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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
Minutes of Meeting Plain Township Board of Trustee Meeting

The Plain Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at 6:30 p.m. at the Fire Station, 9500
Johnstown Road, New Albany, OH 43054.

Ms. Mollard called the meeting to order. Ms. Mollard led the Trustees in the Pledge of Allegiance
to the flag.

Roll Call: Members Present: Dave Ferguson, Kerri Mollard and Jill Beckett-Hill. Others present:
Fiscal Officer Bud Zappitelli, Township Administrator Ben Collins, Chief Connor, Assistant Chief
Ecleberry, and Finance Officer Courtney Rogers. Visitors present: Mike Durik and Deputy Upton.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Mr. Ferguson and Ms. Mollard requested an executive session to discuss compensation.

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS

Ms. Mollard made a motion to pay the pending warrants in the amount of $384,693.97
Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Résolution 24120401)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Mollard made a motion to approve the November 20, 2024 Board of Trustees Meeting
minutes as submitted. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. Mr. Ferguson
abstained. (Resolution 24120402)

MIKE DURIK - CITY COUNCIL LIAISON

Mr. Durik stated Council met last night wherein 2025 appropriations were finalized. A resolution
for the town center was approved which will create a new road structure behind Eagles Pizza and
24 Main restaurants. It will run west to east and connect to 2™ and 3™ Avenue roads.

Mr. Durik talked about the inter-government agreement for the fieldhouse infrastructure. The
city of New Albany committed the land for the fieldhouse and made an agreement with the city
of Columbus for the delivery of sewer and water once the land is annexed by New Albany.

Mr. Durik advised Mr. Stefanov will retire at the end of the year and will be rehired in January
for a two-year contract while they search for his replacement. The tree lighting ceremony was

weli attended and highly successful. The Turkey Trot race on Thanksgiving morning was also

well attended. 3500 people registered and 2500 of them showed.
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FRANKLIN COUNTY SHERIFF - DEPUTY UPTON

Deputy Upton had nothing to share. Ms. Mollard thanked the Sheriff’s office for attending the
Fire Station open house. ;

ADMINISTRATOR

Mr. Collins advised he and Mr. Pharris attended the Franklin County Engineer’s Office meeting
last week. A meeting regarding heaith benefits and enrollment for Plain Township employees is
scheduled for Monday. The HRA program continues to perform well this year with expenses
below 2023. The slide tower project is progressing slowly. We are waiting for the plan review
approval from the Department of Health. Everything is in place and ready to go once the plans
review is completed.

Discussion ensued about the inter-governmental agreement resolution. Mr. Collins and the New
Albany city manager discussed how the existing annexation agreement with Columbus could be
modified to reflect the change in the New Albany boundary. One possibility is to modify the
exhibit, and not the text. Mr. Collins explained the fieldhouse project can progress more easily if
New Albany annexes the land. Otherwise, the project would be subject to Plain Township’s
zoning regulations and the State of Ohio’s building permlttmg

Mz. Ferguson and Mr. Zappitelli expressed concerns about the m‘ter-mvernmcntal agreement.
They don’t want tc impede the progress of the fieldhouse project and are pleased it will have
sewer and water, but they want to be certain there is no risk to Plain Township. Specifically, they
don’t want to give up any rights in the existing annexation agreement or for the inter-
governmental agreement to imply any obligations. Mr. Collins said that Attorney Pete Griggs
reviewed the agreement and saw no issues at this time. Ms. Mollard and Ms. Beckett-Hill voiced
they are comfortable with the inter-government agreement, noting the city of New Albany
already agreed to it as well as the Joint Parks District.

Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 241204A1.
' RECITALS

WHEREAS, the New Albany Plain Local Joint Parks District (the “District”) desires to
construct a multi-purpose fieldhouse and community center (“Facility”) to expand and
enhance access, programming, and the level of service provided to the community; and

WHEREAS, the Facility will be located on a tract of land owned by the City of New Albany
(“City”) and currently located in unincorporated Plain Township, north of Walnut Street
and west of Bevelhymer Road as generally shown on Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the City is actively collaborating with the City of Columbus, Ohio
("Columbus”) to amend the water and sanitary sewer service area boundary to include
unannexed land area adjacent to the City’s corporate boundary as shown on Exhibit B;
and
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WHEREAS, at such time as the collective legislative processes have been completed and the
subject boundary adjustment by Columbus becomes effective, the City shall begin the
process of annexing the land area upon which the Facility will be located from Plain
Township to the City; and

WHEREAS, This Agreement memorializes the commitments of the Parties to expeditiously
advance the final design, permitting, and construction of the Facility.

RESOLUTION

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of Trustees of Plain Township, Franklin
County Ohio (the “Board”), that the following Resolution be, and hereby is, adopted:

RESOLVED, that the Plain Township Board of Trustees hereby approves an
intergovernmental agreement with the City of New Albany and the New Albany Plain
Local Joint Parks District to allow for the annexation of certain proper ty for the
construction of the Facility.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Plain Township Administrator Ben Collins is
authorized to enter into an agreement in substantially the same form as the atfached as
may be necessary and appropriate for the completion of the Facilify.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Plain Township shali not be responsible for the cost
of any improvements or expenses referenced in the Agreement.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Board finds and determines that all formal
actions of this Board concerning and relating to the passage of this Resolution were taken,
in an open meeting of this Board, and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in
such formal action were in meetmgs open to the public, in Lompllance with all legal
requlrements

BEITF URTHLR RESGCLVED, that this Resolutlon shall be in full force and effect
immediately upon its adoption.

Ms. Molard second_ed the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

ZONING

Mr. Collins reportcd ‘that we have taken several applications for variances regarding pools and
there has been a lot of interest in groynd mounted solar recently. Mr. Collins learned that a
developer is looking to acquire property in the township for a multi-unit housing project. The
developer is in contract with several parcels totaling approximately 15-acres with a contingency
for the developer to obtain the necessary zoning.

MAINTENANCE

Mr; Pharris reported thicre have been 3 funerals since the las tmeeting, and the crew has been
bus) with leaf removal and fixing doors at the fire station. Mr. Pharris recommended an increase
in cemetery pricing, noting that Genoa and Jefferson townships are out of lots. He suggested
increases for nonresident lots, openmg and closing fees, disinterment fees, and foundation.
pricing since the cost of conerete has gone up. Ms. Mollard likes the idea of having five different
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price points for columbaria internments. She stated the trustees will review the
recommendations.

Mr. Pharris advised the truck is in line to be put together. Mr. Collins reported the City of New
Albany distributed a nice announcement about the Wreaths Across America ceremony and Ms.
Mollard thanked the city for its partnership.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Chief Connor reported the new fire station project is continuing and there have been several
meetings. There is no construction date at this time. An architect will visit the current fire house
on Friday and complete a 3D virtual imaging to understand what some things might look like.

The CAD integration to Licl{ing County is moving forward. All iPads have been installed and a
smooth transition is expected.

Chief Connor has been working on the SAFER grant with the grant writer. He wants to have
everything submitted by January 1, 2025.

Chief Connor advised all the generator parts are on site and work began today. Chlef Dudley is
managing the long and dctailed process of the project.

Chief Connor met with Jennifer Chrysler to discuss the Google project and the plans review
process. Google was concerned the fire marshal was slowing things down, but Chief explained it
was life safety issues and Google was skipping some steps. Chief Connor and Ms. Chrysler
agreed to get their teams together regularly to help the process go smoothly.

Mr. Ferguson inquired about the new fire station meetings and asked who is representing the
Township’s interests. Ms. Beckett-Hill advised she has been attending the meetings with the
architects and only the site and design development has been discussed to date. Ms. Mollard
advised that Ruscilli was hired by the schools for construction pricing analysis. The schools are
holding all contracts because the land was gifted to them by NACO. Mr. Collins advised there
will be a cost sharing agreement at some point. Mr. Fergson said contractual agreements and
commitments we are making could be discussed in executive session.

Mr. Ferguson made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 241204F1.

RECITALS

WHEREAS, the Plain Township Fire Department is in need of a new fire-fighting
apparatus; and

WHEREAS; the Board of Trustees (the “Board”) of Plain T ownshlp, Franklin County,
Ohio, (the “Township”) may, pursuant to the provisions of Ohie Revised Code 505.37,
purchase any fire apparatus that seems advisable to the Board; and :

WHEREAS, the Board desires to enter into a “Purchase Agreement for Sutphen Fire
Apparatus” (the “Purchase Agreement”) with Sutphen Corporation for the purchase of a
fire apparatus; and ' :
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WHEREFEAS, Ohio Revised Code 9.48 allows a political subdivision under certain
circumstances to acquire equipment, through participation in a national or state
association of political subdivisions in which the purchasing political subdivision is eligible
for membership, exempt from any competitive selection requirements otherwise required
by law; and

WHEREAS, Plain Township is a member of Sourcewell Cooperative Purchasing, a
national association of pelitical subdivisions that allows members to purchase equipment at
competitively bid prices and Plain Township received a proposal from Sutphen
Corporation for the purchase of a Sutphen Heavy Monarch Pumper under Sourceweli
Contract #113021-SUT; and

WHEREAS, the financial obligations of the Township cutlined in the Purchase Agreement
will not be due and owing this calendar year, and will not be appropriated for the purpose
of fuifiliing the Townskip’s obligations under the provisions of the Purchase Agreement
until calendar year 2027; and

WHEREAS,; it is in the best interest of the Township and its residents to enter into and
purchase a fire apparatus pursuant to the provisions of the attached Purchase Agreement,
and the purchase of the desired apparatus is advisable to the Board.

RESOLUTION

NOW TBEREFORE, be if resolved by the Board of Trustees of Plain Towuship, Franklin
County Ohio, that the following Resolution be, and hereby is, adopted:

RESOLVED, that the Board hereby adopts and approves the form of the “Purchase
Agreement for Sutphen Fire Apparatus” attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated
herein by this reference (“Purchase Agreement”).

RESOLVED, that the Board hereby authorizes, empowers and appomts Ben Collins, Plain
Township Administrator, or behalf of the Board and the Township, to execute said
Purchase Agreement and such other necessary docunients associated with the purchase of
the desired fire apparatus, and take such actions as the Township Administrator may deem
necessary or desirable in fulfilling the obligations of the Board and Township under the
terms of the Purchase Agreement.

RESOLVED, that the financial obligations of the Township under the Purchase Agresment
are expressly subject to future resolutions of the Board appropriating and authorizing the
expenditure of such funds as are necessary to meet the Township’s financiai

obligations. Those obligations are also subject to the certification of the Township Fiscal
Officer under Section 5705.41 of the Ohio Revised Code:.

RESOLVED, that the specifications of the fire apparatus are sui)ject to review by the
Franklin County Prosecntor pursuant to section 505.37 of the Ohio Revised Code.

RESOLVED, that all formai actions of the Board concerning and relating to the passage of
this Resolution were taken in open meetings of this Board, and that all deliberatioas of this
Board that resulted in formal actions were taken in meetings open to the public, in
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compliance with all legal requirements, including, but not limited to, Section 121.22 of the
Ohio Revised Code.

Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.
Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 241204F2.

RECITALS

WHEREAS, the Plain Township Fire Department is in need of a new fire apparatus,
specifically, an emergency medical transport vehicle; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees (the “Board”) of Plain Township, Franklin County,
Ohio, (the “Township”) may, pursuant to the provisions of Ohio Revised Code 505.37,
purchase any fire apparatus that seems advisable to the Board; and

WHEREAS, the Township is a member of the Ohio Department of Administrative Services
Cooperative Purchasing Program (“ODAS”); and

WHEREAS, tic Board desires to accept a proposal, dated November 15, 2024, whereby the
Township will agree to purchase a Horton Emergency Medical Traasport Vehicle from
Horton Emergency Vehicle Company, consistent with the provisions of ODAS Ohio State
Term Schedule Contract No. 800981, and attached hereto as Lxhlblt A and mcorporated
herein by this reference (the **Agreement”); and -

WHEREAS, the financial obligations of the Township outlined in the Agreement will not
be due and owing this caiendar year, and will not be appropriated for the purpose of
fulfilling the Township’s obligations under the provisions of the Agreement until next
calendar year; and

WHEREAS, the purchase of the new fire apparatus, specifically, an emergency
medical transport vehicle, is advisable to the Board; and it is in the best interest of the
Township and its residents to eater intc the Agreement and purchase an emergency
medical transport vehicle pursuant to the provisions of the Agreement.

. RESOLUTION

NOW THEREFORE; be 11 resolved by the Board of Trustees of Plain Township, Franklin
County Ohio, that the following Kesolution be, and hereby-is, adopted:

RESOLVED, ihat the Board hereby approves and accepts the proposzl to purchase a
Horton Emergency Medical Vehicle attached hereto as Exhlblt A and incorporated herein
by this reference (“Agreement”).

RESOLVED, that the Board hereby authorizes, empoewers a‘nd'appoints Ben Collins, Plain
Township Administrator, on behalf of the Board and the Township, to accept and execute
the Agreement and such other necessary documents associated with the purchase of the
desired emergency medical transport vehicle, and take such actions as the Township
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Administrator may deem necessary or desirable in fulfilling the obligations of the Board
and Township under the terms of the purchase proposal.

RESOLVED, that the financial obligations of the Township in accepting and executing the
Agreement are expressly subject to future resolutions of the Board appropriating and
authorizing the expenditure of such funds as are necessary to meet the Township’s
financial obligations. Those obligations are also subject to the certification of the Township
Fiscal Officer under Section 5705.41 of the Ohio Revised Code.

RESOLVED, that the specifications of the emergency medical transport vehicle are subject
to review by the Franklin County Prosecutor pursuant to section 505.37 of the Ohio
Revised Code.

RESOLVED, that ail formal actions of the Board concerning and relating to the passage of
this Resolution were taken in open meetings of this Board, and that all deliberations of this
Board that resulted in formal actions were taken in meetings open to the public, in
compliance with all legal requirements, including, but not limited to, Section 121.22 of the
Ohio Revised Code. :

Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

Ms. Mollard made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 241204F3. Be it resolved to authorize
Fire Chief Patrick Connor to order a new 2025 Chevy Tahoe from Byer’s Chevrolet for
$58,245 to be paid out of fund 4910-220-55000 (Capital Equipment-Fire - Fire Equipment)
in 2025. A purchase request is required in advance, however, the financial obligations of
the Township in accepting and executing a purchase agreement are expressly subject to
future resolutions of the Board appropriating and authorizing the expenditure of such
funds in 2025 as are necessary to meet the Township’s financial obligations. Those
obligations are also subject to the certification of the Township Fiscal Officer under Section
5705.41 of the Ohio Revised Code.

Byers Chevrolet
PO Box 16513
Columbus, Ohio 43216-6513

Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

FISCAL OFFICKE

The November Bank Recongiliation and Month-end reports were presented.

Mr. Férguson made a motion to pass Resolution No. 241204B1.
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Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

Mr. Ferguson made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 241204B2.

TO: Michael Stinziano, Auditor of Franklin County, Ohio
FROM: Plain Township Board of Trustees
DATE: " December 04, 2024

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of Plain Township met in a regular session on
December 04, 2024; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 321.34, the Franklin County
Auditor’s Office has made it possible for Advances on Real Estate Tax Settlements to be
distributed via electronic transfer; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED that the Plain Township Fiscal Officer is hereby directed by the Plain
Township Board of Trustees to request an advance on all funds, as they become available
during fiscal year 20285.

Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

Ms. Beckett-Hiil made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 2412041B3.

Be it Resolved, to increase appropriations in Fund 2901-220-59010 Coronavirus Local
Fiscal Recovery Fund by $202,450,81.

And

Be it Resolved, to transfer 5202,;!50.81 out of fund 2901-220-59010 Coronavirus Local
Fiscal Recovery Fund to Fund 1000-000-49031 General-Transfers-In.

And
Be it Resolved, to appropriate $202,450.81 to the General Fund as follows:

Fund
$ 80,885.91 | 1000-11C-51131 |Administrator-Salary
$ 45,109.69 | 1000-120-51190 |Twp-Salaries

$ 76.455.21 | 1000-120-51192 IFiscal Office-Salaries |
$202,450.81. ’ I 25

Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

‘Ms. Beckett-Hill rnade a Motion to pass Resolution No. 241204B4. Be i‘t'i.'eslolved to
encumber $202,450.81 in a PO to pay ADP for General Fund wages for the Administrator,
Township, and Fiscal Office as follows:
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Fund
$ 80,885.91 | 1000-110-51131 |Administrator-Salary
$ 45,109.69 | 1000-120-51190 |Twp-Salaries

$ 76,455.21 | 1000-120-51192 'Fiséal_Office-Salaries
$202,450.81 :

Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

Ms. Mollard made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 241204B5. Be it Resolved: To
authorize the Plain Township Fiscal Officer to renew an agreement with Kindred Spirits
Investment Management LLC, DBA RedTree Investment Group for investment advisor
services at the current rate of $6,000 annually (to be billed quarterly) to be paid out of
Fund 1000-110-53060 (General — Contractual Services).

Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mrs. Mollard made a motion to adjourn into executive session at 8:11 p.m. pursuant to
Ohio Revised Code 121.22 (G)(1) for compensation. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion.
Vote: All Aye ;

Mr. Zappitelli attended the executive session.

Ms. Mollard made a motion to close out of executive session 8:49 p.m. Ms. Beckett-Hill
seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye

OLD BUSINESS

Ms. Mollard reported the Plain Township Historical Society is raising meney to place a sculpture
in Veteran’s Park for a Gold Star family.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Zappitelli asked the board members about securing the necessary resolutions for the building
of the new fire station. He wants to be certain the board approves spending before any is actually
incurred. Mr. Collins advised legal counsel said all costs associated with the project can be
wrapped up in bond financing and that in 2025 we can update permanent appropriations and set
aside money for that purpose. Mr. Collins said a fee schedule from Shorr Architects needs to be
obtained. Ms. Beckett-Hill said no fees have been incurred to date. Mr. Ferguson suggested
getting a project manager for the Township’s portion of the project.
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ADJOURNMENT

Ms. Mollard made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded
the motion. Vote: All Aye

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

b |

Z& /{ 5
David Férguson, 1rlstee

Kerri Mollard, Trustee : \
o MNP g

: Jill BecKett-Hill, Trustee
] éﬁ ﬁscal Officer




