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The Plain TownshipBoard of Trustees met in regular session ~t 6:30.p.m. at the FireStation, ·9500 
Johnstown Road, New Albany, OH 43054. · 

Ms. Mallard called the meeting to order. Ms. Mallard led the Trustees in the Pledge' of Allegiance 
to the flag. 

Roll Call: Members Present.: Dave Ferguson, Kerri Mallard and Jill Beckett:-Hill. Others present: 
Fi'scal Officer Bud Zappitelli, Township Administrator Ben Gollins, Chief Connor, Assistant Chief 
Ecleberry, and Finance Officer Courtney Rogers. Visitors present: Mike Durik arid several 
residents 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

Mr. Ferguson requested an executive session to di~cuss contracts .at the end of the meeting. 

·pAYMENT OF THE BILLS 

'Ms. Mollard made a ·motion to pay the pe~ding warrants in the amount of $322,2.71.23. 
Mr. Ferguson seconded the ·motion. Vote: All Aye . . (Resolution.2504.0201) 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

' ' '. . . ~ -. 

Ms. Mollard ~ade a mot'ion · to approve the March '19, 2025 Board of Trustees .Meetmg 
minutes. Ms .. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 25040202) 

NEW ALBANY CITY COUNCIL LIAISON""' MIKE DURIK 

Mr. Durik reported that City Council had severa·l first readings for ordinances. The first. was a 
re.statement of the administrative .code with Joint Parks arid Recreation. they revise.d some of 
their standards· in t~rms of how to handle things like vehicles on the property, use of the pond~, 

. and the coordination with the City and police department to· enforce those standards. There was 
a discussion. ofissues related to golf carts. There was also a first reading on an ordinance· to 
accept an expedited annexation of29.8 acre.s. frolh Plain Township on Babbitt Roac;J , south of the 
country club. area. There was a first re,ading to amend the zoning of 194.6 acres east of Babbitt 
Road,. west of Beech .Road and south of Worthington Road, also known as the Gant01,1 Parkway 
South Zoning Distriet. It is reqttesting the zoning be change·d from agriculture and limited 
general employment to general employment as requested by the property owners. The city also 
had another parcel, north of Beech Road .above State Route 161 , thl:\t was donated by AinazQn for 
public purpose. 
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City Council authorized the city manager to enter into an annexation agreement with Jersey 
Township on several parcel~ along Beech.Road where the owners have requested to by zoned 
into the. community. The city also plans to repave Babbit Ro~d froni Ganton to Morse. Mr. . 
Ferguson asked if the city is doi·l1g·anything with water and sewer for those residents. Mi·. Durik 
replied that the city is not at this time. City Council also authorized the city manager to bid and 
hold contracts for the construction of Founders A venue, which will be east of State Route 605 

· · behi'nd Eagles Pizza. 

Mr. Zappitelli inquired about the timing;for redoing 2nd Street. Mr. Durik explained that the 
Market Street extension is happening now. New Albany Company is responsible for building 
out the pond and that roadway structure. The roundabout will begin shortly, which is the city ' s 
responsibility. New Albany will also complete the extension of Market Street to .ol.d Dublin­
Granville Road and connect to yd 'Str:eet. He expects that this will take a year to complete. 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 

Man in Co1pbs stat~:d that the resid,~nts of Nottingham-Trace. have a lot of respect for Chief 
Connor ~nd Superinteodent Sawyers. The. residents only wal}t goqd things fGJ.r •the Fire 
d(jpartmen( and school· district. Mr. Combs pointed out that the proposal for the bus garage has a 
smaller footprint than the curre11t one. According tO the proposal, the J'lew plans show 69 bus· 
par)\:ing spaces. Ht.~ indicated that if you ;use satellite view on Googl~ Maps, you can easily see 
80 parking spot~. at the current facility . Mr. Combs does not understand mov·ing to a site that is 

. smaller than tl)e c.w.-rent one., 

Mr. Combs. also st.ated th~t the Ne\v Albany Plain Local Schools are p ·obably the biggest 
polluter jn·the cit)< M:r: ·combs went· dn to state that many school districts. in the area are starting 
to . ~hange over to electric, hybrid, and pr.opane powered buses. He noted that.AEP provided 

, Hilliai·d Schools with. a $240,000 subsidy for each of their 4 EV buses: Last ye1;1r, Ohio schools 
received $30 million in EPA rebates and the federal government is. giving out over $3 billion to 
schools for bus 'programs.· .Mr. Combs is concerned that the architectu.ral p lans :for the .new bus 
gar~ge do not anticipate and plan for an alternative fuel source. 

M~. Cornbs V.'ould Uke to sec th~ bJueprints for the bus garage proposaL 

: ., 

ADMINISTUA!,.OR 

Mr. C.ollins reported tl1at the. early.:bird pool membership drive has, ended~ He stated that the 
township sold $39,000 mqre th~1ri tpis time lastyear. He tqanked the ·City C?fNew Albany and 
the· Comqwnications tearn for marketing the membership sales . . Mr. Collins is working with 
Whitewater' to get the rrieasureme11ts tor..the hew gate for the slide tower~ He hated that 
\Vhitewater ~llso reduced thek p.top·osa.l by $10,000 for the additional scope· of work. Mr. Collins 
and Ms. Reife\vnl work with the . ne'vvconcessio~ vendor over the next c'ouple ofweeks to 'make ' 
sure the} have everythinj;" they peed for the opening weekend. 

·., 
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Mr. Collins reported thalthe tenapt at 39 2nd Streeti~ vacating the space at the end of the· month. 
, The tenant has been jn the space for over lO ye~rs and has spent their own money to revamp the 

spac(f . The tenant ha~ a.sked. for the security deppsit back, although the lease terms require a 6- · 
month early termination notice. The tenant is only giving a 45-day notice and is relocating· to 
.another. spa~ e . .on M~'rse Road. · All trustees agreed that tl:le tenant should fulfill their contractual 
obligations, and the township should not retum the security deposit if the terms are not met. In 
the s.hort term, all trustees agreed to continue tdTenrthe space, but Mr. Ferguson would like to 
.invystiga,te selling the pwpmty. Mr. Collins feels ti1at the township will be able to rent tb~ space 
easily. Mr. Pharris tbir1ks that the existing HVAC is old· and may need to be replaced, as well as 
the roof. Mr. Pharris will get some quotes. 

Mr. ·Collins highlighte.d some of the accomplishments that township achieved in 2024, including 
passing the tire levy, switching the fire dispatch system, and seve~al employee promotions. 

Mr. Fergus.on. made a Mofion to pass Resolution No. 25402Al. 

Whereas; the Pla:in Township Board of Trustees has appr-oved a pool management contract 
extension, induding opcriil'g and closing, with SWim Safe Pool Management, Inc. for the 
2025 .poor season', in' the amount of $238,226 Qut of fund 2171-610-53060 (Pool..:.. Contracts) .. 

Be .it resolved, to S(~tas~de, and pay the .May pool managementpayment in th~ amount of 
$35,7~5 from fnnd .zrn . .'610.-53060-(Poo!- Contracts) according to-the attach.ed schedtde. 

Ms. Moliard seconded the'Motion. Vote:.AILAye. 

ZONING 

Mr .. . Col1 ins. reported that the township has been working with a potential developer on a 
Johnstown,.Road property . . It is a currentresidenpe and an application for a conditional .use_to 
allow a ti re centerservice facility has been re.ceived. This wiil require ·a variance for parking to 
be loc~ted withiri,the side yard setback. The owner is als.o working with th~ City of New Albany 
on a trafftc study for t~te .curb.:cut. Jherc will be :,1 public hearing. rtext month. Last ti1i1e Mr. 
~o.llins ch('cked; ODO~·had 26:,000 trips per day at the location. 

~ I ' . . ., 

ROAn/MAINTENANCE ·--.. -~-~ . 

The maintenance staff has been working at the pool., getting it ready to open at the end of May .. 
The .town~hip .is waiting for the delivery ofthe new pickup truck._ 

There vvas an increase .iq cemetery sales because ofthe price increase tha~ took effect April P1
• 

F'IRE DEPARTMENt 

· Chief Connor reporteq that the. department has 4 internal candidates for the full-time position that 
is. open. J11t~rviews a~t~ SCheduled for next W~.ek, 

The·sa(ety tr:aile1~ did not meet tfte reserve bid of $5,000 on GovDeals. 
• , • • • ·, ' , • , 1 : • r • 

. '• 

' ' 
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Ms. Mo!lard made a moti,on to s.ell the trai~er at the highest bid . .l\1~. 'Beckett-Hill seconded 
the motion .. Vote: 4\ll Aye. (2.5040203) 

Chief Connor met with Elizabeth Boyden, the social media consultant, &nd the fire department 
should have the first social media posl this weekend. Chief Connor is excited to have Ms. 
Boyden's involvement and help with updating the community regarding township activity. Ms. 
Beckeit-l-:lill added that Karen Koenig will . ~)eat the fire station on the mornings of Aprii 151

h and 
J6ih to get heactshots of the fire department.·ancl leadership team. 

Assistant Chief Ecleberry has been working with Paramount to schedule the bay floor repairs in 
May. ChiefEc;leberry would also like to adjust the plan review and inspection fees. He will 
present a resolution at the next meeting. 

Assistant ChlefEclebcrry attended ' the quarterly school safety m'eeting. This is where the fire 
department, police department and school district meet to go over action reports. The annual 
training.is scheduled for the S\lmrner . . 

tvls .. Moilard (lske.d for an updat_e on entering into a joint partnership for p'lan revi~ws; Assistant 
ChiefEcleberry stated that Monro~ Towi1sl1ip is hiring a second fu)l-time p)ans t:eviewer. The 
dcpartnwnt istalking about potentially being al?le to use ·thai resourc·e if the workload gets to be 
too much for our Fire Marsliall. The cost would be recoupea thro~gh the fees for plan l'eviews. 
When ~sl..:.ed for an update on the Google project progress; Chief Connor stated that another 
building just p?.ssed Jife ·safety inspectioi1s c;tnd was turned over. 

Ms. Bcckett-Riil made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250402F1. Be -it resolved to pay 
LiCking. Councy Emergency Management $108,341for·dispatching services for 2025, out of 

· fund ·2111-220-53019 {\'i'ire Dista:-ict- Dispatching). 

Licking CiJ~mty Emci'geJtf.)' Management 
783lrviug Wick Drive West 
Heath, OH 43054 

Ms-. M~ilar~. s~cond~d t},ae Motion. Vote: AU Aye. 

Ms.'I~cckett-Hill made a Motion to ·pass 'Resolution No. 250402F2. Be ·it Rcsolycd, that the 
followilig township p'ersoiuil property is declared unneeded, obsolete or unfit for township 
use and is to be disposed of by internet auction: 
. . .._..:..__~_ /---:--....::.. ... __ __:__, - .-: _ .. - , -.:=--_---'''---''~---~-~- ---

Number Descri tio.n . Amount 
------·---,-------+:--:'~--~--~ 

·o!_ . 9 VArious KeyPqq Door Locks . ---,-+---$-·l_O._o'o __ 
~2 8 CradlePoint ·IBR-11 QO Mode_!ll:S _ -+--=$::...:1_:..0~ 
r-~~ ·2 D~!_Latitude~285 Tablets· ____ .:._____ · $10.00· ' 

C_'04 _ 15 Su'!ace Pr~:,_Cablits -------------,----------+-$ 10.00 
05 2.014MacMini $25.00 

-- Q6 4 .Jitan n Wir~les:-; Gate,way.-s--~. ---=--=--~-=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=- $IO-.O-O-
·~-· ·_ · · Ci~c_o·Catalv~i 3560 JOE router------~----- $1 0.22____. 

· · : · 

··.· 
. ·,' 
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Ms. MoHard ·made a Moth)r~ to pass Resolution No. 250402-F3~ Be it.a·esolved to pay the 
MECC Ref~ional Com•dl\:,f.Govertiments $25;000 for 2025 EMS Medical Director share, · . (. " . . . 

· out of fynd 2281-230.:58099 (EMS··~~~S-Other). ·. 

Jason Nicodemus '· ., . . . . ... ' '" . . 

MECt-:: J.~-~gi\Jm<l Coun_c.iJ c-fcGoycrnmcn.ts . 
J,_Q .. Box_{)47 : .. , i , ·. 

Reynoldsburg~ OH .4~0M3 .. 

Ms. Beckett~nm secondetl;.tllr:: ·M.oiion·~ · votc: All Aye. · 

. . ~ . .... . ~· ' t • '·. ·. • ;,. . 

F'IS.CAL OJ:'FR~E . . ' . 

Mr. Zappit~Hi stated that it'is too ·eady ih-th'~ month to have the March· Bank, reconciliat1ori and · 
rho nth end ~eports. . · · . '· ' , · 

··.: . · .. . .. ·, . :. : i 

' . 
fVls.J{~gcrs _e;ll.piaincd J,hat the following resol'utions,are necessary to budg~t for transfers to ,the 
Fi.r<::<-Capital Eq_~.ipmt~JH fun<f_: :.md appr~priat~ mo!ley f0r lip~oming expense~. This had to wait 
tlntil; at~er the trustees appmv~d the perrnanent app(opriations ·at the last meeting. 

~;lr. Fe ,:g~sofi· l~iad~ ~ M~tion to pass Re~oiu:tion No. 250402Bl,. Jje)it Resolved, to incre:we. 
F\1nd· 49l 0-000.!49031" (~apit'al' Equ.ipment:.F'irc-Transfers In receipts by $1,079,000. .. 
Ms,: Bcckett-Hill seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye. · 

·,, .: · ! 

·Mr. Fergu~on made a Motion to pass Resolution No. ~50402B2. Be it Resolved, to increase 
ii t•proprlati61is 'il1 ·p~}nd 4910 .. 220--55000 Capit().i Equipti,~nt-Fir;e by '$919,000. 
&h. 'Mollard·se·conded. tbc Motion. Vote: AH Aye. 

·-,' 

Ms.- .Bpcl~~tt-H. i l;I r~ported;that th~.;~e-xt ~~h_oolbo~rd rr!eeiin.g is.,April 14t~i. · 
• . . . . ' . . • • ! ~ . . . • ~ 

. . { ' . ' < ' .. . ~ ,. . . . 
.. , 

' '· ~ . ~ 
·:.l 

··· .. 
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Mrs.lVIolla:rd·. made a motion to adjourn into executive session at 7:17p.m. p,ursuant .to 
Ohio R~vised Code 121.2.2· (G)(2} to consider purchase of property for public putpose or 
sal¢. of property at c<:Hupetitivc !Adding. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Roll CaH 
Vote: AH Aye 

Mr. Collins, .ML Zappitdli, Chief Connor, a11d Assistant ChiefEcleberry attended the 
executive sr.ssion. ' 

Ms. Molla.rd inadc a motioi1 to d9s<r out ofexecuthe se~sion at 7:'32 p.m. ·Ms. Beckctt4 HiH 
seco~Hfed :th~ motion. RoU,Cal! Vot~: All'Aye · 

.. 
. . ~ . . ~ .. 

. ~ . 

Ms. Mollnrd· made a .mo.Hon to arljonril the. meeting at 7:33 p.m . . Ms. RecJ<ett-Uillsecondeci 
t~w ' movion . Vott·: All Aye 

' I • ~ 

: ;; 

. ' '· 

. . ~ 

cj./( ~evl:v JI 1-fz/tu ·. _ _._12~ ___ .1_[. _ _ _____ ··- ---·--
~ckett-Hi:J , Trus!fc . . . 

. •' 

. \ , 


