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The Pla.in Township Board ofTrustees m.et.in.regular session-at 6:30p.m. at tl!e Fire Station, 9500 
Johnstown Road, New Alba~y, OH 43054. 

Ms. Mollard called the meeting to o1·der. Ms. Mollard lea the Trustees in the Piedge ofAllegiance 
. to the flag. 

Roll ·call : Members ?i·esent: KetTi Mollard and jjlf Be~kett-Hill. Others present: Admini'strator 
· Ben Collins; Assistant Chief Ecleberry , Maintenance Supervisor Bob Pharris, and Zoning 

Coordinator Mary ·Fee. Vi·sitors present! Dennis Keese~. Dave Get;hardt, and Dave Halsey. 
Trustee Dave Ferguson was absent. 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

There were no additions or corrections to the agenda. 

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS 

Ms. Mollard made a motion to pay the pending warrants in the amount of$~07,?~6.82. 
Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the mo.tiOn. Vo~~: All Aye, (~esolution 25070201)' 

APPROVAL .OF MINUTES 

Ms. Mollard made ·a motion to approve fhe June 18, 2025'Board o(Trustees Meeting minute.s 
w.ith changes as noted by Ms. BeckeU-Hill .. Ms~ Beckett-Hill seconded the motion·. Vote: All 
Aye. (Resolu-tion 25070202) · · 

' . 
Ms. Beckett-I-fill not~d that NACd will reach out to a s·urveyor· to review th,e lot split and an 
appraiser to ~omplete an-appraisal. 

GOLD. STAR MEMORIAL PROJECT- DENNIS' KEESEE 

lvl s. Mol lard welcomed Ml': Keesee al)d explained the Trustees are interested in learnittg mbre 
about the G0.ld Stai' Memorial project, its costs, and how the Township-~can be SlJpportive. Mr. 
Keesee imroduceq two com,mittee members, Dave Gerhardt and Dave Halsey , who are-both 
Vietnam veterans and Plai.n Townshi.p t'es'ldents. The,project includes m::rking a statue of Eleanor 
B.utsko, a mother who l0st her child to war, hanging a Gold Star on her fron,t door. Mr. 'Keesee 
was neighbors with the Butsko familY. for many years and saw the star on a daily basi·s. Mr. 
Keesee sav.ed-th~ front .door·\A,hen .the Butsko 's family farin was torn do'wn :. The project's name 
is New Albany Vietnam V~ter<~;ns' Memorial. 
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Ms. Butsko's son, Mike, was the only fatality qfabout 40 Ne:~ Albanyresidents who served in 
the war. Mike was an OSU stud.ent and volunteered to join the Navy as · a hospitalman. Mike later 

· · decided ·he C(i)uld better serve his countryrr\en in Vietnam, so he became a Marine. medic. Mike 
died at Ambush Valley aftet· savir1g several men from a· burning tank. 

Mr. Keese~ advised the. goa'! is to raise $2.00,000 for the project and donations total · $110,000 to 
date. The statue will be installed on November 11 111

. Ms. Mallard stated she would help with the 
fund ralsing personally, and the Trustees will discuss what the Township can do. Donations 
should be made-to the Plain. Towpship Historical Society., 

. ( 

NEW ALBANY CITY CO UNtiL LIAISON.- MIKE DURIK 

Mr. Durik was noUn attendance. 

NEW ALBANY PLAIN LOCAL SCHOOLS LIAISON- PAUL NAUMOFF· 

Mr. Naumoffwas not in attendance . 

.f_RANKLIN COUNTY SH-ERIFF'S OFFICE- DEPUTY UPTON 

. · Deputy t.Jpton;l1ad' nothing to report Ms, Mallard inquired a-bout the series ofauto flCcidents pn 
State Route 62, Deputy Upton sa id thei~ speed· trailer is currently being used on the West side, 
but. once it is available he .will get it out there. Mr. Collins .stated that the speed limit signs on ·· . 
Statr; Route 62 wilL be replaced with reduced speed limit signs with the speed dropping to 45 
mph'. (Upon review. ·it w.ill be reduced to 50 mph.) 

CITIZENS' COMMENTS 

None. 

ADMINISTRATO~ 

Mr. Ce ll ins reported t,hat the Aquatics Center has hosted ~ swim meets·, and· it will host·the. 
championsh ip meet in 2026 w'hich will draw 1000 people. Pool membership sales have been 
strong ~t $224,000 ,-~hich is $7000 mbre than last yeat'. The daily sales are down, wl-iich is most 
likely weathe(-related. Ms. Mallard inquired ·about.conc~ssiors. Mr. C0llins stated the township 
has .a ne-w co_ncessions company; so it is a transiti'onal period .. Tl1e concess'ion company lias a 
nice vari.ety of item's which hav <;: been well received. This is the last year for the vending 
contract. The concession conipany is interes.ted in the vending contract for next year. 

Mt~: · Col lins provided an update on the McCoy Center. The Township is accepting applications 
for an appo intment to the board of directors. Mr. Collins has published August 6, 2025; as the 
date for interviews. T here will be an. additional v~cancy in January 2026. Mr. Collins requested 
approval from the Truste~s for the· application language to be placed on social media. The 
approval was giv:en. 

; 
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Mr. Collins also reporteq that the owpers of the McCoy Center (ire looking to revise the current 
operflting agreement. The New Albany Comr:nunity Foundation has been a substantial 
contributor, and they would lrke to transition fundii·•g ,to the ·city. That would give the ·City of 
New Albany more oversight over programming. The Community Found.ation would no· long~t;~ 

have 3 seats; they would keep one as an ex officio. The other two seats would be split betw'een 
the cjty and the·school district. .Another suggested change is to reduce the size of the board from · , 
15 members to 12. Mr. Collins added there are some potential upcoming capital. needs for the 
McCoy Center including replaci11g fhe elevator. Ohe firm has submitted apr posal to provide a · 
plan to improv.e ·the AD~ sc:::ting. The T9wnship share for capital contribi.1tions is 23%: · 

. Mr. Collins introduced two resolutions, the August pool payment, and the authorization of an· 
amendment to the Annexation Agreement. Mr. Collins explained the amendment adopts 
reciprocal legislation that updates the exhibits in the Annexation Agreement between Plain 
Tow11ship, New Albany and the City of Columb.)..IS·. The exhibits reflect water/sewer service 
agreement areas, and.lhere are no c:hanges to the text ofthe .agreement. Ms. Moll.ard and Ms. 
Becketh!-Jill .asked questions ~egarding 'the exhibit and 1\it.r. Collins confirmed the amendment is 
for water/sewer ~ervice areas onl-y. 

c. •' 

Ms. M()llard made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250702A1. 

Whereas~ the PJairi Township Board of Trustees h:;ts appr.oved a .pool rri~nagement contract 
extension , including· openir~·g l:lnd closing, with Swint Safe, Pool ·Management, rue. for the 
:2025 pool season~ in the,athount of$238,226 out of fund 2171-6l0-53060. (PooJ- .Contracts). 

B~ it r~solved, tq set a·sitle .a·nd pay the· August .pool management payment i.n th~ ·amount of 
$47,646 'from fuod 2171 -610-53060 (Pool ·- Contracts) according to the attached schedule. 

' ' . ' 

Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the Motion. Vote:. All Aye. 

.•' 

Ms. Beckett-H~II made a )VIotiQn to .pass Resolution No. 250702A2. 
' . ,. 

WHEREAS; the cities of New Afl)any and Cohm1btis are parties to a Water· ~ervice 
Contract and a Se:wer Disposal Contrac·t, .. each of which establish t,he terms .of service 
including th.e seryice -area bounda-ries of the cities 6fNew Albany and Columbus; ,and 

WHEREAS, the cities of New Albany arid Columbus rec~ntly amended the Service Area 
Boundary Map set'fot·th on the Water Service Contract and Sewer Disposal Contract 
Exhibit A5 effective April tO, '2025; and · 

WHEREAS, amendments to the Service Area Boundary Map have a direct impact on the 
Growth Areas that were desigt,tat~d and agreed to in the Annexatidn Agreement executed 
·by Plain Township, .the City of New Albany, and the pty ofCo'lumbus on February 26, 
200~, and the ·Fir·s.t .Amer'Hlment tJ.xecuted by th.e parties on June 15, 2009;. and 

., 
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WHEREAS,_ the original Service Area 'Boundary Map w.as attached to the Annexation 
Agreement effective in 2008 and identified therein as Exhibit A; and 

WHEREAS, Plain Township, the City of New Albany, and the City of Columbus wish to 
replace the original Service Area Boundary Map with the current Service Area Boundary 
Map effective in 2025; and 

WHEREAS, Plain Township, th,e City of New Albany, and the City of Columbus also 
l;iesire to replace the Agreement Territory Map identified in the Annexation Agreement 
and First Amendn'1ent where-they were designated .as Exhibit B; .and 

,, . WHEREAS, per s~ction 1.3 of the Annexation AgreemeQt, alteration of the Agreement 
Territory must be approved ~y the legishitive .authorities of all the partie~ . . , ' 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE' IT RESO.LVED BY THE PLAIN t'OWNSHIP BOARD OF _ 
TRUSTEES, FRANKLIN COUNTY, OHJO: 

Section I. That this Board of Trustees hereby approves the ·~mendment of the 
Annexation Agreement between Plai·r, To~nship, the City of'New Albany; and the City of 
Columbus which was executed by the ,parties o·n Febru·ary ·26, 2008, and the First 
Amendme'nt,executed by the parties on June 15; 2009; ~nd 

Section 2. That t~tis amendment to the Ann.ex11tion Agreement and First Amendment 
sh~:tll consist solely of tlt.e replacement of the Service.Arca·Boundary Map and the Map of 
the Agreement Territory, identified in those agreenients as Exhibits A and B respectively, 
with maps that are substantially ·similar to those atta.;hed hereto; and the Amended Service., 
Ar.ea Boundary Map shall be the version wh·ich was approved by 'Ne"'' Albany City Council' 
and made effective on AprillO, 2025; ~nd 

Section ·3. That this Board ofTrustees hereby authorizes the Township Adminls.trator 
to execute any documents and/or 'takc the rlecessary actions to replace ·the previous e~hibits 
with the altered Exhibits. A and B,-attached hereto; and 

Section 4. That this Board Of Trustees finds and determines that all formal actions of 
' ' 

this B.oard concerning this legislation were taken in _~n open meeting of this Board, all in 
compliance with Ohio 'law incl~1ding S.ection 121.22 of the -Ohio Revised Code. 

,. 

Section 5. This Resolution shall b~ in full :force and effect immediately upon its 
adoption. 

M.s. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye. 

'·. 
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Mr. Collins provided updates OIJ the Township's rental pro11erties. The maintenance department 
c~mtinues to work on refreshing the 39 Se<;ond Street property. A potential'tenant, with an 
October move-in date, would need to upgrade the space to meet his networking and connectivity 
requirements. Josh Staley is vacating the 45 Second Street location at the end of the month. The 

,' maintenance staffplans to replace the floors . There are 'no parties interested in the 45. Second 
Street property at this time. · 

Ms. Beckett-Hill inquired about tbe Larld Use Plai1 . It was decid.ed to table the· discussion until 
A:ugust when Trustee Ferguson will be ,present. Mr. Collins reported that a developer requested a 
meeting to discqss sorne residential developments in the township. Most of that development 
would require access· to sanit~ry sewer,. although some cou ld be done with a package· plant. 
There is a property on State Royte 605 that cpuld potentially have access to water fr.OJ11 Delaware 
County. 

Mr. Collins advised there is a Board of Zoning Appeals hearing next week regarding the worship. 
center qn State Route 62. The owners have .been reasonable about improving the aesthetics of the 
building. Ms. MoJiard inquired about the storage facility on' Walnut Street. Mr. ~ollins advised 
there hav~ be~~n some storm Water is'sues; and the developer is doing their best to• temporarily 
divert the storm water while the facility · is being built. Mr. Coliins also. noted the elevated 
appearaNce ot~ the site . The State requires a· sprinkling. system in 'trye main builcling which is 

· 40,000 square feet. · 

ROAD/MAlNTENANCK 

Mr. Pharris. repo'rted that the 2016 tt'uck is back in the shop for repairs. The new pickup will ·be 
getting.lights and fitted for the snowp[ow. }he historical site sign iit"the cemetery on State Route 
62 was .plqwed over. The maintenance staff brought the sign 'back to the shop ,to prevent it from 
being ~to len . Mr. Pharris asked Deputy Upton to check to see if there is a police report indicating 
who was t;esponsible. Mr. Pharris r~ported, the work on 39 Second Strer.::t was a lot more than 
anticipat'ed. They are almost done wi~h the ·inside of the building and wih then begiti wotk on the 
outside. · 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

· Chief Ecleber.r:y reported the Jast s.~ssi.on of Safety Town,has concluded and graduati01~ is 
tomorrow. EMS .Coordinator Brad Essick did 'ii 'nice,jCJb man~gir.g it, and the tlr.e departrrient. 
continues to receive good feedback on the program. The tire crews .have been training at the 

. Discover .Card building and a demolition p~rmit has be~n approved . There was a house fire on 
Walnut Street and Assistant Chief Eclebet~ry thanked the .mutua! aid .partilers that assisted , there 
were se.ven age1~cies there. Investigators from the NAS-T team were also utilized ·and· helped our 
fire investigator. Nothing suspicious was found. 

Four new interns have been on-boarded. T-heir background checks have been completed, and 
they were taken for drug screening. 
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The fire .cjepartment will provide Special Duty for the New Albany 4th of July race. ·Special Duty 
EMS will be present as well. Fire Marshall Sponau.gle will make 2-3 trips to· the fireworks site as 
they are. preparing the firewotks. 

Ms. B~ckett~Hill provided an update on the Fire Sub.station. She shared the plan for' the propos~d 
lo~ split pointing out the northern portia,n is 6.35 ftCres .. They are currently working on a legal 

· description of the land as well as ar( appraisal. The New Albany Company .is working on geqing 
the d~tails puJled together for the land donation. Ms . Mallard asked ~bout the gas liNes on the 
northern pprtion of the land. Mr. Collins advised AEP told him that distribution lines, no~ 
ti·ansmission lines, are being installed, which would be a maximum of 50;000 volts. Ms. 
B.eckett-HiU advised the pl'acement of the gas lines gives us a largerfootprint and options for . 
placement of the fir~ substation. Ms. Mallard asked about the egre~s on State .Route 605. The 
current plan ls to have access off State Route 605 ·and lio access on New Albany Road ·depending 
on what happens with the ·other siqe of the property. Mr. Collins recommended that an easement 
for fire equ'ipment be requested of the party that purchases the adjoiniAg lot. Ms. Mallard asked · 
about the timeline and Ms. Bc<:;kett-Hill is hopeful we wii'l have another ljpdate in two weeks. 

. \ 

Ms. Mol lard .inquired about .the Request for Q'uali1)cat,ions for the architeGt. Mr. Collins reach(1d 
out to legal counsel for a template and sa.id the1~e are a lot of ways to c!o this. Mr. Collins 
re.commends lhe tow.nship request a tl:aditional type of architectl!ral seryice and a traditional 
lump sum cbnstructi·on bid process. Mr. CoUins advised this makes sense with the .price point of 
the project be.i1)g $8 million. Mi·. Coliins advised the. RFQ ustJally includes a location, and we 
need a two-week window fc:ir' architectural firms to submit qualifications. Ms. Mallard asked 
about employing the same architect as the schQol fof cost-saving purposes, also noting that the: . 

. architee't has already b~e1i vetted. Mr . . Collins explainyd they were , designin~ for the school, and 
the rowhship n)ay want an al·chitect that ha:s experiel)ce with fire stations. Ms. Beckett-l-Iill 
advised the Tovmshlp must go. through the RFQ proce~s, and M1'. Collins confirmed state statute 
requires it. 

Tbe tinieline of the project was discussed C).nd M~. Collins advised rezon'ing would be:ne<;:essary . 
Ms. Mallard inquired about the status·ofthe bond paperwork. Mr. Collins reported that he has 
completed many of the Township components and sent.them to the Fiscal office for review. Ms. 
Rog.ers is currently on vacation, but Mr. Collins will follow up with -her next week regarding 
sratus. The bond· issuance timelir1e er1tails the bids going out by October I st, havii1g the bids 
i·~1u.rned by October 15t 11

, the Hoard selecting a contract and using that as .,a basis for our bond 
issu«mce. The township will then go to sale, which takes two wee.ks. Mr: Collins would like this 
to .take place ahead of the November ballot. Ms. Beckett-Hi II requested that the Fiscal 0ftice 
provide an upcjate on the bond paperwork anc! Ms. Mol lard requeste'd that the minutes 'i·eflect this ' 
·reg4est. Mr. Col,lins will start securiog time on_ vario~1s schedules ro keep things moving forward'. 

Mr. Collins also noted rhat the ·governor vetoed 67 me~sures within the state budget. One of 
those was the restriGJions on carry~over for school districts. Mr. Collins is curious about whether 

. the statehouse will try to override it. 

Ms. Moflard ·stated she sent a clean-.up version· of the Annual Report Narrative to Ch.iefConnor. 
Mr. Collins also made a few edits. 
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Ms. Mo!lard requested· that the min1:1tes reflect that she has asked for a fiscal office investment· 
pol icy and has not yet received a draft. · 

Ms. Becket,t-Hillmade a Motion to pass.J,<esolution No. 250702Bl. Be it resolved ~ to 
authorize and pa.y BHM C_PA GROUP, Inc. an am.ount"up to $7,000 ·for the Ohio Auditor 
of S.tate 202~ and 2024 Fi~ancial Au~iit out of. fund 1000-H0-53010 (General-- Audi~or.'s 
and Treasurer's Fees). Ms. Mollard secon~ed the Motion. Vote: All Aye. 

Ms. MoTlard reql]e.sted a t:ev.iew.ofthe audit ifthe auditor pro~ides one. 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2025 TAX BUDGET 

Ms. Mol lard ma·de a moi.ion to open the public hearing for the review of the 2026 Tax B4dget. 
Ms. Beckett-Hill'seconded tbe:motion. Vote: All Aye. 

Ms .. M? ilard reported that the tax budget has been reviewed in previous meetings. She 
understands that the general philosophy to estimate conservatively on: revenue while 
overestimating cxpe·nses. All curretit yGar expenses' t'eiated to the fire substation Will be paid 
through the bonq. T,he low balance in the. Roads fund is to sh0w the need for additional avai lable 
millage. \VJs . Mol lard aske'd about ti;)e' township responsibility for the roundabout constru~tion. 
Mr. Collii1s reported that the Plain Township trustees :hav.e committed to funding.a·portion of the · _ 
net cost ofthe State Route 605 and Wa lnut Street r0urydabout. The sta_te has committed $5M · 
which leaves a. residual of approximately $1M+. The township'<;pOttion is around 10%. The 
roundabout at 13e.vclhymer Road and Walnut.Street is. being planned by the City ofNew Aibany . 
They have not requested a contrfbution. The expectation is .that Bevelhymer· Road wi II be 
widened north of Walnut Street up to the Fieldhouse entrance. Property own.ers 011 Bevelhymer · 
Road have voiced opposition to granting add~tional right-of-way. · 

Ms. Mallard made a motion to close the public hearjng on the 2026 Tax Budget. Ms'. B~ckett-
. Hlll seconded the mo~ion '.' Vote : AIIAye. 

. . 
Ms. Beckett-Hill ma,de a · Motion to pass R'esolution No·: 250702B2. B.e it Resolved: To 
accept the attached 202_6 Tax Budg~t and submit it to the Franklin County Auditor 's 
Office. Ms .. Mollard seconded the Motion. Roli.Call Vote: All Aye. 

. .. 

Ms; Beckett-Hill made a Motiori to pass Resolution No. 250702B3. Be ·it Resolved: That tbe 
Plain Towl)sh'ip. Board of Trustees r.equests .all a.vai.lable inside millag~ for tbe · 
unincorporated part of the Township and allocate it to ~ur Road District Fund (2141-000-
00000). The funds will be used (or -necessary road improvements. Ms .. Mollard seconded 
the Motion. Roll Call Vote: .t\11 Aye. 

,. 
. '· 

... 
'I 
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OLD BUSINESS, 

Ms. Mo.llard reminded the Board that she will miss the 2nd mee,ting in July. 

Ms .. Mallard also Peminded the Hoard that the 2nd .meeting in September was moved to an· 
evening_meeting. '·. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Ms. Becke.tt-1:-lill wiil be a.ttcnding the New Albany Community Founda'tiO'n meeting in Ms. 
Mallard's absence: 

Ms. Beckett-Hill met with Chandra Panley, the McCoy Board chair. Ms. Panlcy will coordinate 
with Mr. Collin~ ~bout scheduling a township meetihg to attend. 

Ms. Mol lard reRcirt~d that she has a cliept commitment for the fi'fstmeeting _in Septetnber. so she 
will r\ot be ·in attendance. 

Ms. Mollard would like. a recornrnendatio1i from . the Fiscal. office on a dollar:camourt that the 
township could donate to the Gold Star Memorial Project. Mr. Collins reported that the 
maximum amount that the township could contribute is $50,000. Ms. Mallard stated that at the 
last meeting, Mr. Durik .saidll;hat he would be happy to talk to New Albany City Council about a 
possible donation. !VI s. Mollai·d suggested the township and city· each g·ive $25 ,0,00. Ms. 
lVI\Jllarcl alsiJ asked As~istant Chie(EcJeberry to sh~re the fundraising eff~wt with the firefighters. 
!Vls. ·Beckett-Hill would like to continue the discussio;1 ;n ,the A·ugust 6111 mee~ing. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. Mofl.ard made a motion t<> ~~journ the meeting at 7:53 p.m. 1\'ls. Beckett-Hill s.econded 
the motion. V:ohi: AllAy~ 

·,• 

.BOARD: OF TRUSTEES: . 

,• 

,, 

·: ------~--------,.-;----:-------~ 

David .Ferguson, Trustee 

. &;? - ; '~~-~ . ~~Office• 

' . . . 

~i[[_Jl~(f- 1-h~g_ ____ ,_~-----
LJ"eckett -Hill, Trusui~ 


