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The Plain Township Board ofTru_stees met in regular session at 8:00a.m. at the Fire Station, 9500 
Johnstown Road, Nyw Albany, OH 43054. 

Ms. Mallard called, the meeting to order. Ms. Moll.ard led the Trustees in the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the flag. 

Roll Call; Members Present:, !:?ave Ferguson, Kerri Mallard and Jill Beckett:-Hill. Others pt·esent: 
Fiscal Officer Bud Z.appite.Jli , Administrator Ben Collins, Chief Connor, Mai,ntenaqce Supervisor 
Bob Pharris, and Finance Officer · Courtney Rogers. ·Visitors present: .. Mike Durik and Paul 
Naumoff arri.ved late . · 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE..AGENDA 

The Fiscal office added resolution B 1. Mr. Collins po-inted out that the pending warrants have 
been revised. 

P'A YMENT OF THE' BILLS 

Ms. Mollard made a motion to ·pay the pending warrants In the amount of $808,214.45. · 

Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded th.e motion. Vote: AllAye. (Resolution 25061801) 

APPROVAL OF. MINUTES 

' ' 

Ms. Mollard made a motion to approve the revised May 7, 2025 Board of Truste~s Meeting 
minutes wit'h corrections. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 
25061802) . 

Ms. Beckett-Hill po'inted out a typo. Chief Connor found it on page 3. · 

Ms. Mollard· rna de a motion to approve the June 4, 2025 Board of Ti·ustees Meeting minutes. 
Mr. Ferguson seconded the motion .. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution. 25061803) 

NEW ALBANY CITY COUNCIL LIAISON ...- MIKE DURIK 

Mr. Durik reported 'th~t there was no city council meeting last night. It will be held next week. 
At the last meeting, council approved the annexation ofland by Bevelhyme.rR:oad for the 
f'i'eidhouse. · Coundl also approv.t~d for the city manager to go forward vvith adv,ertising a requ~st 
for bids for the rounda,boW at Bevelhymer Road and Walnut Street. I1,1 addition, the dty is 
looking at potential challenges from road closures. The city has received many complaints about 
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road dosures and detours fron1 the current roundabout constr).lction at Market Street and 
Reynoldsburg-New Albany Road. The city p_lans to put in an alternative temporary road that will 
help with access to the Bevelhymer fields, fiefdhouse, and pickleball cQurts. The city also plan$ 
to widen and r~surface Bevelhymer Road on the .west side. The~roundabout at Bevelhymer and 
Walnut i ·expected to start .this fall. The construction on the State Route 605 and Walnut Street 
roundabout is expec:ted to start in Spring/Summer of 2026. 

Mr. Durjk als,o shared that the Juneteenth celebration is happeuing tomorrow.. 

NEW ALBANY PLAIN L.Q~CAL SCHOOLS 'LIAISON·-:-' PAUL NAUMOFF 

Mr. Naumoff qote'd that the last school board meeting was brief and most of it was· spent in an 
executive session tq discuss. personne,l. 

' . 
, ·. : . . ' ' . 

FRANKLIN COl.iNTY SH~~RifF'S OFFICE -DEPUTY UPTON · 

Not in. attendance. 

CITIZE.NS COMME~TS 

one 
·' 

· .. 

Mr. Collins added resolution Z 1 to the agenda. 

,, 

. • ;1 ' ·... • • •lo.,. ' 

Mr. Collins also added to the :ctiscu~sion abO).lt the wideriing ~iBev~lhymer Road. A township 
resident ~vas notinterested in granting additio11al 'ti'ght-of-'way ea~ement to allow ~he east side of 
.:E~eve!hymer to be improvedi even thm~gh it would impro-ve their storm sewer and ease the traffic 
and congestion on that ,road. 

Mr. Coliins reported that the township has received a complaint from a Babbitt Road resident 
ab.out hea.vy truck traffic and speeding. Mr. Coll~ns reached out to Deputy Upton. The last time 
they did an enforcement; the sheriff's department had over a dozen tickets i·ssued. Mr. ollins 
i~:forme.~ the city manager as weJ.l .. 

Mr. Colliris met with.the tov~nship'' s SWACO partners in Consortium 1. 
1

The township ' s contract 
has o~e. r,n9re auto-renewal for 2026, Mr. C.olljns.is meeting to talk about bid design to get the 
mos(competitive pricing_ for all partnt~rs, The Co'nsortium is Rumpke's biggest contract in the 
state and Mr. Collins feels· that Rmripke cannot afford to lose it. He i·s :hoping to get be-tter, 

. pi'icing hut expec-ts an incre.ase i·eg'ard.le'ss . Mr: CoUins would like to hid it ~ut later this ye~r and 
have a contract in. place by July 1; 2026. · 

Sine~;:, the last meeting, Mr. Collins has invited all the Township representatives to a board 
meet1ng:this y~ar to providt! ~an upd~te on their i·espective·board activities. ' · 

Mr. c:.ollins also . di~cu~sed ~b:e .St~te House budget bill Th~re are less than two weeks t•::J finalize 
th budget. A lot .of propo~:als, ar:e being taiked about' to figure .out a solution to property taxes . 

. ' 

~ ' . . 

·I . ~- ~ 

. --'J 
\ ., 
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The constitutional amendment could be :stav~?.d off if the party who is _working on the amendment 
is satisfied with the State House 's actions. Signature·s can be saved for a year.. 

The first half TIF payment's have been received .from the City' of New Albany. The township 
should receive $2 'Millio!l in 2025. . 

Mr. Collins provided the trustees with the McCoy Center agreement and highlighted the 
language that talks about'the Board ofDirectors. lfe ·also prov1ded information on how the City 
of New Alban)' treats the McCoy Board appointments. Mr. Collins .asked for clar-ity that the 
trustees are ok wi-th pulling. from all d' Plain 'fo,~msh~p, not just the unincorporated part. Ms. 
Beckett- Hili plan~ to meet v.rith .Chandra Panley next week to go over some points with her. . 

Mr. ·Ferguson made a MQtipn to pass Reso·tution No. 250618AL 'Bejt resolved, that the 
Bo~rd of Trusttoes l,te.reby apprpve's the .engagement of Eastman; & Slliith· to r~present Plain 
Tow'nship in the bi~ding oftbe. Solid Waste Consortium Contract acc~rding to the-terms of 
the attached engagement letter. Ms. MoUard secon.ded the Motion~ Vote: All Aye. · 

Mr. CoJlins explain~d that there .is a Board of Zonil)g Appeals meeting corning up in July imd the 
owns hip has haq H:o.uble.ob.taining a quorum a couple of times th)s year.. One of the '13zA board 
rnern:l~ers has stepped down due to work and family cornrnitments. The township's Zoning ·' 
Commission has a much lighter meeting schedl!le. One of the Zoning Commission members 

.. wouk: like to be more ·aci:ive and has. asked to be appointed to the BZA. This will create a 
Vflcancy on ~he .ZQning Commis~ion. Mr; Zappitelli asked Mr. Collins if he eyer rea:ched out to 
Chase Wa.li. Mr. Collins indicated that he neveJ' received, contact informa[ion for' Mr. W;all . Mr. 
Ferguson· said that after tl~e past-few me~tings, it was d~~id~d that open positions should be 
posted and open 'to the public. He would-like to stay consistent and let all interested parties 
apply for the opening. Because of the approaching meeting in July, :v1r. Collins .is requesting 
that the Board approve the appointment of John Andres since he already sits on the Zoning 
Cbm1nission. Ms. Mallard and .Ms.,.Fleckett-Hill are comfortable moving forward. with Mr. 
Andres: The -hearin.g i~l..Tuly l's for a ·wc)rship center on Johnstown Road. t'he resident is 
requesting a varianc·e f01~ patking. Mr. Zappitelli inquired about prcced~nt \:vith the Muslirn 
Mosque on Walnut Street wl1ere the~ ,put in a grave·l drive. Mr. Coliins stated that that ,is ·not a 
good example and rrot a'pr6ce:ss that he· would wan(w follow . The Muslim. Mosque is. not · 
compliam. on· rni:my things. Mr. F:::rguson asked wha1:t.he township is ·doing ·about tha:t. Mr. 
Collins stated 'that fhe :Muslirii Mcisque has been issued a. citation, a'rid t)ley have contracted \:Vith 
an arch1tcci -to help. them deai "<~;ith the· issues. The Mosque is also looking i~to annexing into the 
city. 

., . 

Ms. Beckett-HiU made ,a Motion to pass Resolution No. 450616Zl. Be it res(;lved, that the 
Plain Township Bmu·d of Trustees hereby ap.poiuts John Andres, a resident of the 
unin~orporated ter·ritory of Plain T<_>wnship, to fill a vacant seat em .the ~oar~ of Zoning 
Appeals for a term ending on Dccem~er 31, 2027. This will till the position for Sara 

- . . -

· ~{~stegar, who .rcsigncd.fr·om.the BZA in May. Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion~ Vote: 
AllAy~. ,, ' . 

. ' 

. ) 
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Mr. Pharris stated that the roundabqutcon'struction on 'Reynoldsburg-New Albany Road. has been 
qui'te challenging for the maintenance department. It has added a lot of travel time t9 get to parts 
of the township. Mr. Pharris reported that there has. been one funeral, and they had to move the. 
parricades to let the funeral procession int0 the cemetery. · 

. ' . 

Mr Pharris was called to the pool on S'].turday night bec~use thr stadium lights were not 
working. Capital· City Electric came out this week and found that the contactor needs to be 
replaced. The part is on order. Mt. Pharris is also meeting a concrete leveling comp~ny at the 
pool to. get an est~mate on sorne ~idewalk trip hazards. The maintenance department has also had 
to repiiir several un1brell~s . · 

One of the mairttenahce .trucks is L1ack at the mechanic because.it won 't start. 
' 

The department has als<.) been· spending a lot of time at 39 2·11
d Street making repairs. The: 

previous teilant did sotne things that are proving challenging to un.do, like gluing flooring onto 
t.he w.alls and.cuttittg hc:;les in the wall. Mr. Pharris has documented everything . .Ivlr. Ferguson 
would like to kno.w w~at th~ financial exposure is and the next steps to recov,er costs. Mr. 
Collins w.1ll ,.vork with legal counseL to see what options the township has, su,ch as small claims 

. . 

.· ... 

The f1r~ departm:ent conducted interviews for open pan-time positions and intern positions. 
ChiefCoq.nor wo1,1l~ like to hire three .part-timers a1,1d four interns. Hcis very impressed by the . 
cahber of people that the departmei1t is attracting. Mr. Ferguson asked how many hours: an 
inte~n works in a week .. Chief Connor reported·. thatthey are changing the schedule for the 
interns and are-only having them work 12-hour shi~ts every 6·days <initially. There is an 
opportunity t9 move to '2.4-lmur shifts. Part-time firefighters work 24~hour shifts. 

The fire d~partment is getting an estimate ·on painting the bay walls. 

Chief Connor reported that Medic 36 from Columbus Fire has been placed in service 'ar Station 
29 at L tttle Tulile. They nqw have two med)cs at that location. This should alleviate ·some of ' 

. the rnmu,)l aid 'respo11.se.s to Coh1mbus. Chief Connor also reported that the Plain l'ownship Fire 
Departrnent and Colurobus Fire Station 29 are going to start training together. 

The New Alba~1y Company property on Stat~ Rou~e 605 was discussed. tv1s. Beck.ett-·Hill shared 
-the.siteplan ·of the parcel. · It is app.roximate1y 12 acres. ··she ~poke with Torn Rubey, and he 
asked thr; township. what portion of the property is ideal forth~ .fire substation. Ms. Beckett-Hill. 
provided him ~'ith a drawing .of the northerp portion where an entrance would be on and off of 
State Ro1ite 605. Accordiilg·to.herconversation with Mr. Rubey, NACo has reached out to a 
surveyor to' review the lot split and an appraiser. for an appl·aisal. She hope~ to hear something 
backr· in t:\VO wee-ks: There is ·an AEP easement that goes along the State Route '605 corridor. Mr. 
Collins shared that there is currently work being done OIJ~side of the right-of-way, further into the, 
pi·opertx. He is unsure how that will impact the developJTlent potential of the property . 13'8 kV 
lines arc.goirig to be buried Ul)der,the ground. This could change wh,ere th.e department locates 

' ' 

' l 

' 
'· 



.. , 
June 18, 2025 

Page 5 of 7 

the \iying qua}·ters, 'because in two of the tO\VllShip's c~rrent site plans, the living q1,tarters WOUld 
be within 100 feet of the lines. 

I· . 

Ms. 'Beckett-,Hill made a Motiou to pass Resoiut,on No. 2506I8F'L ·Be it resolved to pay Flex 
Fipancial; a division Of Stryker Sales, LLC the amount of $168,332.10 fo·r the annual 
payment on the master agreement for the Stryker ALS Program, out of fund 2111-220-
54034 (Fir-f, -District-- Tools and Equipment-EMS). This is a ten-year agreement subject to 
·future appl'opriatious by the. Board ofTrustee8. 

Fie~: Financia-l, a div!f!ion oJ Stryker SaJes, LLC 
1901 Romence Road Parkway ·· 
Portage, Ml 49002 

Ms·. l\tollard se{~onJed th e. Motion. Vote: All Aye. 

Ms. Beckett-Hjll ma~e a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250618F2. Be it Resolved, that the 
following 'to~ns~ip p~r·sonal pr,op~rty is. declared unneeded~ obsolete or unfit for township 
use and is to be disposrd of by .iuteniet a~ction:.. . . · · · . 

Mr. li'e r.guson, seconded ·the)\'lotioh. Vote: All Aye. 
' ' 

: . ' . .. 
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Mr. Ferguson made. a Mo'tiop to pass Resolution No. 250,618F3. Re.it resolved, to offer 
conditional employment to the fdUowing individuals as J?ire Department employees at the 
position and pay indicated pending the results of ba'c~grou~d clu~cks and. drug screens. 

Internship Firefighters : 

Firefighter I EMT-B Wyatt Gregory at the rate of $19.67 an hour 
Firefighter 1 EMT-B Karl Lang at the rate of$19;67 an hour 
Firefighter I EMT'-B Tyson ~charschmidt at the rate of·$19.67 an hour 
Fireflghter I FMT-B Allison Usher at the rate of$19.67 an hour 

Part-Time Firefighters 

Firefighter'/ Paramedic Dan,el Ellinger at the· r:ate of ~20. 70 an hour , 
Firefighter I Paramedic Bridget McGuire at the r~te Qf $20.'70 an hour 
FiretighteriEMT Trenton Ja.keway at the; rate of $19.67 an hour -. . ~ . 

l\1s. Beckett-Hill seco1,1~ed the Motion. Vote: AIJ Aye. 

! ' 

Mr. Lapprtell1 expiaiil.ed ~hat ·the· resolution is to increase -the City of New Albany 1}F receipts in 
the budget:. The rov,:nsb.ip received just over $1M in the first half TIF fh1m New Albany. This· 
arnounl is .also reflected in the revised 2026 Tax Budget. The 2026T:tx B~1dget has been 
advertised, and it vf.i}l be onth~ 'July 2:1d agenda for vote. . 

Ms. Mollard discussed the idea again cif restricting the TIF payment for the purchase of the :1ew 
engine. She feel s it would show good faith·to the City ofNew Albany to usc those dollZ(rs,to 
purchase. the· new engine. Mr .. Fergyson did not think it was necessary to re-strict these fun.ds, 

. ~in6·e it is all used for l:;<ire, . bi1t does. not ha:ye a p'robl~m with it. Mr. Zappit~lli explained that the. ,, 
only way to restrict these funds would be to transfer th~m from the Fire fund to the Capital 
Equipment fund. /\!though, that does not exactly restrict the monex specificaliy, for th6 fire ' 
engine. There is not a separate account to mo~·e the money into strictly for a fi:~e engine:, Ms: 
Be·ckett-Hill thinks that ,the to.wnsh1p shoul.d not restrict itself: too rn,uch. She' thinks the City of 
New Albany knows.thfit the money wi.ll .go for capital improvement. Mr. ColljJ;ls . explaine~ that 
the reside11tit;tl UFs . .that have been <:ollected for years have ~!way& beyrt intended for operm:ions 
It is onfy tbe cum:ncrcial .TIFs·, Of $400~000, that the township should be talking about 
ear:m~r~ing . There ar.e two c'ommercial TIFs 1.hat the township. i~ still not !'cceiving frbr,n the city. 
Ms. Mallard ·w'oi.1td like t,o tran~ferthe commercial TlF' payrnent to Cz._pital Equipment. Mr.' · 
Ferguson thinks tha~ the statement is that the funds .have been design~ted for fire servic~s and 
that .the city should be OK with 'that' al).d respectful of that. Everyone agrees 'that the lOWnship 
should· purchase the engine and not tinance it. Mr: .Ferguson also .asked 'Ms. Rogers what is 
included 'in the $1.5M transfer to Capital Equipment. Ms. Rogers explained that. it was based on 
Assist&nt r~.: hief Ecl~berty's ca~it'al-equiprnent budget: She said she ir-ould send an ernajl w~th · . 
the specific planned .expenses for 2925 and 2026. Mr. Ferguson also a~ked why receipts for 
EMS are budgeted lowet iri 2U25:and then higher in-2026. Ms. Rogers ex,plaiped .that on the Tax 
Budg~t, she is lin}i-ted to whatwils budgeted from. the year before. That'is why the Fiscal ()ffice 
wants tb raise the 2025 TlF recei.pB·,' ~o that tne amo\.int ~an be refleetd on the 2026 Tax Budget. 

·. 
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Ms. Mollard made a Motion to pass· Resolution N:o. 25061881. Be it Resolve<J, to increase 
Fund 2111-000-41003'Fire-TIF-City of New Albany receipts by'$550,000. Ms. Beck~tt-Hill 
seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye. 

· OLD BUSINESS 

Ms. Mallard revisited the conversation she had with Dennis Keesee re-garding his bndraising 
efforts for the. Gold Star sculpture. He .. still. needs to .raise $70;000. Ms. Mollard would like to 
know .ifthe township would· be willing to, donate . Mr; Ferguson and Ms. Beckett-Hill requested 
that Mr. Keesee attend a board. meeting to make a presentation and share more details. Mr. 
Collins confirmed that the 0rganization is a 50 I ( c )(3), li.sted in t~e Il~S Pub 970 database and 
they have a 990 o'n file·. · 

Mr. Ferguson has ·seyera! questions on the draft planning documents for the Land Use plan that 
was distributed at a previous. me~ting . He would 'like a discussion to be included on the next 
agenda. Mr. Collins explained· that it is a high-level review of existing options·tl1at'the township 
could consider moving forward. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. Mt1llard mafJe a .motkm.to.adjourn the meeting at 9:09 ~.m. Ms. Beckctt-Hill seconded 
the motion. Vote: All Aye ' 

~.OAHJ) OF TRUSTEE~: 

·'' 
·-'---· --::·-·--~--

&7[£,~?.1~~-:_Jbh -----~-
H.ll r • ' ' ec .ett- -1 , 1ustee . 
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