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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
Minutes of Meeting Plain Township Board of Trustee Meeting

The Plain Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at 6:30 p.m. at the Fire Station, 9500
Johnstown Road, New Albany, OH 43054.

Ms. Mollard called the meeting to order. Ms. Mollard led the Trustees in the Pledge of Allegiance
to the flag.

Roll Call: Members Present: Dave Ferguson, Kerri Mollard, and Jill Beckett-Hill. Others present:
Fiscal Officer Bud Zappitelli, Township Administrator Ben Collins, Assistant Chief Ecleberry,
Battalion Chief Pabst, and Finance Officer Courtney Rogers. Visitors present: Christopher
Franzmann, Heather Vlasuk, Jeremy Cram and Deputy Upton.

ELECTION OF 2024 OFFICERS

Ms. Mollard made a motion to appoint Kerri Mollard as Chair and Jill Beckett-Hill as Vice
Chair. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: Ms. Mollard and Ms. Beckett-Hill —
Aye, Mr. Ferguson - No. (Resolution 25010801)

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Nore.

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS

Ms. Mollard made a motion to pay the pending warrants in the amount of $137,201.03.
Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 25010802)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Mollard made a motion to approve the December 4, 2024 Board of Trustees Special
Meeting minutes. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution
25010803)

Ms. Mollard made.a motion to approve the December 17, 2024 Board of Trustees Special
Meeting minutes. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution
25010804)

Ms. Mollard made a motion to approve the December 30, 2024 Board of Trustees Meeting
minutes. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. Mr. Ferguson abstained.
(Resolution 25010805)
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ADMINISTRATOR

FIRE STATION CONSTRUCTION FINANCING REVIEW

Christopher Franzmann and Heather Vlasuk attended the meeting to explain the different
financing options available to the Township. One option would be to sell obligations to the
capital market. With this option, there is more work expected from township employees and
there is a higher initial cost in partnering with an underwriter and municipal advisor. The
township will need to obtain a rating, similar to a FICO score. Annual filings are also required
with a capital market loan. This process is more time consuming but will likely result in.a lower
interest rate than going with a private placement loan. The second option is going with a private
placement. The township still needs to work with Bond Council to draft the documents that are
then sold to a bank. Under the Ohio Revised Code, the loan must be at a fixed rate and the term
length is determined by the asset being financed.

The process to go to the capital market could take 3-4 months, whereas the private placement
loan would be 6-8 weeks.

All of the trustees felt that it made sense to engage a municipal advisor on a limited engagement
to compare expected net costs between each financing option.

Mr. Coliins.expects to have a project cost within 4 weeks. Mr. Franzmann recommended the
Township approve a resolution with a maximum borrowing amount with the Fiscal Officer
authorized to set the final amount after the construction bids come back.

Mr. Collins 1'ep0rtéd that the New Albany City Council met last night. The adaptive sports:
fieldhouse was discussed. Dr. Klingele made a presentation to Council asking for a 15 year lease
to ailow them to build the fieldhouse next to the Miracle League Fields.

There was also a first reading of an ordinance to approve the residential TIF portion of the
Hamlet project at State Route 605 and Central College Road. All fire levy proceeds will come
back to'the township. Back in November, City Council approved the commercial side of the
project for the commercial TIF. There was also a first reading for the Haines Creek phase one
project on Centrai College Road. There are Township residents very concerned with this project.
Mr. Collins explained that the whole subdivision is being raised 8 feet. This will create a hill
right next to the township residents and theres is major concern about stormwater drainage.

Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250108A1.

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code § 510.707 authorizes a board of township trustees to
appropriate from the township general revenue fund moneys not appropriated for any
other purpose to an organization that the board determines serves a community purpose
and fthat is exempt from federal taxation under subsection 501(a) and described in
subsection 501(c)(3) of the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986," 100 Stat. 2085, 26 U.S.C. 1, as
amended; and : A '

WHERFEAS, Plain wan.s_-hip has entered into the Second Amended and Restated Joint
Operating Agreemént for the New Albany Community Arts Center (hereinafter referred to
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as the “Operating Agreement”), which provide in Section 8.3 that each Owner shall
annually deposit in the same proportion as their ownership provided in Section 3.2 the
dollar amount necessary to fund the Capital Repair and Replacement Fund of the McCoy
Center for the Arts; and

WHEREAS, Section 8.3 of the Operating Agreement provides that the Capital Repairs and
Replacements funding from each owner will be depesited into a separate Capital Repair
and Replacement Account maintained and managed by the New Albany Community
Foundation; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 6.6 of the Operating Agreement, the Board of
Education of the New Albany - Plain Local School District has, in cooperation and
consultation with the City, the Township, the community Foundation and the Board of
Directors, prepared a Five-Year Capital Repairs, Replacements, and Improvement Plan,
which includes, by category, budgeting for Capital Repairs/Replacements and for Capital
Additions or fimprovements; and

WHEREAS, the Owners have reviewed and approved the Five-Year Capital Repairs,
Replacements, und Improvement Plan as presented..

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I"i‘ VRESOLVED‘ BY THE PLAIN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF
TRUSTEES, FRANKLIN COUNTY, OHIO:

Section 1. That the New Albany Community Foundation is determined to be an
organization that serves a community purpose and is exempt from federal taxation under
subsection 501(a) and described in subsection 301(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, as amended; and - : . )

Section 2. That the funds contributed to the New Albany Community Foundation for
the Capital Repairs/Replacements of the McCoy Center for the Arts will serve a
community purpose; and

Section 3. That the amount of $29,495 be set aside and paid to the New Albany
Community Foundation from fund 1000-610-58003 (NA Comm Fdn-Perf.Arts-Capital
Fund Donation), for the purpase of funding Plain Township’s proportionate share of the
McCoy Center for the Arts Capital Repairs and Replacerments according to Section 8.3 of
the Second Amended and Restated Joint Operating Agreement for the New Albany
Community Arts Center.

Section 4. That this Board of Trustees finds and determines that all formal actions of
this Board concerning this legislation were taken in an open meeting of this Board, all in
compliance with Ohio law including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

Section 5. - 'That this Resolution is declared to-be in full force and effect from and after
the earliest period allowed by law.

Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.
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Mr. Ferguson made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250108A2. Be it resolved, that the

- Plain Township Board of Trustees hereby designates the township administrator as the
board’s designee for public records and open meetings training in compliance with Ohio
Revised Code § 169.43. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

ZONING

Mr. Collins explained that a small subdivision was developed in the township this year and it
created some questions as to how the township should approach these developments. Under the
curtent zoning, the township has little oversight and cannot make specific requirements. When
asked why Mr. Collins wants to change planning firms, Mr. Collins explained that Crossroads
Cemmunity Planning has worked with Jersev Township in Licking County and Harlem
Township in Delaware County and understands the “New Albany” effect and the interest in
development in this corridor.

Ms. Becketi-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250108Z1. Be it resolved, that the
Plain Township Board of Trustees hereby re-appoints Richard Martin, a resident of the
vnincorporated territory ef Plain Township, to serve as an alternate on the Board of
Zoning Appeals for a term ending on December 31, 2025. Ms. Mollard seconded the
Motion. Vote: All Aye.

Mr. Ferguson made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250108Z2. Be it Resolved to authorlze
the township administrator to enter into an agreement with Crossroads Community
Plauning for professional planning services to assess the existing Plan Township Land Use .
Plan, Zoning Map, and Zoning Resolution and to make recommendations for the benefit of
Plain Township, in an amount not to exceed $7,500 out of fund 1000-130-53060 (General-
Zoning-Contracts), proposal attached. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the Motion. Vote: All
Aye,. :

ROAD/MAINTENANCE.

A Roads/Maintenace vehicle schedule was provided. Mr. Collins reported that one of our dump
trucks just had a manifold repair and an exhaust leak. One of the pickup trucks is having issues
as well. The new dump truck is still being built. Mr. Pharris recommends replacing one of the
pickup trucks this year based -on the age of the current vehicles. He received two quotes for
approxunately $J0 000 each.

The prices st the cemetery were also dnscussed Mr Collins xeported that sales of lots have been
steady. with an approximate 50/50 split between resident and. non-resident. There seemed to be a
consensus amongst the trustees to go with Option B with the lot prices and keep the opening and
closing unaffected by resident status. Ms. Fee requested that the township give a six month
notice of the prlce increases. The trustees felt that a 60 day notice was sufficient.
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Ms. Beckett-Hill inade a Motion to pass Resclution No. 250108M1. Be it resolved, to pay
TruGreen Commeicial Services of 461 Enterprise Drive, Lewis Center, Ohio 43035 up to
$9,157.17 for lawn treatment and fertilization for 2025 to include services for the following
facilities:

Maplewood Cemetery: $6,433.76 (2041-410-58999) Cemetery-Other Expenses
Fire Station: $1,712.45 (2111-220-58099) Fire District-Other Expenses-Misc
Aquatic Center: $1,011.02 (2171-610-58099 Pool-Other Expenses

TiruGreen Commercial Services
461 Enterprise Drive
Lewis Center, Ohio 43035

Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

Mr. Ferguson made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250108M2. Be it Resolved, to set aside
and authorize payment to the City of New Albany up to $12,000 for 2025 Road Salt
purchases out of fund 2141-330-§4090 (Road Districi - Material). Ms. Mollard seconded
the Motion. Vote: All Aye. . paae

FIRE DEYARTMIENT

Assistant Chief !;clebetry gave a quick review of all that the fire department accomplished in
2024 with the Strategic Plan, Budget meetings, successful passage of the fire levy, hiring a new
Fire Marshall, and other promotions. The fire department had a record high 3,118 run and 7 out
of 1Z record months. The fire chiefs continue to mest with the New Albany Development
department. The department is renewing certifications with Pediatric Advanced Life Support
and Advanced Cardiac, Life Support classes and will be holding a training with the New Albany
Police Departmeni and the New Albary Plain Local Schools administration.

Ms. Mollard made a Motion to pass Resolutionr No. 250108F1. Be it resolved to approve
tuition reimbursement for Joe Herren of up to $5,250 for courses to be completed at
Erankiin University in 2025. Captain Herren is completing an Associate of Applied Science
degree in Public Safety. To be paid out of fund 2111-220-58018 (Fire -- Other Expenses -
Training). Mr. Ferguson seconded the Motion.. Vote: All Aye.

FISCAL OFFICE

Deceraber 2024 Bank Reconciliation and Month End reports were presented.
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NEW BUSINESS

Ms. Beckett-Hill reported that our new school board liaison will be Paul Naumoff.

Ms. Mollard reported that she received an email from the Ohio University Voinovich School
sharing that they offer a local government education program that she is interested in taking.

Ms. Beckett-Hill was invited to speak at the Realtors Leadership Day for government.

CITIZENS COMMENTS

Mr. Jeremy Cram was in attendance. He congratulated the Fire department on passing their levy
but voiced his displeasure in having his picture and name used in.a Facebook post by the
Professional Firefighters Association.

ADJOURNMENT

Ms. Mollard made.a metion to adjourn the meeting at 7:53 p.m. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded
the motiou. Vote: All Aye

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:
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