
RECORD OF PROCEE~INGS 

Mingles of Meeting Plain Township Board of Trustee Meeting 

April16, 2025 
Page 1 of 6 

The Plain Township Board of Trustees met in regular ses_sion i:tt.8:00 a.m. at the Fire .Station, 9SOO 
Johnstown-Road, New Albany, OH 43054. 

Ms. Mollard c.(;llleo: the meeting to -order. Ms. Mollard led the TFustees in die Pledge of·Allegian·ce 
to the flag. 

Roll Call: Members Present: Kerri Mollard and Jill· .Beckett .. HilL Others present: Fiscal Officer 
Bud Zappitelli, Chief Connor, Assistant ChiefEcleberry, Maintenance Supervisor Bob Pharris and 
Finance Officer Courtney Rogers. Township'· Administrator Ben Collins arrived at 9:d3 A.M. 
Mr. Ferguson. was absent. 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

Ms. Bec.kett-flill requested an executive session for employment. 

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS 

l\1s. Mollard made a motion to pay the pending warrants in the amountof$497,084:72. 
' .. 

Ms. Beckett-a:m seconded the motlon. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 25041601.) 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Ms. Mollard ntade a-n.totion to approve the April2, 2025 Board of Trustees Meeting minutes. 
Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 25041602) 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 

ivjs.' Mollard would like. the record to tetlect that Marty and Laurie Combs drqpped off a tl)ank­
Y0U nqte. tp t he trustees and fire department. · 

ROAD/MAINTENANCE 

Mr. Pharris reported that the maintenance staff has been busy. The weather has IT).(;lde it difficult 
to ·get things done at the pool, but staff did get.the plumbing to the slide replaced and reattached. 
,A ·Section had to be cut out and replaced. Staff are now in the process of paihting t\1e kidd,ie pool 
interactive play~tound. Delivery dfthe new maintenance truck is delayed. 

.• 

') 



~'IRE DEPARTMENT 
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After interviewi·ng four can9!da~es, Chief Connor would like to offer Daniel Logan a full~time 
position at the fire department. 

Assistant Chief Ecl,eberry expl~ined that there is .a resolution on the ager1da to approve expenses 
for new sigrtage at the station and lettyring for the new Tahoe that is ·on order: ChiefEcleberry 
would also like to approve a new fee schedule fot fire inspections, plan reviews, and other 
prevention items. The last update was two years ag0, and.the fire department would like to align 
their fees with neighboring tire departments .. Chief Edeberry also· explained· that the current 
rescue equipment is from 2010 imd the NFPA standard for replacement is 10 years. The rescue 
equipr:nent was originally planned to be replaced last year but it was put'on hold because of the 
budget. constraints .. 

Chief Connor rep~~ted that the safety trailer sold on GovDeals and wi'll be pick~~ up tO!Jl,orrow. · 

Ms. Mo!lard asked about the sequence of events for plan reviews and '!Vnen the Fire Marshall . 
would get. involved. Chief Ecleberry explained that the initial meeting with the devel0per is · 
usually an overview ofthe.project Once the architect gets involved and the building is designed, 
the actual. plans review takes place. Building Code and Fire Code are very close and: well 
aligned, there. are; qnly sli~ht differences between each. 

Ms .. Beckett~Hilfmadea Motion to pass Resolution No; 250416Fl. Be It ~esolved to pay 
Iler.itage Fire Equi.pmeut up _tQ $147,000 for the purchase of rope and rescue equipment 
out.offund 4910·-220-55000 (Capital Equipment-Fire -:· F'ire Equipment). Ms. Mollard 
seconded the Motion. Vote: Ali Aye. · 

Ms. Be,:kett-l:Iill inade a. M;oti.on to pass Resolutio~ No. 250416F2 .. Be it resolv.~~ to pay 
. , Visionary Sig":$· up to $5;000 for the purchase of l_etter:ing and gr~phics for station vehicles~ 

and signs for ~·he walls of station 121 out offund 2.111-220-:58099 (Fire-Other Expenses).. 
·Ms, Mo.llard seconded the ,Motion. Vote:. All Aye. 

Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250416F3. Be it resolved to pay The 
Fire House up. to $48,000 far the purchase of firefighter unifor:ms out'offund 2111-:-220-
54022 (Fire'-Su.pplies ·· Uniforms). Ms. Mollard se\!onded the Motion. Vote: · All Aye. 

. . . . 
Ms. Mollard made. a l\1o'tion to pass Resolution No .. 250416FI4. Be it resolved to approve tl;le 
2025-2026, Plain Township Fire Department Prevention Fee Schedule. Ms. Beckett-Hill 
seconded the l\1,otion, Vote: All Aye. 

.. 
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FISCAL OFF~CE 

March 2025 Bank Reconcili:ation and Month-End)rep01ts were presented. 

March 2025 credit carq statements were presented. 
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the 1st half real estate taxes were received from Franklin County on t-;-1arch 28', 2025. Ms. 
Rogers explained tlu~t the township ha~ nC:>t received the TIF payment from the City of New 
Albany ·yet. Ms. MoJlard asked if the township is investing the surplus balance in a higher 
interest earning account. JVfs. Rogers explained that she can transfer and withdrawal money 
·easily frorn the Star Account whic·h is currently .earning 4.5% interest. Both the Star Ohjo 
account and US Bank account are safe and state mandated investments. 

M~; . Mallard inquired about the timing of the township· g;ing out to the bond market-with the 
current market ,volatility. Mr. Zappitelli believes that the township is in a .worse position right 
·now since ·interc;st,rates have gone up. But he thipks things should settle down in the next couple 
of mor:nhs when the township is ready to proceed. The township should also ·be in a better 

· poshion wi,th m?re cash on hand. 

When ·a:;ked about ~ny conflicts of.interest, Mr. Zappitelli 'reported' th~t he can sign off 011 
paperwork but can11ot ll)arket the bonds .to his clients. 

Ms. Modard rtyJ~ited that she attended the Joint'Par:b District ~1eeting, but they did not have a 
quorum. She thought it was .fi:~ r: that the Parks department has two robots that line the fields. 

The surntner m~etfng sc,hedule·was di,scussed. Ms. Mallard stated that she would be out ofto,wn 
tor the 2nd meeting in July . Ms. Beckett-Hill will b\'! ·in attendanc~. Mr. Ferguson's··schedule wiil 
bt: checK,ed to ensare tha.t there is a quorum. It was also decided to move the September-171

h 

meeting to the even in~ because of the New Albany Chamber Community breakfast. 

Ms. Beckett-Hill Stilted that it would be very helpful if everyone wouid give advanced notice of 
var;a:tions and conf1icts. Ms. Mallard discussed creating a !JOlley and said 'she would talk to Mr. 
Collins about iL 

RECESS 
I, 

Mr,s. Moilard made a motion to recess the meeting at 8:42a.m. l\1s. Beckett-Hill seconded 
the .motion. ·Vote: All Aye . · 

Ms. Mollard made a mQtion to _resume the board meeting at 9~03 a.m. -Ms: Beckett-Hill 
secoil'idcd the motion~ Vote: All Aye 

·. 

.. 



I • 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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Mrs. Mollard made a motion to adjourn into executive session at 9:04 a.m. pursuant to 
Ohio Revised Code 121.22 (G)(l) for employment. Ms. Beckeft-Hill seconded the motion. 
Roll Call Vote: All Aye ' 

Mr. Coiiins, Mr. Zappitelli, Chief Connor, ~nd Assistant ChiefEcleberry attended the 
executive session. 

Ms. Mollard made a motio·n to-close out of exec.utive .session ~t 9:18a.m. Ms. Beckett~Hill 
seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote: All Aye 

FIRE (CONTINUEJ>)· 

Ms. Mollard made a Mo~i<)n to pass Re~olution No. 250416F5. Be it resolved to offer 
conditional employment to part-time firefighfer Daniel' Logan as a full-time 'Firefighter 
Paramedic at step 1 pending results from a backgro~nd check and drug screen. Ms. 
Beck~ff-Hill s~~onded ·the Motion. Vote: All Aye. 

' 
Ms. Bcckett-Hill asked to discuss tne concerns .that Mr. Zappitelli and Mr. Ferguson have with 
Resolution F6. Ms. Beckett-Hill surrtmarized the conversation that \\ias had ai the l\.1arch 191h 

.mc-etiti.g where Attorney Pete Griggs s·a'id he would reach out · to the State Auditor to get their 
orinion on the whether the township's liability to Schorr Architects was handled appropriately. 
According to Ms. Beck~tt-Hill, Mr. Griggs· has not yet heard back from the Auditor~ s otlice. 
However, his oi)inionthat the expenditure is not unlawfi.Jl stands. Mr. Zappitelli expressed his 
conc'en,1 over the lack of detaiL in the invoice and a clear idea ofwhat the township is paying for .. 
'Mt. Zappifelli would .like more'information on exactly wh~t is includcd ·in the three items ·listcd 
on Schedul~ A .. Ms. Becke.tt-Hill stated· that ther~ have been numerous discussions and meetings 
regarding the architecture plans and .prog~ess ·over the 'past ·se:v.eral months. Mr. Zappitelli replied 
that the Jack 'of (;)n ea.rlierresolution and the improper governance is Mr. ·Ferguson's concern.' 
Mr.Zappitelli's concern is surro,unding what exactly the township is getting for the $98,000 that 
Schorr Archit{{ct.s is invoicing thetownship ·for. Mr. Collins explained that the traffic study 
portion is the township 's pro-rata share. Unfortunately, since the p~oject is flow dead_ there is 
pt•o.bably no v,ork ·product fronJ the traffic study that can be used. Mr. Coi lins explainq,d that 
Program Verific-ation has been completec!. This is where the needs ofthe devel•)p!Tient and 
diHerent program areas are stated. Schematic. design is 100% complete. Ruscilli , the manager at 
ri'sk, will look at the design anq estimate the probable costs of the design at the site. Design . 
developnient; which is only 40% complete, is· the engineering d~s·ign work and site plan~lng. 
The town~hip does not ha'v~e :construction · drawings. Mr.. Collins exp·ects that the township can 
reuse .the design that has been completed at a different site, however some of the d~tail·s will need 
to be reworked becaqsc it was part of a larger structure. Mr. Zappitelli requested that Mr. Collins. 
include the updated site lJian, building design, sch~matic .design budget and cost br~ak9own·s in 
an attachment-to the resoh1tior~ . 

,. 
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Ms. Molla.rd made a Motion to pass Resolution,No. 25Q416F6 pending the A-dministrator co 
include the de!iverablcs to d~te. 

RECITALS 

\VHERKAS, the Board of Trustees of Plain Township, Franklin County, Obiu (the 
"Board'J) proYides fir~ ·protection services through the Pl~il\ Township Fire Department to ' 
the entire area (both Incorporated and unincorpora~ed) of plain Town~hip (the 
"Township~'); and 

WHEREAS, tla~ Board of Education of the Ne-w Albany.:PJairi Local School District 
(HDi~tr~d"), and the. Townsliip h.ave enjoyed a long 'history Of coH~'boration and 
cooperatioo to jointly serve the interests of the r.esidents of the Town~ hip and· District; and 

WHEREAS~ the. Towrtship and the .Distrkt have been working colla'boriltiYely-with each · 
other to construct a combined scho(>l transportation facility ·and fire substation; a,nd 

WHEREAS, the I)istrkt enter-ed into an architectural agreement with Schorr A.r.chitects, 
Inc. ("Architect''} for.thc pm:pose of having an Architect provide prof,~ssional design ,. 
servic,~s forth~~ Pl'Oject'wh·ich includes 'the design ofthe,Township fire substation; ··and 

WHER.EAS, tl1e Townshii) lias coriurtitted to pay for the,Architect fees a:od costs associated 
w.ith. the d~sigtl ~of the fire substation; and · · .. · 

\V.H:EREAS~ the Board beljeves it?s in the. best interest to pay the f()~s, i.n fur.ther.anc~ of the 
fire substation. . · · · , . · ' 

RESOLUTiON 
~ 

NOW TH~~REFOR..f: 1 ,'be itTesolved by the Hoard QfTnistee~ of Plain Township, ·Franklin 
Count)' Ohio (the '~Bmtnr'~.), that tl)e fo1lo~.ing Resolution be. and hereby is.,,adopted: 

RESOLVED, that.theHoard:·hereby approVes th.c payment· of $98~805 to Schorr Architects 
forth<: Townshii)'s pot'tiou of a:rchitecturaHees and cost§ associated with 'the (l'csign of the 
Plain. Township Fire Depa-rtment Substation as set forth in Attacltq1ent A and hH!orporatl~d · 
h.erein b~~ this refen~I_u!e,.tQ. be, paid from fund 2111-220-58099·(Fire- Oth~r Expenses) .. 

B.E IT FVRTHER.ID:SQLVEJ), that the Board finds and determines that. aU formal. 
··. a,ctfon~ pf this Board c~.mccnting and r~lating to the passage of this Resoh1tionw~re tak~11' 

in an open meeting of this Board~ and that all deliberations · ofthi~ ,lloard.that resul.ted in 
such fo.rrnaJ a.ction were in iucetings open to th~ public, in compli:ance with al,lleg~11 
requirements. 

. . 
Bt l'f FURTHER RESOLVED, t-hat this l{esolutii:m shall be in full fo1·cdtnd. effe~:t 
jmmediately up.on,its -adoption. ·· ·' 

Ms. '.Bf'ciH~tt-Hm sedmded t:h~ Motion:· Vote: All Aye. 

, .. 

. , . 

I ' . 
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,ATTACHMENT A 

· (]•~!~ .DEPARTMENT -SUBSTATlON ARCHITECT~Ji'EE~). 

Basi~ Services to date: 

• Program Verification- $11,520·x 100% = $U,S2(l 

• Schematic Design- ~38.400 x 100%· = $38,4.00 

• Design Development ~ .$115,200 ~ 40 ti~ = $46,080 
A.dd~tional Services to date: 

• Traffic,Stuqy- Sl7,0QO x 16;5%, ::::;= $2~805 · 

A.D.H) fJRNME]_\f'J.: 

,· 
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Ms~ Mollard made a motion t:o adjourn the meetlng at 9:40 -a.rt1. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded 
the motion. ,Vote: All Aye 

.Bc-).~~D OF 'fRUSTEES: 

•' 
' ' . ·---·---·- --------------· --- ---------- ------··· 


