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The Plain Township Board of Trustees ni.et.inregulat session at 6:30p.m. at the Fire Station, 9500 
Johnstown Road, New Albany, OH 43054. 

Ms. Mallard called the meetil)g to. order. Ms. Mallard led the Trusteesin the, Pledge of Allegiance 
to Hie flag. 

Roll Call: Members Present_: Kerri Mallard and filL Beckett-Hill. Others present: Fi'scal Officer · 
·Bud· Zappitelli~ Township Administrator Ben Collins, Assistant Chief Ecleberry, and Finance 
Officer Courtney Rogers. Visi.tors present: Brian Cooper from Baker Tilly. 
Dave Ferguson was absent. 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

None. 

PAYMENT OF THE- BILLS 

Ms. Mollard made a .motion to pay the pending warrants in the amount of $339,6,54.28 .. 
. Ms. Bec,kett-HUI seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 25020501), 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Ms. Mollard made a motion to approve the January 22, 20~5 Board of Trustees Meeting 
minutes, lYls .. Beckett-Hili se.conded the motion. Vote:· All Aye. (Re,solution 25020502) 

Ms. Mallard thanked {;hiefEC(Ieberry and 1 unit for thc.<ir excellent work and professionalism in 
re~;ponding to the mass shoor.ing emergency the night before. She received a cal,l from :fl'ill 
Ebbing expressing his appreciation for the Fire Departmer\(S service. Ms. Beckett-Hill also 
shared that Mark Wilson textc.d her to pass along his thanks to the responding firefighters .. Ms . . · 
Mol lard then as'ked for a moment of silence. .. 

BAKER TILLY PRESENTATION 

Mr. Collins introduced Brian Cooper, a municipal .advisor ft:om Baker Tilly. Mr. Collins. has 
shared information with Mr. Coop~r, and he presented an initial analysis of the township's 
fiuancing options for the substation. There are. two main paths that the township can choose 
from' to iitH'lce the su·t?stat!on. The l st path is a bank purchase, which is direct lending with a 
comrner~ial bank. The 2nd .. p·::~th,is through the capital markets bond issuance. They both offer 
different opportunities-and co:;~s. The capital market option will require obtaining a credit ratin~. 
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This requires more work from the township and the process takes longec However, it will likely · 
result in a lower interest ra:te.. Tlwre are four main items that the creditcagencies. will lpok ~t: 
local· economy, the townsh'ip finances, tpwnship management, and township debts ;:tnd liabilities. 
A 'five-year capital forecast will pe beneficial, as well as. debt policies that the township follows. 
This process also involves ·a.nnual reporting. Ratings are based on cur,rent fin~nci.al health· and 
methodologies and can go up or down accordingly. The timing of a ·capital market bond 
issuance will take 90-120 days. 
T;he bank purchase cvmmereiallqan takes roughly 30' days . The municipal adv~sor will prepare · 
an RF~ and send it out-to the banks. The upfront eost is' lower, powever, the interest rate is 
higher. 
Mr. Zappite'lli npted that 11e is a licensed financial advisor, and he believes that his broker deal · 
will havt:: some restrictions on his involvement in a public offering. He is unsure that he wi ll be 
permitted to sign off on. any financial documents·. He will explore this flnther .. He also had 

: ~dditional questions about the total cost. of both options . . 
The next s!ep. is for th.t Board to finalize the finance plan.term and amount of the loan, as well as 
type of fil).ancing. 

ADlYU:NISTRA TOR 

Mr. Coiiins reportr.;d that th~ tena~~ at 4$ 2nd St. is goi~g to terminate their td~se. Because of the 
six-month notice required, this means that the tenant will be utilizing the space through July 
2025 . . Mr; Pharris would·lik.e tp replace all the floors in the leased: .sp~c.e once the tenaiit. vacates. 
The est.iinat¥ is $t.o;ooo. Mr,. Collins reported that lease rates are comparable-to what they were_ 
in 2022 . . Currently, the t0wnship brings in about $45,000 a y~ar in rent foi' this space. Ms. , 
.r..Jollard proposed kc~p.ing the space for r<?'.Vnship use, as this would free up the space at the fire 
station that the ~ownshjp c.urrently uses. {or meetings. · · . 
Th<?. Board reconm)ended keeping the 2025 pool rates the same as 2024. Dates were discussed 
for a potential staff party at the pool this summer. The depolition of the pool tower started-
tuday. The· contractor expects to work quickly . · · 

Ms .. Betkett .. Hill!nade ·a Motiw_1 to .pass Resolution No. 250205Al. He it resolved; that the 
6oard ofTrustees .hereby ~p·proves. ~n ilitergovernmental agreemen,t with the FranldinSoil 

· and Water Con.s'-'t:ya,tion D.is,trict .for ~he provision of technic.~l an~.educational services for 
tlu: calendar year' 2025 as d.etai)ed inJhe attached agreement, in order to comply wi.th the . . 

Natioi1al .P0llutant Discl}arg,e Elimination Syste.m permit then in effect, and a:uthorizes the 
township admhih:JmtQrtO; t:xec~tt.e this .agreement for, and on behalf of the Board of ·_ 
Trustee§;Pf Plai)1 Township an~l to· aut~ori'ze: payment to the Franklin Soil and Water 
CQnservat~Qn. Distric(Jor Hw 2025 ca.lerid~r year in. the amount of $2;619 and up. to an 
additiqmd $500 i'!l· rcsiden 0!1 ccn tives, to be paj~. out: of fund 1000-11 0-53060 ( Geneml­
Ccmtractu.a( , Serv.kt:s~~ Ms .. Mollard s~c~mded the l\tlotion. Vote: ll.U A.~e. 

Ms. Beclu~tt-Hm rmHI'~~ a l\1otion to pass Resolution No. 250205~2. Be it resolved, to 
authorizf.'}md·.pay a'n an~oun't up.' to $15,000· for deck furl1iture at the Pl~in Townsh_ip 
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Aquatic Center to ET &T Distdbutors, Inc. of South Daytona, Flot:"ida out of fund 2171-
. 610-5403.0 (Pool- Tools & Equ.ipm~nt). · ' 

ET&T Distributors 
947 Beville·Rd., Suite 15 
South Daytona, FL 32119 

Ms. Mollard se~:onded the Motion. Vote: All Aye. 

Ms. lViollard made a Motion to .pass Resolution No: 250205A3. 

WHEREAS, PJa.in Township is locatt~d ip Franklin County~ Ohio; and 

\VHEREAS, Franklin County has established the Fr.anklin County 911 Planning 
Committee (t~e "911 C9mrilittee") pur·snant til Ohio Revised Code Section 128.06 w'hich . 
provides· for six voting mcm hers; and 

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code 128.06 requires one of the voting members of the 911 
co·mrnittee to be a member of the board oftrustees select~d by the majority of the boards 
. ohow m;h,ip .'trustees· in Ft:anklin County.;· and 

W· ~-lER'gAs, tb·c·.l!o.ard .ofTrustees ·ofPlai'lt Township (the "Board") believes it is in the 
b.est h.lterest of the residents to formally appoint -by re~olution a to·wnship trustee to the 
91)Com~i1ittce. 

NOW'.t;:HERE.FORE, upml .motion of.Ms. Mollard, seconded by Ms. Beckett-Hill, BE IT 
RESOLVED b); the Board ofT(n~'nsliip Trustees ofPLAlN.Township, Franldin Co~nty, 
Ohio tiuit ~h~ foJiowing .r.esolution be and it hereby is adopted: "'- · · 

Section 1. .. , }\:.nu9intment of At-La;g~ 'Member. The Board, p~~:suantto Oh.io Revisel;f 
Code 123.06, hereby appoints,.Jessica .Jess berger; a tru~tee of Clinton Township, Fr:anklin 
County Ohio to serve as the Fr~mkliu Comity townships at:-large .appoiritment to the ·9ll 
Committee. · 

Scc~i~n 2.. · Opet~ Mceti~gs'. the Board finds .and determines that all formal actions of 
. this. Boar-d cone:ernil)g aml relating to the passag~ ofthis Resoluti~n we·r~e taken i'n an .open 
ineeti~g of .this Boa1·d; and ·tltat aH dclibt.)r.ations of this· Board than·esulted ·in such formal 
.a~tion '\\·~rein me·etipgs open to th() public, in compliance with all legal requir:ements, 
including Sectio.r;t·:121,.22 o( the Qbio Revised Code~ 

' ,. 

S~ct!Y.!! 3. Effective Date. · This Resoiution sh-all take·effec11: and be in force immediately 
_upon its adoption. ' · · · ' · 

Ms. Bec.k•~tt-Hi.ll se.Qo·nded . .tbe Motion., Vote: AU Aye. 
·. ·.· .. 

' . 

ML :CoU)r)s aJ)d }.1s.' Fet~ '::i:re ' r~l!;~e~ii!g with Crossroads. Compmnity plan~li rig this .Friday for an 
initial' re,vie\Y,. . . " . . . . , . . . ·' . . 
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Mr. Coli ins also reporteq that there is a lot of discussion at tbe statehouse regardi1;1g township 
· zoning. Over 100 bills were introduced in-the· first month of 20f5 . 

~OAD/MAINTENANCE 

Mr. Collins reported that.a portable·toilet was delivered to the pool for the slide tower ptoject. 
The new dump truck was delivered today. The ·older dump tr~cks continue to have maintenance 
issues. Mt. Pharris would al~o like to bring one of the seasona) employees back early and for the . 
Board to authorize a high~r a!i'JQunt for the position. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Assistant ChiefEcleberry.:itated that ti)ere was a terrible incident: the night before at a facility in 
New Albany. Siaff reacted very professionally. in .a very high-stress: situation. He reported that 
the partnership with the mqtual aid departments was seamless. Staff have reached out to the unit 
that w<~s on duty to check in and ·offer support if needed. · 

·Assistant Chi.ef~Ec-lcbe_rry also reported that all units ·participated ·in ice t:escue training. · _The fire 
dcpartrr.ent shared ice safety on social media. 
Th~ final phase of the generator project is· set to b~gin . tQmorrow morning. 
The awards dinne~; is schcdul~d for February 28, 2025 . 
Assistant Chief Ecleberry shared that the new fire truck is expected tn be delivered in July 2025. 
Resolution 250205F5 is to repair and reseal the bay floor:. Jhis is the original. floor and there is 
significant damage and deterioration around the drains. The vendor ·i·s going to grind down the 
concrete where 1t fs crumbling and fill it in: Crack~ will be sealed and then epoxy will be put 
down. · · 

' . • ' 

Assistant.ChiefEcleberry is also reviewing the prevention fee schedule. The last adjustments 
were ma'de ·in 2023, and he wo~ld like· to align the ~ownship fees· with the neighboring 
departments. ·Chief Ecleberry also discussed·the workload for the Fire Marshall. He. indicated 
that Monroe Township just hired thei'r'third full-time inspector. . . . . 
Ms. Beckett-Hill went over the plans for the substation. She discussed the adjustments they 

· m~de, such as insulation, temperat}lre controls, and the c01;ridor to the-bay. Ms. Beckett-Hill 
would.li,ke to discuss branding at the ncxtmeeting. Traffic pattetns of the -fire equipment and 
buses were also discussed .. .Mr, Collins sharedti1at the co~t estimate has been .slightly revised. 

Ms. Beckett:-Hill made a _lyiotion to pass Resolution No. 250205F.~ . ,Be it Resolved, that the 
Board of Trustees hereby authorizes to .pay ImageTrend, Inc. for annual software services 
for the Plain Township ·Fire Department to include Elite Rescue, Slate, a~d CAD 
Distribution. for ,the amount of $16,490.8,4 t9 be ~ut; and payable in 2025 out of fun~ 2111-
220 .. 53057 (Fire- Utilities-Iilformation Technology). 

· ImageTi·end, Inc. · · 
20855 Kensington' Blvd ·. 
Lakeville, MN 55044 
Ms. lVI~llard seco~dcd the Motion·. Vo.tei All Aye: .. 
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Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250205F2. Be-it resolved to. pay 
Phoenix Safety Out{ittcrs up to,$SO,OOO.QO for turnout, gear purch~·se and rental oilt ,of fund 
4910-220-SSOOO.(Capital Equipment-Fire- Fire Equipm~nt). Ms. Mollard seconde~ the 
Motion. Vote: All Aye. 

Ms. B~ckett-Hill made a Motion to pass ·Resolution No. 250205F3. Be it resolved to pay 
Ph~enix Safety Services $11,000 for inspe·ctions~ cleaning and repairs ·ofturn out gear for 
calendar yeat· 2025, to be paid out of'fimd 21H-220-53023 (Fire- Repair-Maintenance 
Agreements). M~. Mollanl seconded the Motion, Vote: All Aye. 

,I ' r 

Ms. Molhtrd made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 250205F4. Be. it resolved to pay Parr 
:Public ~afety Equip_merlt.-f:or upfitti~1g a new Chevy Tahoe for :the BattaiiC?n Chieft,o 
incl,..~e alhlece~sat·y .e.quipme,tt, hardware; antennae. lights,-.sirens, mQuptiltg, -;viring, apd 
installation for a total of $~1,169 out of fund 4910-220 .. 55000 (Capital Equipment-Fire· 
Fire Eq,U~pment). · , ··- · · -

Parr Public Safety E<JLlipment 
6J06 Bausch I<oad 
Ga~ltrvy;y, Oh~-~ ~309 .' · · . .. : ... . :· 

Ms. Ht~ckett-H~ll seconded the Mm:ion. Vote: All Aye. 
·, · ' 

Ms. Mol!ard n~ade a Mo,tion to pass Resolution No. 250205F5. ~e it resolved to pay 
Pnramountlndustrial.Servic~s • .LLC the: amount of $74,120 to prepare and patch the 
conei·ete·bay floor and install ·an ~poxy :flooririg systendn the b~y area,; (n!t of fm'ld 2111-
229-5$020 (]Tire·- UuHdings and Additibns). 

Pani1nount J n~lustr.~al Se~vices 
4695 McPhen>n -Rd~ · 
Lima~ Ohiq 45804 ;_ · · 

Ms: B~ckett~J-~i!J ,seco~uied the Motion. Vote: AH Aye . 

. . ! •'.. ; •• . ' 

:FJSCA\.!...QJPI~_E• . . '·. H.;·- . . .• 

Ja.yJ~I)' 2025 Credit Cai:d Gtatements :were presented .· · 
. , • y . : ' 

•• • <. • . • \• ., 

. . 

Ms. Rogers.shat;ed ~h,m she stU! do~;:s i~pt have a revised Certificate of Resources from Franklin 
C?unt)' ·buUh<ttthiS; v;eek's advanc~. did go· ur; for the Fire fund. 
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Ms. Mollard reported .that the New Albany Community Foundation is contin\ting to work 'on 
strategic planning. One New A~bany Community F ounqation trustee -resigned ·because of a 
posiiion in the new Trump administration. Ms. Beckett-Hill inquired as to when the Joint Parks 
Pistrict. will be starting construction on the Fieldhouse. Ms. Mollard dicl.nof know. 

Ms. Beckett-I-fill shnred that the .New Albany Pfai~r Local Schools i's continuing to 'go over the 
campus master plan. · · 

' 
CIT~ENS COMMENTS 

"None. 

' ·' 
ADJOURNMENT . . 

Ms. Mollar.d made ~ ~notion to ad.io~rn the mcetiqg at 8:37 p.m. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded 
the mot ion. Vote: AI! Aye 

;J 

. ;l'~uson, · trustee 
·-- " -, - --- •· 

--------
··,,·: Kerri Mollard, Tnistee · 
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