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RECORD 'OF PROCEEDINGS 

Minutes of Meeting Plain Township Board of Tx;ustee Meeting 

The Plain Township Board of Trustees met iJ;I regular session at 8:00a.m~ at the Fi~e St~tion, ·9·500 
Johnstown 'J}oad, New Albany, OH 43054. 

Ms. Mallard calledthe ~eeting to· order. Ms. Mallard led the Trustees in the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the flag. 

Roll Call: Member~ Present: Dave Ferguson, Kerri Mallard and Jill Beckett-Hill. Others present: 
Fiscal Officer Bud Zappifelli, Township Administrator Ben Collins, Chief Connor, and Finance 
Dfficer Courtney Ro~ers. Vis'itor~ present: Pete Griggs and several .res'idents. .. . 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

The Township ·administratoradded ResolutionA4. 

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS 

Ms. Mollard made a motion to pay the pending warrants in the amount of $518,48~.13. 
·Ms. Beckett-Hill second·ed the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 2503'1901) 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

M.s. Mollard made a motion to appro·ve the March 5, 2025 Board of Trustees Meeting 
minute~; Mr. Ferguson. seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Re;Solution 250~1902) 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 

"Resident Martin co·mbs requested that the Trustees drive by the Columbus City Schools bus 
garage off Morse Road to get a visual of what a bus garage will look like on the corner ofNew 
Albany Road and State Route 605. He also went over the population projections for the State of 
Ohio through 2050 . Franklin County is expected to grow 12.39%. The fastest growing county is 
Delaware County. His c.oncern is that there is .nowhere for this growth to go other than on State 
Route 605 . The next.closestnorth-south corridor is Route 3 in Westerville . He also pointed out 
that a half mile from the proposed bus garage/substation location, a subdivision is being 
developed tha't will· have'2.5 acre lots priced at $750,000. These will be very ·large and expensive 
homes, and a bus barn in the community will· not encourage this kind of growth. He noted ·that at 
a previous meeting, a bla<;;k chain !'ink fence was said robe in the design plans. He does not 
think this will be.'attractive at the gateway to the north ofNe~. Alb;;tny. He is looking .forward to 
seeing the blueprints when they are available. 
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Joel Topolo~ky. spoke next arid has issues with. the timing of the project. C(mstruction has started· 
on the Bam let, and he said it is going to take five years to complete. That is five-years of heavy 
constrUction and trucks going down State Route 605 . He noted thatthe traffic coming to the 
Board meeting this morning was completely backed up and bumper to bumper. He will be 
requesting a traffic light t0 get out of the neighborhood. He thinks a fire station built north cif 

. Walnut .Street-would be better to cover theJuture expansion and development. He does ~ot think 
the current proposed location is good for a lot ·ofreasons. He hopes that the traffic report that is 
performed considers future development. 

Barbara Topolosky addressed the Trustees next. She thanked. them for listening to everyone· and 
giving the residents 'ofNottingham Trace some consideration. When purchasing their h~me, 
they chose New Alba~y in part ~ecau~e the <:ity .supports health and welln'ess. She hopes that 
environmental, air quality, and traffic .studies will be done for the proposep area. The residents. 
ofNottingpam Trace.w.ouJd· like a better understanding of the timing of the building of the bus 
garage and fire substation. Residents are aware of conversations hiking place relating· to a 
different location for the bus garage. She indicated that the residents will.be patient and hold off 
on .activating planned strategies such as petitions, social' media, traditional media, and any. 
possible legal acti.vity. Currently, the conversations that have ~een had have not resolved the 
Nottingham Trace residents.' .concerns. · 

ADMINIS1'RATOR . 

Mr. Collins· reported that pool meml\ership sales are going well. The to~nship appreci'ates the 
assistance from the New Albany Communications-teams for g~tting the information-out. The 
township is currently ahead of last year by $21 ,.000. The initial inspection with the city and the 
Department of Health will take place later this morning on the slide tower renovation project. . · 
Mr. Coll-ins added a resolution to the ~genda fqr additional work thatwas identified as being 
needed. 

Also 'include'd in the b0ard packet are two easement .addenda. He explained that back i'n 201(5, 
there was a conservation easemententered into with the City. of New Albany, the New Alba1,1y 
Company,. and F &M Grainger regarding the creek in the back of the fire station pro petty. Due to 
the e~tension of Ganton Parkway in the Nationwide Children's .Hospital project, there are sorh¥ 
·addc:<ndtuns to the easement to allo~ for a creek crossing and some other impro:vements within 
the easement area. The orig·inai resolution approving the easements grant the Township 
Administrator a.uthority to sign off on ~my addendum. Mr. Collins proviqed the. addenda to .the 

·· Board to $ee tfthere were any questions. Ms. Mollard asked what the timeline. is for the 
·construction on Gantoa Parkway. Mr-. ·collins explained that plans are sti11 being finalized, and 
construction is expected to start later this summer. He expects that the project will take 18 
months to complete. 

Mr. Collins and Ms. Reife met with three. concession vendors before deciding to want to partner 
with 365 Midwest Concessions . .This vendor had the 'best proposal, ~nd they qperate pool 
concessions at Bexly, Hilliard, and G,rove City. Midwest Concessions also ope'rates the 

·,, 

concession stand at New Albany J3evelhymer Pa'rk. Mr. Collins feels comfortable 

. '• 
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recommending this vendor t,o the Board. The agreemet'lt is for one ye~r as a trial. If the season is 
a success, the board co.uld consider a multi-year contract. 

'M);. Ferguson made a ~otion to . pa~s Resolution No. 2S0319Al. 
> 

WHEREAS, the Mid-Ohio Regional Phtnuipg Commission (MORPC) is a voluntary 
association of Centr~l Ohio gove_rnments and. regioJ:Ial organizations that provides valuable 
com.munity servi.ces related to transportation, housing, policy, and sustainability; and 

WHEREAS, Plain Township is a member ofMORPC and represented on its b~mmission; 
and 

WHEREAS, MORPC's top level Sustainability Advisory Committee has developed the 
Regional Sustainability Agenda which provides a framework for members' and regional 
pat"tnet:s to work toward. common. goals; an~ . 

WHEREAS, MORPC, with guidance from its .Sustainability Advisory Comn,ittee and 
member communities, has launched a program, called.'8ustainable2050, that replace.s a 
program form.erly kriown ~s the Central Ohio· Green. Pact; and 

WHEREAS, PlainTownship is committed to pr_otecting and preserving its natural 
resources and pursuing initiatives that will have a positive impact on its environment;:and 

WHEREAS, Plain. Township recogni,zes its al;»ility as a local government to le~d and 
fnfluencc SUstainable practices within the community i.n a Way that ·iS both fi$Ca1Jy a'J~d 
environmentally responsible; and · 

. . 
WHEREAS, Plain Township underst~nds that MORPC is com~nitted. to providing. 
addifiorial t¢chnical and programmatic· support to those. committed to t~e Sustainable2050 
.program;. 

; ' ' I 

NOW, THEREFORE~ BE IT RESOLVED by The Board of Trustees of Plain Township, 
Franklin County, Ohio, that: 

Sec'tion 1·: Plain Town~hiP, comlnits. to Sustainable2050 ("Progr.am") and will pursue the 
·objectives and initiatives outlined in the Program. · 

Section 2:· Plain Tciwnship·will des·ignate a' local c.hampion to ensure public a.wareness of, 
and activ~ participation in, the Program. · · 

Section 3: Plain Township will assign a representative to participate .in. Program meetings. 

Sectiou 4: Plain Township·wilt.'share data with MORPC, as related· to tbe goals qnd · ·. 
objectives of the frog ram. . · 

Section 5:. This resolution s.hall b.ecome effective.from ·andafter the earliest period 

allowed by law. 

Ms. Mollard scc(Hided the l\1otion. Vote:· All Aye. 

Mr. Fergus'on made a Motion to pass ResolutionNo. 250319A2. Be it resol~ed, that the 
Plain Township Board of Trustees· hereby authoriz~s an agreement with 365 Midwest 

•' 

.. 
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<;oncess~ons LLC to operate the concession stanll at the Plain Township Aquatic Center for' 
one year - the 2025 pool season- and authorizes the Township Administrator to· negotiate 
the terms ofa·contract to operate the concessio~ stand.· Ms. Beckett-l:lill seconded' the 
Motion. Vote: All Aye: · · 

'• 

Ms. Beckett-Hill m~(lc a:l\totion to pass Rcs,olu.tio~ No. 250319A~. Be jt resolved, to pay 
Sedgwick, Inc., PO ~ox .89456;_ Cleveland, Ohio 44101, (be amount of$7,910~00 as a service 
fee fm~ third.,.party ,administration for the 'g·roup retro rating program and enroll' Plain 
Township in, the BWC Gro\Jp Retrospective Rating Program for the period beginning 
Jan~mry 1, 2026, according to the attac.he~ . agreement, to be paid out of the following funds. 

1000,-110-58099 ' GEN $' 595.62 

2141-330-5·8099 ROAI>S $ 393.92' 

2111-220'-''5~099 FIRE 
' 

$ 6920:4() 
. ' 

Ms. MoHarcl seconded the Motion. Vot~: All Aye. 
. ' . . 

. . . 

Ms. Bec!~ctt~Hill made a Mntion to pass Resolution No. 2503i9A4.·. Be 'it Resolved to 
approve a change.order in the amount of $81,665 payable to· Whitewater- Westlndustries 
Ltd. in addition to the ·$273,531 previously· authorized for the pool slide tower renovation 
project, to pay for repair and refurbishment of the intedor or'both slides ($!;9,914), 
remediation of st(fel column anc,hor eq!Jipment ($12,621); and the ·fabrication. and 
installation of a gate .for the bottom of the stairs ($9,130), and to. pay the ,cost out ·of fund 
H)00-120-5809.9 (General-~ o ·thcr Expenses). . . 

I .'I~ 

Ms. Mollard seconded tl~e Motio~. Vot.e: Ms. Mollard-Aye. Ms. Beckett~Hiii-Aye. Mr. 
Fer:guson-Abstaincd 

' 
Mr. Ferguson wanted more information on the reque·sted increase for the. Whitewater West 
Industries work. He is concerned that'this ts .a 30% irtcrease bn the original scope of work. Mr. 
Collins .explained that this. i~ new ~.vork that was identified, not a price : incre~se to .the original 
scope of work. The gate that has be.en proposed limits access. to the slide tower during rest 
periods and when the poc)l is closed ~ The.repair a1;1d refurbishment o(the. water slides 'is frmn 
when they were damaged by kids taking skateboards down the .slide after hours. And ,the special 

' ' . . . \ .. 
inspector recommended replacing the steel column anchor equipment: Mr. Collins feels more 
comfortable contracting with 'Whitewater West on the anchor equipment because of the)i~bility. 
Mr. Ferguso·n thinks that the cost of replacing the steelQlits and bolts is egre~·ious . 

ZONIN6 

Mr. Collins is still working with a developer on a property'·on Johnstown ~o~d. Back in 1989, 
the City of New Albany annexed the entirety of Johnstown Road all the way to Central College. 
This unincorporated parcel will require a right-of-way access permit from the City of New · 

' ' 

., 

,. 
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Albany to access 'Johnstown· Road . . Mr. Collins is working ,with the city on 'the project and the 
developer is working 011 a-traffic study. The .property is already zoned for general business. It 
would· require a conditioAal use p.ermit from the,township and .possibly a variance. Thi's gives·. 
the township the ability to ensure that the project meets the township's requirements. 

rvtr. Collins reported that he ~•aw the County Engine·er at the quarterly Fl·anklin County· Township 
· meeting. The engihe~r is wqrking to bid Q~lt the Township Resur.f8cing program. Plain 
Township ha.s· some work inc.h.Ided in that progr:am and' the Engineer expects to have costs by the 
tirst \·Veek of April. · 

FT.RE DEPARTMENT 

Chief Connor. addressed the Board and th~· reside1it att.endees. He feels that the current location 
being discussed for the bus garage and substati911 is a good location and his opinion as Fire Chief , 
should matter. His dut~' is. to look out for-the safety and security of the people in the community. 
fie' expl~lined 'that the township is trying to reduce 'the amount of taxes that. the COJ1]munity pay~ 
by collaborating with. the scho.ols-to .produce a faciiity that takes. care of the c_hildren in the 
COlTIIllUnity by 'getting them to school safely every day and takes ca.re ofthe COmlnunity by 
redu<.~ ing Fire/EJ'v1.S re~ponsc times. He e~plained that by partnering with the schools on this 
pr.ojecl, the.Ja·nd was going to be donated and this saves money, allowing the leyyrdollars to be · 
stret~hed farther. He to'Id the residents of the Nottingham Trace development that the 
neighborhood ,is built right ip the middle of an all-industrral commercial prope:rty, what did the 
resi&nts think was going to be bl.dlt there? · He explaii1ed that-the schools and the township are 
trying tcJ be good neig~bors and listen to their concerns, but if this project does

1
Qot move forward 

at this locqtion, the residents may be stuck with something worse. and tH.at they have no control . 
·over. 

Resident Jpel Topolsky S~)oke agai·n regarding his conceri1s aboutthe tree 'Ji.ne separating the 
neighborhood from the proposeq site. There are a lot of dead trees and bushes, as well' as trash 
that gets Cflught' i.n there .. He wonders if this is a fire hazard. He is going to call the New Albany 
service department to rcport'the issu~. A female· resident also .shared ~hat the residents of 
Nottingh;)m Trace spoke 11p about their concerns. for: diesel fumes before the November election. 
She is more in.clined to believe the writte11 report that her neighbor _Sandra, a physician, corrtpiled 
with the health risks .. 

. ., 

Mr. Ferguson asked if the residents attended ·the school board meeting because he said he 
believed that othe1' alternative sites arc being considered. Ms. Beckett-Hill said she would give 
artupdate·on that later. rvrs. ''Mollard cut off the citizen -comments, indicating that they had time 
earlier in the meeting to speak and that the. boar~ n~eded'to proceed with the ·agenda. ·Ms. 
·Beckett-" H ill explained that the school board is continuing to research and address the ·concerns. 
ra.ised by the residents and the community. She also stated that the school' board is exploring 
additional opportunities \\,ith their partn·ers. Mr. Sawyers said that the school board'would pause 
this project for a coupk of\'vccks wi'th spring bt:~ak .nearing and fami.lies trav~ling. this als~ 



,, 

i 
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means that the Township will needs to explore .othcr options if the collaboration with the school 
js··noi going to proceed' forward. Jvls. Beckett-1-'Iill also stated thatthere was .never a discussion 
aboqt a chaiQ-Iink fence surrounding this ptoperty. A resident'did speak up, and many agreed 
that this was in fact mentioned at .a: previous meeting. Ms. Beckett-Hill noted that there would l;>e 
'landscaping and mounding to camouflage the ·area. 

Ms. Mollard explained that the resolution on the agenda is to pay Schorr Architects for-the work 
tl~at they have already completed \p designiJ;J.g the 1!JJbstation. The township does not have a 
contra~t ·with Schorr Architects, the townsl'lip· is just a partner with· the school ·district on the ·1 

project. Mr. Collins shared that the township has been talkinga'bout the partnership with the 
schools for some -time and that the township was working on a c~operative construction 
agreement that has taken-longer than anticipated to draft and finalize. Currently, the·township is 
at a point where costs have be~n incurred on our behalf for the architectural design and 
engineering of the facility. He. anticipates an invoice in a few week~ . . This resolution would 
autho~ize the payment ofthe township's pro rata share ofthe.ardiitect and design fees to date~ 
Mr. Collins explained that if the township 111oves forward on its own~ there is a statutory process 
for sele~ti'ng an architect for a project like this. Schorr Architects has already contributed a lot of 
time to the project, and they understand· the township's needs, so they woul.d be ideal architects 
to engage. The .construction contract would have to be competitively bid. . 

Mr. Fergusor1 stated that for the past few board ,meetings, he has asked if the township was 
incurring any costs for the project because no costs had b~en authorized by the Board of 
Trustees. He is 9oncenied that we now have _this resolution to pay Schorr Archjtects wl)en 111e 
costs. were 119t previously authorized. Attorney _Pete Griggs said that is a separate legal· issue. 
He stated that "vhenever you are. spending J<lUblic funds, you must have the· authority to do it . . He· 
is contld~nt that an auditor would look at this as a legitil'nate use. He s~at~d that there,was an 
expectation that the towns~ip would partner and &hare in the architectural costs even though no 
forma!' agreement ·had ,been signed yet. Mr. Zappitelli spoke of his concern that the costs were 

, incurred before, board approval, which goes back to tylr. Ferguson's concern of proper 
·governance. Ms. _Mollard stated that since the board voted to approve the levy, which included 
the second fire station that was a: joint ·project at the time, that counts as a vote to approve the 
expense . . Mr. Colli'n·~ also stated 'that an estimate .of th~ cost~ was previously provjded. to the 
Boar~ of Trustees and the Fiscal Officer o_n Februar.y 5. Mr. Zappitelli .asked if the funds to pay 
the· architect.s were appropriated. Mr. Collins said that ther~ are funds available in the temporary 
.appropriations to, cover the expense but that the funds hav.e not ·been specifically appropriated for 
this project yet because it was intended to be combined into the bond finance proj'ect. Attorney 
Pete Griggs offered to obtain an opinion from the Auditor of State's office (lnd amend the, 
·resolution to incl.udc the . .appropriate account number. Mr. Ferguson asked for the recordirtgs of 
the past board meetings. He would like transpa~ency on what the projected co~ts are for a project 
and would like to minimizc ·the cost ovet'ruhs. · · · · 

M~~ Bcckett-Hill n1ade a Motiol1 to table Res~lution No .. 250319Fl until the first meeting .in. , 
April2025. Mr·. Ferguson seconded the Motion. Vote: AllAye. ' · 

FISCAL OFFICE · 

. January 2025 Bank Reconciliation and Month-End reports we~e pres~nted. 

'Ms. M,ollai"d made a Motion to pass Rcsol~tion N?. 250319Bl· 

·'· 

' l 
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PLAIN fO'.VNSHIP BOARD OF ,TRU~TEES 

FRANKLIN COUNTV, OHIO 
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Mr . . Fe~guson seconded the' Motion. Ro.ll Call Vote: All Aye~ 

M~rch ~9, 2025 
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Mr. ·Collin.s stated that: th~ Penpanent Appropriations. can be ainendeq by. the board· at any time 
during the year. 1~he current Permanent Appropriations do n0t include any (urids for the , 
cemetery project. Phase 1 ofthat project was estimated to be $1.8M. Mr. Collins. feels that we 
need to understand the scope of the cost of the fire station before the-''board looks to spend that 
amount of money on the cemetery. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Ms. 'Mollard reported. that there are rio new updates for the Joi,nt Parks District or the N~w 
Alb'any Community Foundation. She atterided the Franklin County Township Association 
meeting last night. with f\:Jr. Collins and the Health Department~Advisory Counc.il. Ms. Mollard 
W<'> uld like tv make sure that Plain Township shares' the Franklin ·C0unty Public'Health.2024 
annual report on, social medi·a: 

·OLD 'BUSINESS 

Ms. Beckett-Hil.l shared that she a,nd M,r. Collins met with a social media Strategist, Elizabeth 
Boyd~n. She shared a presentation and seope;of wotk. · M~ . Becke.tt-Hill would like to contract 
\o\:ith M~ . Boyden for three months to I]\ake sure it.is the right fit. Ms. Boyden woq\d likt.~ to get 
updated headshots. Mr. Ferguson inquired as to what the annual. budget i~ for · digital marketing 
aud social media, Ms .. Beckett-Hill thinks that a maximum of $20,000 is suffident to rul.). and 

· update .tl)e current website, update headshots, and allow fo'r photography. Engaging .with .a-drone. 
photographer could al~o be necessary. 

Ms. Mollanl made a m~~ion to .approve exiJ~nditures related to photography, digital 
mnrketing and social media as proposed in the pilot project {or. the next three months with 
the proposal that w~s submitted. Ms. Beckett-Hill .seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. 
(Rc~olution 25031903) · · · 

ADJOURNMENT 
.. , 

Ms. J\iollard . made a motion . .to ~djourn the meeting at 9:31 a.m. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded 
th~ motion. Vote: All Aye 

SJGM4TURES.FOLLOffl ON THE NEXT PAGE 
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