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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
Minutes of Meeting Plain Township Board of Trustee Meeting

The Plain Township Board of Trustees met.in regular session at 6:30 p.m. at the Fire Station, 9500
Johnstown Road, New Albany, OH 43054.

Ms. Mollard called the meeting to order. Ms. Mollard led the Trustees in the Pledge of Allegiance
to the flag.

Roll Call: Members Present: Kerri Mollard and Jill Beckett-Hill. Others present: Fiscal Officer
Bud Zappitelli, Township Administrator Ben Collins, Assistant Chief Ecleberry, and Finance
Officer Courtney Rogers. Visitors present: Brian Cooper from Baker Tilly.

Dave Ferguson was absent.

ADDITIONS OR CORREAC,TIONS TO THE AGENDA
None.

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS

Ms. Moliard made a motion to pay the pending warrants in the amount of $33-9,6‘54.28.
Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 25020501)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Mollard made a motion te approve the January 22, 2025 Board of Trustees Meeting
minutes, Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 25020502)

Ms. Mollard thanked Chief Ecleberry and 1 unit for their excellent work and professionalism in
responding to the mass shooting emergency the night before. She received a call from Bill
Ebbing expressing his appreciation for the Fire Department’s service. Ms. Beckett-Hill also
shared that Mark Wilson texted her to pass along his thanks to the responding firefighters. Ms.
Mollard then asked for a moment of silence.

BAKER TILLY PRESENTATION

Mr. Collins intreduced Brian Coeper, a municipal advisor from Baker Tilly. Mr. Collins has
shared information with Mr. Cooper, and he presented an initial analysis of the township’s
financing options for the substation. There are two main paths that the township can choose
from to finance the substation. The 1 path is a bank purchase, which is direct lending with a
commercial bank. The 2" path is through the capital markets bond issuance. They both offer
different opportunities and costs. The capital market option will require obtaining a credit rating.
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This requires more work from the township and the process takes longer. However, it will likely
result in a lower interest rate. There are four main items that the credit agencies will look at:
local economy, the township finances, township management, and township debts and liabilities.
A five-year capital forccast will be beneficial, as well as debt policies that the township follows.
This process also involves annual reporting. Ratings are based on current financial health and
methodologies and can go up or down accordingly. The timing of a capital market bond
issuance will take 90-120 days.

The bank purchase commercial loan takes roughly 30 days. The municipal advisor will prepare
an RFP and send it out to the banks. The upfront cost is lower, however, the interest rate is
higher. .

Mr. Zappitelli noted that he is a licensed financial advisor, and he believes that his broker deal
will have some restrictions on his involvement in a public offering. He is unsure that he will be
permitted to siga off on any financial documents. He will explore this further. He also had
additional questions about the total cost of both options.

The next step is for the Board to ﬁnalx/e the finance planterm and amount of the loan, as well as
type of financing.

ADMINISTRATOR -

M. Collins reported that the tenant at 45 2™ St. is going to terminate their lease. Because of the
six-month notice required, this means that the tenant will be utilizing the space through July
2025. Mr. Pharris would like to replace all the floors in the leased space once the tenant vacates.
The estimate is $10,000. Mr, Collins reported that lease rates are comparable to what they were
in 2022. Currently, the township brings in about $45,000 a year in rent for this space. Ms.
Mellard proposed keeping the space for township use, as this would free up the space at the fire
station that the township currently uses for meetings.

The Board recommended keeping the 2025 pool rates the same as 2024. Dates were discussed
for a potential staif party at the pool this summer. The demolition of the pool tower started
today. The contractor expects to work quickly.

Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250205A1. Be it resolved, that the
Board of Trustees hereby approves an intergovernmental agreement with the Franklin Soil
and Water Conservation District for the provision of technical and educational services for
the calendar year 2025 as detailed in the attached agreement, in order to comply with the.
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit then in effect, and authorizes the
tewnship administrator to execute this agreement for and on behaif of the Bpard of
Trustees of Plain Township and to authorize payment to the Franklin Soil and Water
Conservation District for the 2028 calendar year in the amount of $2,670 and up to an
additional $508 in resident incentives, to be paid out of fund 1000-110-53060 (General -
Contractual Services). Ms. Mollard secouded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

Ms. Beckett-Hili made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 256205A2. Be it resolved, to
authorwe 'md pay an ammmt up to $15,000 for dcck furmture at the Plain Township

%
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Aquatic Center 'to ET&T Distributors, Inc. of South Daytona, Florida out of fund 2171-
610-54030 (Pool - Teols & Equipment).

ET&T Distributors
947 Beville Rd., Suite 15
South Daytona, FL 32119

Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

Ms. Mollard made a4 Motion to pass Resolution No. 250205A3.
WHEREAS, Plain Township is located in Franklin County, Ghio; and

WHEREAS, Franklin County has established the Franklin County 911 Planning
Committee {the “911 Committee”) pursuant to Ghio Revised Code Section 128.06 which
provides for six voring members; and

WHEREAS, Ghic Revised Code 128.06 requires one of the voting members of the 911
Cemmittee to be a member of the board of trustees selected by the majority of the boards
of towaship trustees in Franklin County; and

WHERFEAS, the Board of Trustees of Plain Township (the “Board”) believes it is in the

best interest of the residents to formally appoint by resolution a township trustee to the
91 1Committee.

NOW THEREFORE, upon motion of Ms. Mollard, seconded hy Ms. Beckett-till, BE IT
RESCLVED b) the Boaid of Township Trustees of PLAIN Township, Franklin County,
Ohio that the fo!lowmg resolution be and it hereby is adopted:

»

Section 1. ApLomlment of At-Large Member. The Board, pUI suant to Ohio Revised
Code 128.06, hereby appomlv Jessica Jessberger, a trustee of Clinton Township, Franklin
County Ohio to serve as the Franklin County townships at-large. appomtment to the 911

Committee.

Section Z. Open M‘eetings'. The Board finds and determines that all formal actions of

" this Board concerning and relating to the passage of this Resolution were taken in an open
meeting of this Board, and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in such formal
adtion were it meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements,
including Secfion.121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

Section 3. Effective Date. T hlS Resolution shall take effect and be in force 1mmcd1ately
apon its adoption. :

Ms. Bed tt~Hlll segonded the Motlon Vote All Aye.

ZONING'

Ml Cellinis and Ms. F< & are mz*etm0 with Crossroads, Com'numty plannmg this Friday for an
mmal review.
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Mr. Collins also reported that there is a lot of discussion at the statehouse regarding township
zoning. Over 100 bills were introduced in the first month of 2025.

ROAD/MAINTENANCE

Mr. Collins reported that a portable toilet was delivered to the pool for the slide tower project.
The new dump truck was delivered today. The older dump trucks continue to have maintenance
issues. Mr. Pharris would also like to bring one of the seasonal employees back early and for the.
Board to authorize a higher amount for the position.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Assistant Chief Ecleberry stated that there was a terrible incident the night before at a facility in
New Albany. Staff reacted very professionally in a very high-stress situation.. He reported that
the partnershlp with the mutual aid departments was seamless. Staff have reached out to the unit
that was on duty to check in and offer support if needed.

Assistant Chief Ecleberry also reported that all units participated in ice rescue training. The fire
department shared ice safety on social media. :

The final phase of the generator project is set to begin tomorrow morning.

The awards dinner is scheduled for February 28, 2025.

Assistant Chief Ecleberry shared that the new fire truck is expected to be delivered in July 2025.
Resolution 250205F5 is to repair and reseal the bay floor. This is the original floor and there is
significant damage and deterioration around the drains. The vendor is going to grind down the
concrete where it is c»rumbling and fill it in. Cracks will be sealed and then epoxy will be put
down. :

Assistant C hch Ecleberry is also reviewing the prevention fee schedule. The last adjustments
were made in 2023, and he would like to align the township fees with the neighboring
departmments. Chief Ecleberry also discussed the workload for the Fire Marshall. He indicated
that Monroe Township just hired their third full-time inspector.

Ms. Beckett-Hill went over the plans for the substation. She discussed the adJustments they
made, such as insulation, temperature controls, and the corridor to the bay. Ms. Beckett-Hill
would like to discuss branding at the next meeting. Traffic patterns of the fire equipment and
buses wetre also discussed. Mr. Collins shared that the cost estimate has been slightly revised.

Ms. Beckett—Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250205F1. Be it Resolved, that the
Board of Trustees hereby authorizes to pay ImageTrend, Inc. for annual software services
for the Plain Township Fire Department to include Elite Rescue, Slate, and CAD
Distribution for the amount of $16,490.84 to be due and payable in 2025 out of fund 2111-
220-53057 (Fire - Utilities-Information Technology).

ImageTrend, Inc.

20855 Kensington Blvd

Lakeville, MN 55044 :

Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.
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Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion te pass Resolution No. 250205F2. Be it resoived to pay
Phoenix Safety Outfitters up to $50,000.00 for turnout gear purchase and rental out of fund
4910-220-55000 (Capital Equipment-Fire - Fire Equipment). Ms. Mollard seconded the
Motion. Vote: All Aye.

Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250205F3. Be it resolved to pay
Phoenix Safety Services $11,000 for inspections, cleaning and repairs of turn out gear for
calendar year 20285, to be paid out of fund 2111-220-53023 (Fire — Repair-Maintenance
Agreements). Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

Ms. Mollard made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250205F4. Be it resolved to pay Parr
Public Safety Equipment for upfitting a new Chevy Tahoe for the Battaiion Chief to
include all necessary equipment, kardware, antennae, lights, sirens, mounting, wiring, and
installation for a total of $31,169 out of fund 4910-220-55000 (Capital Equipment-Fire -
Fire Equipment).

Parr Public Safety Equipment
6106 Bausch Road
Galloway, Ohic 45119

Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the Mbotion. Vote: All Aye

Ms. Mollard made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250205F5. Be it resolved to pay
Paramount Industrial Services, LLC the:amount of $74,120 to prepare and patch the
concrete bay floor and instail an epoxy flooring system in the bay area, out of fund 2111-
220-55020 (Fire— Buxldmgs and Addltlons)

Paramount Industrial Services
4695 McPheron Rd.
Lima, Ohio 45804

Ms, Becket,t-Hi!l seconded the Motion, Vote: All Aye.

¥ ISCAL OFFICE

January 2025 Credit Card statements were presented.-

Ms. Rogers.shated that she still does not have a revised Certificate of Resources from Franklin
C ounty but 1h4t this week’s advance did go up for the Fire fund.

o
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NEW BUSINESS

Ms. Moilard reperted that the New Albany Community Foundation is continuing to work on
strategic planning. One New Albany Community Foundation trustee resigned because of a
position in the new Trump administration. Ms. Beckett-Hiil inquired as to when the Jjoint Parks
District will be starting construction on the Fieldhouse. Ms. Mollard did not know.

Ms. Beckett-Hill shared that the New Albany Plain Local Schools is continuing to go over the
campus master plan.

CITIZENS COMMENTS
None.

ADJOURNMENT

Ms. Mellard made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 p.m. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded
the motion. Vote: All Aye

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

David Ferguson ‘Trustee

Kerri Mollard, Trustee \_ :

> /T'// B’{/éz‘/#' ,/7ZZ’{/
N ._W% , w Beckett-Hill, Trustee
[.,apgfﬁl“r;a‘afﬁzer '




