to share with the commu~itythat 
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the township received this award. Once the award has been accepted, he will receive more 
information on repo-rting and' rules. The 'grant ·will partially fund 6 firefighters. The performance 
periqd oftqe grant is three ·yea_rs and begins on· March 23, 2026. Ms.' Mallard wond~red if the: 
tQwnship coulq use this as an opportunity to raise private dollars. She discussed a potential 
challepge to raise dollai"s. toward the purchase ofequipment related to the· new substation. Cliief 
Conoor would like :to make a public announcement to ~how the c_ommunity that the fire 
department is doing everything possiiJle to bring in outside dollars to alleviate the burden on the 
·budget. Mr. Coli ins stated that if the township. hires six ri1ore firefighters in January 2026, that 
wi'll bring .the total to 45. He feels that the current fire station has the capacity to add -N 'O more 
per shift. Chief Con.nor investigated the possibility of running a second paramedic unit out of the 
New Alban¥· Public· Service garage at Bevelhymer. Unfortunately, New Albany Is at cap~c.ity i.n 
that building and they ·do not have the space. 

· Chief Connor also indicated that the tire. department WOll\d. b~ applying .fqr an Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant next year to re'place the air packs. there was also d.iscussion about.the 
possibility of the currerlt adrriinisti."iltion discontinuing grant payments and clawing back 
payments. 

Ms. Mollard made a Motion to .pass Resolution No. 251001Fl. Be it resolved to accept an 
.awa.rd·from tlu~ FE·MA StaJfing for Adequate Fire and Emerg~ncy Respoil'se (SAJ<~ER) 
·grant program to hire six additional firefighters, with a maximum grant amount of 
$1,62&,441.90. In y~ars one and two, the SAFER Act grant'witl cover 75% of the usual 
annual cost,"of a fil'st-year firefighter at the, time the grant was submitted. fo-year three, the 
grant will cover 35% of the.cost. The performance period begins on March 23', 20Z6. The 
usual annual cost includes wages, benefits, and pension costs. Ms; Beckett:.Hill secoqded the 
Motion. Vote: All Aye. 

Chief Connor rep01ted that building meetings are continuing with Schorr Architects. Building 
rendering are out . Ms·. Beckett-Hill indicated that Schorr has started the ,architecturaln:wiew and 
zoriing processes. ·She is working vyith Mr. (;ollins and the New Albany Company on the· 
transfer oftj'le property. Ms. Beckett-I-Illl is hoping to hav·e more details in two weeks. ·Mr. 
co-llins shared that the township -bas asked ~AGO how the real e.state property taxes will be 
treated or\ this la11d donation. He indicated that it is an interesting sc.ehario b~cause the parcel of 
land being' donated does not currently .exist. it does not have a parcel number or an ·address yet. 
The J:and must l{e divided, and' the parent pared will.have ·the taxes. · If taxes are applied. to t11e 
new p~:~-rce,l, the towhship will notify NACO, and they will pay the real. estate taxes. The 
township will also have to file with the -Franklin County Aud.itor i_mmcdiately' to designate it as a 
non-profit and hopefully avoid any accrual oftaxcs .. Jlyts. Mollard asked about an environmental 
study on the land. Mr. Collins explained that the school disMct recently performed their due 
diligence on the property, so Mr. Collins will reach out to the ~chool district to see what surveys· 
or environmental reports they obtained. Chief Connor doe-s not anticipate any resistance from 

· the Nottingh,am Trace neighborhood l?ut discussed the possibility of holding a community, 
meeting. 

. .. 
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Ms. Rog~rs presented the September 2025 credit card state)Tients. She also reported that the 2nd 

h~lfHomestead and Rollback receipt of $290,000 was received from Franklin County. This 
amount was similar to the 1st half receipt. The towrship has not rec;eived the 2nd haif TJF 
payment from the city ofNew Albany yet. . 

Ms. Beckett-Hill Qlade a M:otio11 to pa·ss Resolution No. 251001Bl. Qe it resolved, to 
authorize an'd pay the amount of $18,777.12 to Software Solutions, 8534 Yankee Street, 
SuUe 2B, Dayton, Ohio 45458 for the Annual Software Support Contract (11(1/25-10/31126) · 
and Server Hosting for-the VIP' Accounting Software to be paid out. of the following funds: 

--
Generat-Twp-Othea· Expenses 1000-120-58099 $ 2,381.98 

Cemetery.- Other Expenses 2041-410-58099 .$ 268.34 

:Fire "DistriCt - Other Expenses 2111-220-58099 $ 14,069:32 . 

Roads District..:.. Other-Expenses 2141-330-58099 $ 563.25' 
·-
Pool- Other Expenses 2171-61'0-58099. $ 644..15 
r--
~MS- Other 228J -230-58099 $ 850.08 

-
Total $ 18,777.12 

' 

Ms. Moll a..-~· seconded the Motion .. Vote: All Aye. 

iOINTSPARKS DISTRICT 

Ms. Iyfo.llard will not ·be able. to attend. next Monday's meeting. Shewill'follow up with Dave 
Wharton when ·she returns. 

THE NEW ALBANY ·COMMUNITY.FOUNDATION I OLD 'BUSINESS 

· Ms. Mol lard rep~)l'ted . that the letter oftransmittal for the field of interest fund has been fully 
executed. She. will fbrward a copy to Ms. Rogers. 

' ' 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. Mollar(l made a in.otion to adjourn the meeting at 7:59 p.ril. Ms. Beckett-Hill'seconded 
the motion. Vote: All Aye 

0, 
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