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The Plain Township Board of Trustees· met in regular session at 6:30p.m. atthe Fire Station, 9500 
Johnstown Road, New Albany, OH 430'54. 

Ms. Mallard called the me~ting to order. Ms. Mallard led the Trustee.s in the Pledge of Allegiance 
.to the flag. 

Roll Call: Members Present: Dave F~rguson, Kerri Mallard, and Jill Beckett-Hill. Other.s present: 
Fiscal Officer Bud Zappitelli, Township Administrator Ben Collins, Assistant Chief Ecl~berry, 

Battalion Chief Pabst, and Finance Officer ·courtney Rogers. Visitors· present: Christopher 
Franzmann, Heather Vlasuk; Jeremy Cram and .Peputy Upton. · · 

ELECTION OF 2024 OFFICERS 

Ms. MoHard made a motion 'to appoint .Kerrf Mollard as c 'hair and Jill Ueckett-Hill as Vice 
Chair. Ms; Beckett-Hill seconded the ·motion. Vote.: Ms. Mollard an~ Ms: Beckett-Hill ~ 
Aye, Mr. Ferguson -No. (Resolution 25010801) 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

None. 

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS 

Ms. Mollard made a motion to pay the pending ~arrantsin the amount of$137,201.03. 
Ms. Becl,<.ett-Hill se~onded the motion. Vote: All ,Aye. (Resolution 25010802) 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Ms. Mallard made ~ motion to approve.Jhe December 4, 2024 Board of Trustees Special 
Meeting minutes. Ms~ Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All· Aye. (Resolution 
25010803). 

' 
Ms. Molhird made .. a motion to approve the December 17, 2024 :Soard of Trustees Special 
Meeting minutes. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 
250'10804) 

+Vfs. ·Mallard made a motion to approve the December 30; 2024 Board of Trustees Meeting. 
minutes .. Ms. Beckett-Hilf ·seconded the motic;m. Vote: All Aye. Mr. Ferguson abstained. 
(Resolution 2501'0805) 

I ' 
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Christopher Franzmantl and Heather Vlasuk attended the meeting to explain the diff~rent 
financing options available to the Township. One option would be to sell obligations to. the 
capital market. With this option; there is more work expected from township emp1oyees and. 
there is a higher initial cost in partner'ing with an underwriter and municipal advisor. The 
township will need to obtain a rating, similar to a FICO score. Annual. filings are .also required 
with a capital market loan .. This process is more time consuming but will likely result in .. a lower 
interest-rate than. going with a private placement loan. The second option is going with a private 
placement. The. township still needs to work with Bonq Council to draft the documents that are 
then sold to a bank. Under the· Ohio Revised Code,. the loan must be .at. a fixed rate and the t{!nn 
'length is determined by the asset being financed. 
The process to go to the capital market could take 3-4 months, whereas the private placement 
loan would be 6-:8 weeks. 
AU of the trustees felt that it made sense to engage a municipal advis~~ on a limited engagement 
to .compare e~pected net costs between each. financing option. 
Mr, CoUins ~;:xpectf, to hav.e ::;. project cost within 4 weeks. Mr. Fra(lzmann recommended the 
Township. approve a resoli.ttion with a maximum borrowing amount with the Fiscal Officer. 

. authori?ecl to ·set'.the .fimil amount after the construction bids come oack. 

Mr. Coll iri.s reportedtha.t the New Alb~ny ·City Coun~il met last night. The adaptive. sports· 
fieldhouse was discussed. Dr. Klin.gele made a presentation to Council asking for a 15 year lease 
to ailow them to build the fiel~house nexno the Miracle League Fields. ·. · 

Th~re was also aJirst reading, of an ordinance to approve the residential TIP portion of the 
Hamlet project at ·State Route 605 and Central College Road·., All fire levy prqceeds will come . 
back to·tl)e township. Back in November1 City Council approyed the commercia:! si~e of the 
projyct for the commercial ,TlF. Thet:e was ·also. a first reading for the Haines Creek phase one 
project on Central Coll~ge Road. There an: Towt1ship rysidents very concerned with this project. 
Mr. Collin& exp lained thatt~e . whole subdivision is being· raised 8· feet. This will create a hill 
right next to the township re.s.idents ;at1d there is major concGrn aQout stormwater qrainage. 

Ms .. Bec_kctt-Hm r~Htd.e a)Vlotion to pass Resolution No. 25010~Al. 

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised.·Code § 510;707 authorizes a · board of township trustees to 
appropriate,from the:township general i·evenue fund mo'neys not appropriated for· any 
other purpose to an organizatiol1 that the board determines serves a community purpose 
and tlHtt is exempt from federal taxation under subsection SOl( a) and ·described·· in 
subsecthm501(c)(3) of the "internal Revenue Code of1986," 100 Stat 2085, 26U.S.C.l , as 
ame-nded; ami - · · · · · · ' · · 

WHEREAS, Plain Township has· entered into the Secoud Amended and 'Restated Jqint 
Oper.ating 'Agree'men( for the New Albany Community A.rts Center (hereinafter •·eferred to 

. . . ~ 
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as the "Operating Agreement''), which provide in Section 8.3 th'at each Owner-shall 
annually deposit in the 8ame proportion as their ownership provided in Section 3.2 the 
dollar amount necessary to fund the Capital R~pa'ir and Replacement Fund of the McCoy . . 
Center for the Arts; and ,. 

WHEREAS, Section 8.3 of the Operating Agreement provides that the Capital Repairs and 
,Replacements funding. from each owner will be deposited into a separate Capital Repair 
and RepHlcement Account m~jutainc~ and managed .. by the New Alb~ny Commuqity . . 

Foundation; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 6.6 of the Operating Agreement, the Board of 
Education of the Ne~ Allrany- Plain Local School District }Jas, in cooperation and 
consultation vvith -the City, theTownship, the community Foundat~on and the Bo~rd of 
Directors, prepared a Five-Year C,~pftal ~Repairs, Replacements, and, Improvement Plan, 
";'hich includes, by category,-budgeting for Capifai·Repairs/Replacements an~ for Capital 
Additipns or ];mprovements; and· 

WHEREAS, Hn~ · Ovvners.bavt\ reviewed and approved the Five-Year Capital Repairs, 
Replacements, and. I~prov.~ment Plan ,as presented . . 

! ~· ! . . 

NOW, ~fflEREFORE, BE IT RE~OLVED BY THE PLAIN TOWNSHIP BOARD.~OF 

··TRUSTEES, FRANKLIN COUNTY,-OHIO: 

Section L That ;. tht~ .N'cw A-lbany Community Foundation is determined to b~ an 
org~nization ~hat ~erves a commun'ity purpose and is exeml?tfrom federal ta~at.~on under ' 
subsecti<_m 501{~) and described in subsection 50l(c)(3) of the Internal Revenut> Code of 
1986, as amended; and , 

Section 2. -That the fun·ds contributed to theNew Albany Community Foundation for 
the Capital Repairs/RepJac~mctHs of the McCoy Center for the Arts will serve a 
community· purpose; aQd ... 

. . 
~ection .3. ·That the amount of $29,495 be set aside and paid to the New Albany 
Commmdty F<)und.ation from fuJ~d _l000-610-58003 (NA Comm_ Fdn-Perf.Arts-Capital 
Fund Do11ation), for tlie ptl'r·pos.e of funding Plain Township's proportionate share of th.e 
McCoy Center for the Arts Capi.tal Repairs and Replacements; a~cording to Sedion 8.3 of · 
the Second Amended and I~.estated .Joint:Operating Agree~ent for the New Albany 
Community Arts Ce~tcr. _,, · · · 

Section 4. · : · That this Board of Trustees finds and determines. that all formal actions of 
this Board concerning: this legislation were taken in an open meeting -of ,this Board, ail in 
compliance with Oh,i.<) l~"' . inclu_d.ing Section 121.22 ·ofthe Ohio Revised Code. 

' ··. . . . . 

Section S. ·, Tha't this Resolution is declared to be in full force and .effect from ~nd after 
the earliest period allliwed by law. 

I ~ ' t ' ' 

.Ms .. lVIi:Jll~.rd sccorau·~dth_e Motirm. Vote: AU Aye . 

. ,_ 
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· Mr. Ferguson -made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250108A2. Be it resolved, that the 
' -

Plain Township Board of Trustees hereby designates the township administrator as the 
board's designee for: public records and open meetings training in compliance with Ohio 
Revised Code§ 109.43. Ms. Beckett"'Hill seconded the Mqtion: Vote: Ail Aye. 

ZONING 

Mr. Collins explained that a small subdivision was developed in the. township this year and it 
created some questions as to how the township should· approach ~hese developments, Under the 
cun:ent zoning, lhe-township has little oversight and cannot make specific requirements. When 
asked why Mr. Col\ins wants to change planning firms, Mr. Collins explained that Crossroads 
Community Planning has ,.vorked with Jersey Township in Licking County a,nd Harlem · · 
Township In Delaware CoUI~ty and understands the "'New Albany" effect and the interest in 
dev:elopment _in 'this corr_idor. 

Ms. DeckeH-Hill made a· Motion to pass Resolution No. 250108~1 . Be it resolved, that the 
Plain Township Board ofTrustees hereby re-appoints Richard Martin, a resident ofthe 
u·nincorporatcll territory -ef Pl~in Town&hip, to serve as an altetnate _on·the Board of· 
Zoning Appeals for a term .ending: on December 31,.2025. Ms. Mollard se~ondcd the 
Motion. Vi>te: All Aye.: 

Mr. Ferguson made a -Motion to pass Resolution. No. 250108Z2. B~ it Resolved tQ -aUthorize 
t!te to·wnship administrator to enter ilito an agreement with Crossroads Community 
Planning for professional pl;mnipg servkes to .assess the existing Plan Township Land Use . 
,Plan, Zoning Map, and Zoning Resolution and· to ma_ke recommendations for the benefit of 
Plain J_'owns~ip, .in au amountn.ot to exceed $7,500 out offund 1000-130-53060 (Ge~eraJ.,­
Zoning-Contracts), proposal attach~d. Ms. Beckett-Iiill seconded the Motion. Vote:· All 
Aye. 

ROAD!MAINTF:NANCE. 

A Roads/Maintenace vehicle schedule was provided. Mr. Collins. repotied that one of our dump' 
· trucks, just. had a manifold repair and aq exhaust leak. One of the pickup trucks is hav.ing issues 

ils-wcll. The new dump. truck is still being built. M,r. Phat:ris recommenps replaci.ng one of the 
pickup !ruck~ thi's year based otl'the ag_e of the currert vehicles. He received tw~. quotes for 
approximately $50;000 .each; . . . ' 
Tbe. price~· at the cemetery were als.o discussed .. Mr. Collins reported that sales of lots have been 
steady, with an appro;<'imate 50/~0 split betweert resident_ and non-resident.,-There seemed to be a 
wnsensus amongst the trustees to go with Option B with the lotprices and keep the opening and 
dosing unaffected by resident r,tatus. Ms: Fee requested that the.township give a six month 
notice of the pric.e_ increaS(!S. The trustees felt that a 60 day notice w~s sufficient. 

'· 
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Ms, Beck.ett-ij:ill made a. Motion to pass Resolution No. 250108Ml. Be: it resolved, to pay 
TruGrecn Commei·cial Services of 461 Enterprise Drive, Lewis Center, Qhio 43035 lip to 
$9,157.1,7· for lawn treatment and fertiliz;ation: fQr 2025 to include servkes for the following . 
facilities: 

Maplewood Cemetery: $6,433.70 (2041-410-58099) Cemetery-Othet Expenses 
Fire Station.: $1,712.45 (2111-220:..58099) Fire l)istrict-·Other Expen·ses:..Misc .. 
Aquatic Center: $1,01 L02 (2171-610-5809~)Pool-Other Expens~s 

TtuGrecn Commercial Services 
4(j1 Enterprise Drive 
Lewis Center, O~io 43035 

Ms., Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye. 
~- . 

Mr. F.e)'"guson, made a Motion .to pass Resofution No. 250108M2. Be: it Resolved, to set asid~ 
and authorize payment to the City of New Albany up to $12,000 for 2025 Ro~d Salt 
p,urchases out (,f fund 2141..-330-~409() (Road J)i8trict ·-Material). Ms .. MoHard secon.ded 

. - ' • , _ . J . ~ . . . - . . . ' . . ' ' ! - - -

the .Moh(!n. \ ote: AI,: i-\.yc. 

. : 

Assistant Chid Ecl.eberry g:we a quic.k review qf a!! that the fire department accomplished in 
2024 with th~ Strat~gj_c . Pian; J;3udget meetings, su.<;ce~sful passage of the :fire levy, hiring a new 
Fire Marshall, and other promotions. The fire department had a record: high 3,118 run and 7 out 
of 12 rec.ord months. The .fire chiefs continue to meet with the Nyw, Alhapy Devdbpment 
~i~partnJ~nt. The department i~ rei1ewin.g .c~rtifi<;ations with Pediatric Ad.vanced tife Support 
,and Aqvan~edCardiac.Li(~ Support classe.s·and will be holding atrajn.ing w'iJh the ]\)'ew Albany 
f>qlice .D~partm.ent_ aoq th~.New Albar.y Pla1n Local Schools admini,strarion. 

Ms. MQ!lar(i made a Motion to pass ResQlut.ion No. 250108Fl'. Be it resolved to approve 
htition. rci.mbursen1ent for. Joe.Her-ren (jf up. to $5,250 for courses to be completed at 
·.FntJikli'n University in 2025~ Captain Herren is c.ol'npleting an .. Associa'te o.f Applied Science 
<h~:~ree· in Pu!Jli~ S.af.e.ty .. T~ be ·paid out. offund 2111-22.0-58018 (F:ire -- Other· E~penses -
Training). Mr· . . F~rgt;r.sp,p. 8~COIJded tl!C Motio~ •. Vote·: AU Aye. . 

'. 
' ' . 

· Det:ernber202'i· Hank. R~~onciliation and·l'v{onth End ~eports we.re presented. 
' . 

' ,. 

' . 
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NEW BUSINESS . 

Ms. Beckett-Hi)l reported that our ·nevv school board liaison wlll be Paul Na~moff 

Ms. Mollard reported that she received an email frorp the Ohio University Voinovich School' 
sharing that tbey ofler a local government education program that she is intere:sted in taking. 

Ms. Beckett..:.Hill W<+s invited to speak at the Realtors Leadership Day· tor government. 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 

Mr. Jeremy .Cram :was in attendance. He (:ongratulatec;l the Fire department on p·assing their levy, 
buf voiced his displeam1re in having his picture and riame ]Jsed in ~ Fqcebook post by the 
·Professional Firdig11ters Ass<Jciation. · 

&DJOURNMENT 

Nls. MoUard n1adc a motion to_ adjourn· the meeting at 7.:53 p.m. M.s .. Beckett-Hill seconded 
H1·~ motiou. Vote: AJI Aye 

BOARD OF TRUST.KES: 
-~ .... 

' . 
" ' 

·; . ·, ·,·'4; \ : 
: ~~' ~. ' \ I ' • 

.... 
" /_~I(_ ~-~-JJJ.f!L ___ ~-· 
(._]:Ws~kett-Hill , Trustee 

- - - --..l.-- - ·-------- -·-- ------
Bud ZappiteUi, r:iscal Offict~r 
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