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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

Minutes ·oj Meeting Plain Township Board of Trustee Meeting . 

The Plain Township Board .of Trustees met in regular session .at 6:30p.m. at the Fire Station, 9500 
.Johnstown Road, New Albany, OH 43054. 

' 
·Ms. Mollard called the meeting to order. Firefighters Logan and Booher led the Trustees in the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the ·flag. 

Roll Call : Members Present: Dave Ferguson, Kerri Mollard and Jill Beckett-Hill. Others present: 
Fiscal Officer Bud Zappitelli, Town~hip Administrator. Ben Collins, Chief Connor, Assistant Chief 
Ec!eberry, and Finance Officer Courtney Rogers . Visitors pres.ent: Daniel Logan and his family, 
Brody Booher and his family , and many firefightet;s. · 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA · 

None. 
·, 

SWEARING IN 

Firefighter Daniel Logan w~s sworn in by Ms: i3eekett-Hill. 
Firefighter Brody Booher was swor.n in by Ms. Mollard 

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS 

Ms. Mollard made a motion to pay the pending warrants in the amount of$357,834.94. · 
Mr. Ferguson seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 250604'1) 

Ms. Mollard. inquired about the Heritage Fire Equipment payments. When Assistant Chi'ef 
Ecleberry returne.d to the meeting, he explained that the invoices are for the. equipment that was 
or~ered for the new engine. 

APPROVAL .OF MINUTES 

Ms. Mollard made a motion to approve the May 21, 2025 Board of Trustees Meeting minutes. 
Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the 1110tion. Vote: Ms. Mollard and l\tls. Beckett-Hill -Aye. Mr. 
Ferguson ab~tain,e.d'. (Resolution 2506040~) 

ADMINISTRATOR 

Mr. Collins li stened to the New Albany City Council meeting last night. During the public 
~comment period, there were several residents who were frustrated with the de,tour traffic fro.m 
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the State Route 605 closure . Straits Farms residents have been very frustrated with the eut- . 
through traffic. The city ofN~w Albany is trying to,.route lo.cal traffic to Fenway Road. the 
residents on Fenway also express~d ·some con~ern regarding the volume of traffic and how f<:tst 
motot' ists are traveling. There was a request. to keep the road open and there was .a request to 
provide 24-hour con~truction activity. Mr. Collins also received a repo~ of a Maplewood 
Ceme,t~r.y visitor parking ln .Straits F<arms and .climbing O\:'et: the fence. Mr, Collins reported that 
incident to the city and .asked for signage that indicates that the cemetery can bqtccessed ·past · 
the closure. State rou.te 605. is expected to be closed for 90 days. 

Mr. Col li'ns reported that the pool is officially open and· l1as been very busy- the past few days 
with the warmer weather: Because of the cooler temperatures during Memorial Day weekend. · · 
daily gate sales are a little behind last year. However, membership sales are slightly ahead o( 
last year. Swim lesson. sales are .doing, well. 

Mr. Collins shared that the McCoy Center completed the seat recovering project. The invoice 
has been submitted to the Community Foundation fo.r payment qut of the capital fund. Mr. 
Sawyers is inve.stigating solutions t'o add additional handicapped sea,ting and to update the 
elevator. Mr. Sawyers is hiring a consufting firm to ·a.ssist with the ·project. 

,. 
fY!r. Collins ha~ · received a re~ommendation for the, Township's McCoy Bo.ard opening from the 
McCo'y nominating chair. All trustees agreed that the candidate was well qualified and a 
community-minded and engaged candidate. Mr. Ferguson and Mr. Zappitelli both felt that the 
open positi'on should be. opened up to the public. Ms. Mallard believes that the.McCqy board 
position is different because there is an.·expected monetary donation. Ms. Beckett-1-:!iil offered 
that if the Plai11·Township Board would like to open this position up to· the community, ail board 
ppsitions shot.: ld be lwndled the same. She would like to see a policy documented for the 
guideii.nes and interview process. · All trustees agreed that they would· like the Plain Township 
board representat'ives to attend the Board meetings at least once a year to p~ovide an update on 
activity. Ms. Beckett~Hill. als0 shared· her ~orki 'ng knowledge of what-the McCoy Board ;is 
responsib.le ·for. When she· sal on the. board,. tlie board was responsible f0r programh1ing, 
.fundraising and the. capital campaign. The board does not vote on capital expenses. The owners 
or stakehold~rs vote .on capi.tal expenses. 

Mr. Feq~uson mad~ a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250604Al. 

W~ereas, the Plain Town~ltip Board 9f'Tr.ustees has appro":ed a pool management contract 
exten~ion, including, opening .and closing, with Swim Safe fool Ma,nagement, Inc. for the 
2025. po~l sea.son, in.the . .amount Qf.$238,226 out of fund .2171-610-53060 (Pool ·- Contracts) . . 

• ,, ' I 

Be It resplved, to set aside and pay the July pool management paymetlt in, the amount' of 
$47,646 from fund i17.1-6l0-53060 (Pool- Contracts) ac.cording to. the attached schedule. 

Ms. Bel;J<ett-Hill $t.~~o.nded the M~tiQn. Vote: All Aye. 

Ms. Mallard asked Mr. Collins. about the recommendation from OQOT to reduce the speed limit 
on State route 62. ODOT will covet; the cosr of replacing .signage. 

'. ~ 
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ZONING 

Mi·. Collin~ reportyd that the township· received a variance appi'ication for a property on 
Johnstqwn Road, nortil of Ce.ntral College, a iittle north bf the water tower. This is an 
international institution that would like to quild a worship center for an international guru to 
make a pilgrimage approximately every three years. The application is requesting the 15,000 sq. 
ft. worship center to be built on the property where there ,is ~!ready ai1 existing home. The. plan 
also calls for 100 paveo parking ·spaces and 200 g'ravel parkin~ spaces, The group has 'engaged 
an .engihee(. 

The tovvnship is waiting for the city of New Albany to approve a commercial curb cut for the 
Ti re Center on State route 62. 

ROAD/MAINTENANCE 

Mr. Collins repo_rted th~t the ma~nt_enance depart!Tient worked xery h~rd to 'get the pool ready to 
open pri,or to Memorial Day. The team is now focusing dn prepping 39 2nd St. for, new renters 
and mowing .. 

Mr. Collins alSl) reported 'that he received a calL from~ resident on Walnut Street requesting a 
repair to a clay tile that drains to Blacklick Creek from their prqperty. M11 .. Collins exphtined that 
the township ·is not responsible-for installations on private· property unless there is ~n easement. 

FIRE DEP AR'FMENT 

Chief Connor reported that the department is ~ntering the busy summer season with S;:tfety Town 
and school end·-of-year cel~brations and neighborhood parties. EMS Coordinator Essick is 
spending a lo t of time at Safety Town. 

ChiefConnoi· and ~ssistant ·ChiefEcleberr.ymetwith Assistant Chief Tim Moore from the city 
of Columbus to discuss the mutual aid relationship and. runs to. and from Plain Township. · · 
Mutual aid runs te> Columbus are :dow.n, while Plain Township runs .are· holding steady. Assistant 
Cliit::f Ec leberry attributes sqme of the low'er runs into Cqlumbus to the respon~se model' i_n the ' 
CAD. 

Assi'stant Chief Eclebenyr~port~d that Firefighter Noble found a 'vendor that the township can 
purch~se tires from atstate bid pricing-. They could save up to 40% on the c.ost. of tires. 

The Chev:rolet rfahoe is being .delivered tomorrow. lt will take another month to get it lettered 
and th~ necessary upfi'tting done. · · · 

The bay tloor project is ·c~inpleted. AC Ecleberry had Paramount .come oLit to ·fix the 
·misp1atched co lor and Paramount was very accommodating. 

Chief Connor and ACEcleberry .will be hosting a job fair for interns .. Interns need to have. their . 
Fire card,. basic. E.MT card, an~ a valid driver's license . 

.. 
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Chief Connor reported that he and Mr. Collins 'had a meeting with Tom Rubey, to discuss options 
for the substation property. He expects to know something soon. 

Mr. Zappitelii inquired abotJt how the pi·oposed legislation to CLJt property taxes will .affect the 
township ' s plan to seil bonds. 'tn his opinion, Mr. Collins thought the towl1ship should ·wait until 
after the election to sell bonds unless legal counsel feels different. Without the ability to cullect 
property taxes, the township would not be able to repay the bonds. State legislature is trying to 
come up with alternative fixes: The state could aythorize townships t0 collect an income tax but 
the;::e would be a time delay· i.n getting that approved and starting to coUect the tax .. C)1ief Connor 
does not want to delay th~ planning of the ~uostation becaiJse there i~ a need in the community 
and tlie stn~teg ic plan s.upports a substation. He believes the township will fmd a solutiun ·J ne 
way or another. . 

' . 
F~SCAL OFFICE 

The May 1025 credi~ card· statement's w~re preseifted: 

A draft of the 202'6j;ax B~•.~lget was presented· fo~ discussion. 

rvis , Mol,Iard inquired about tit~ r\ega~ive ,balance in the Roads fum;J .. l'v!s. Rogers explain~d that 
thi~ is the. only i·und that is allowed to show a zeri.) or n_egative balance .. This enables the 
tt)\vnship w requ~;sti nsiq)j rlli.Uage. Ms. 1\'follard also asked abqut the smaJl im:rc~se i'n t.he 
Capitall,:q.uipment--Fi n; accoupt. r\ifs. Rogers indicated that this was based on the .budg~ted 
nei.::ds 0f th e' n1:e depal-tment i·n 2026. . 

' 
Ms. Mollard al&o asked Mr. Collins aboutthe cemetery improvements, Currently, that ·is !lot· 
budgeted' for 2026:· This is an expe.nse that would be funded by property taxes. 

Ms. Mol'lard \\Wuld like the F iscal ·office to develo.p a polioy regarding the amou~t of cash the 
township keepw in a ch~cking· acc.mmt v.~rsus a higher interest-·yielding account. Mr. Collins 
offered that t~~~~~ are ·ot~er.t~:r~'nships that have adopted polic.ies that Plain Township could look 
at. . 

. ADJOURN 1\-lENT 
. .. . 

.. . ·- ·: 
''I • . 

Ms·. ·Mollard made a motion to ad:\ourn the m,.eeting at '!:51 p.m., JVh:. Ferguson scc~onded 
.the mo.tion. Vote: All. Aye 

. ' ... ·' 
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