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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
Minutes of Meeting Plain Township Board of Trustee Meeting

The Plain Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at 8:00 a.m. at the Fire Station, 9500
Johnstown Road, New Albany, OH 43054.

Ms. Mollard called the meeting to order. Ms. Mollard led the Trustees in the Pledge ot Allegiance
to the flag.

Roll Call: Members Present: Dave Ferguson, Kerri Mollard and Jill Beckett-Hill. Others present:
Fiscal Officer Bud Zappitelli, Township Administrator Ben Collins, Chief Connor, Assistant Chief
Ecleberry, Maintenance Supervisor Bob Pharris, and Admin/Zoning Coordinator Mary Fee in for
Finance Officer Courtney Rogers who was absent. No visitors were present.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Ms. Mollard requested an executive session to discuss compensation.

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS

Ms. Beckett-Hill inquired about the radio bills from the City of Columbus. Chief Connor
explained Columbus was behind in billing because a position had been vacated. Chief Connor
advised there will be one inore payiment next year.

Ms. Mollard made a motion to pay the pendihg warrants in the amount of $705,312.04
Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 24121701)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Mollard has two corrections for the December 4. 2024 meeting minutes. First, the five price
points with regards to cemetery pricing was for the interment of ashes, not for burial lots. Secondly,
it is the Plain Township Historical Society that is raising money for‘a sculpture in Veteran s Park,
not the Gold Star family. This item should have been under Old Business.

Ms. Mollard made a motion to approve the December 4, 2024 Board of Trustees Meeting
minutes. with changes as noted. Mr. Ferguson seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye.
(Resolution 24121702) :

MIKE DURIK - CITY COUNCIL LIAISON

Me. Durik was not present at the resting.
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FRANKLIN COUNTY SHERIFF — DEPUTY UPTON

Deputy Upton was not present at the meeting.

ADMINISTRATOR

Mr. Collins advised that all employees completed the wellness program so all are fully funded
for next year’s HRA. Everything is in place to roll over for 2025’s kealth insurance. Open
enrollment is wrapping up this week with only minor changes. There have been a few questions
regarding life insurance. Mr. Collins also reported that we are still waiting for the plan review
from the State of Ohio on the slide tower project.

Ms. Mollard made a Motion to pass the Resolutions under the consent agenda. Resolutions
241217A1, 241217A2, 241217A3,241217A4, 24121771, 241217Z2. Ms. Beckett-Hill
seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye.

Resolution No. 241217A1.

WHEREAS, the Plain Township Board of Township Trustees ("Board") is authorized by
Section 309.09(B) of the Revised Code to employ attorneys on an annual basis other than
the prosecuting attorney to represent the Township and its officers, boards and
commissions in their official capacities 2nd to advise them on legal matters; and

WHEREAS, Section 309.09(B) of the Revised Code provides that no such attorney may be
employed except on the order of the Board, duly entered upon its Journal, in which the
compensation to be paid for the attorney's legal services shall be fixed; and

WHEREAS, the Board finds it necessary to appoint attorneys to counsel and represent the
Township on an annual basis for calendar year 2025 in such matters as the Board or its
designee may refer to them; and

WHEREAS, the Board has appropriated $32,500 for legal services tor 2025.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Township Trustees of Plain
Township, Franklin County, Ohio, that:

SECTION 1. Peter N. Griggs of Brosius, Johnson & Griggs, LLC and the law firm of
Brosius, Johnson & Griggs, LLC, are hereby employed on an annual basis for calendar
year 2025 as the Township's legal counsel to represent the Township and its officers,
boards and commissions in their official capacities and to advise them in connection with
such matters as may be referred to said Counsel by or on behalf of the Board or its
designee.

SECTION 2. The compensation for such counsel during 2025 shall be paid as follows:
$225.00 per hour partner attorney time; $205.00 per hour senior associate time; $180.00
per hour associate time; $120.00 per hour law clerk time; and $105.00 per hour legal
assistant time; plus out-of-pocket-expense reimbursements; provided that the total
compensation shall not exceed $15,000 without further action by this Board.

SECTION 3. The attorneys may be discharged at any time by majority vote of the Board,
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SECTION 4. The Township Fiscal Officer is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to
the law firm.

SECTION 5. Itis found and determined that all formal actions of this Board concerning
and relating to the passage of this Resolution were taken in an open meeting of this Board,
and that all deliberations of this Board and of any of its committees that resulted in such
formal actions were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal
requirements including, without limitation, Section 121.22 of the Revised Code.

Resolution No. 241217A2.

WHEREAS, the Plain Township Board of Township Trustees (""Board") is authorized by
Section 309.09(B) of the Revised Code to employ attorneys on an annual basis other than
the prosecuting attorney to represent the Township and its officers, boards and ‘
commissions in their official capacities and to advise them on legal matters; and

WHEREAS, Section 309.09(B) of the Revised Code provides that no such attorney may be
employed except on the order of the Board, duly entered upon its Journal, in which the
compensation to be paid for the attorney's legal services shall be fixed; and'

WHEREAS, the Board finds it necessary to appoint attorneys to counsel and represent the
Township on an annual basis for calendar year 2025 in such matters as the Board or its
designee may vefer to them; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE 1T RESOLVED by the Board of Township Trustees of Plain
Towaship, Franklin County, Ohio, that:

SECTION L. The Plain Township Fiscal Officer or its d,esignee is hereby authorized to
engage Peter N. Griggs of Brosius, Johnson & Griggs, LLC and the law firin of Brosius,
Johnson & Griggs, LL.C, in calendar year 2625 to represent the Fiscai Officer in his official
capacity and to advise the Fiscal Officer in connection with such matters as may be
referred to said Counsel by or on behalf of the Fiscal Officer or its designee.

SECTION 2. The compensation for such counsel during 2025 shali be paid as follows:
$225.00 per hour-partner attorney time; $205.00 per hour senior associate time; $180.00
per hour associate time; $120.00 per hour law clerk-time; and $105.00 per hour legal
assistant time; plus out-of-pocket expense reimnbursements; provided that the total legal
expenses incurred by the Fiscal Officer shall not exceed 52,500 without further action by

this Board.

SECTION 3. The Board of Trustees retains authority over employment of the township’s
attorneys and may amend or rescind this resolutien atany time.

SECTION 4. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this BOdl‘d concerning,
and relating to the passage of this Resolution were taken in an open meeting of this Board,
ana that all deliberations of this Board and of any of its committees that resulted in such
formal actions were in meetings open to the public in compliance with 21l legal .
vequirements including, without limitation, Section 121.22 of the Revisaed Code.
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Resolution No. 241217A3. Be it resclved, that expenses inicurred for 2025 by the trustees,
fiscal officer, and administrator when attending state conferences and inembership dues of
state associations will be paid from the General Fund.

Resolution No. 241217A4. Be it resolved: Regular Board of Trustees meetings for 2025 will
be held the first Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. and the third Wednesday of each
month at 8:00 a.m. Meetings will be held at the Plain Township fire station located at 9500
Johnstown Road, New Albany, Ohio 43054 unless otherwise noted.

The organizational meeting of the Plain Township Board of Trustees will be held on
January 8, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. The second regular meeting of January will be held on
January 22, 2025 at 8:00 am.

Notice of special meetings will be posted at least 24 hours in advance on the township’s
website at www.plaintownship.org and at the township office at 45 Second Street, notifying
the public of the time, place, and purpose of the special meeting. The media will be notified
of special meetings via email, telephone, or fax — as requested. Notice of emergency
meetings will be posted on the township website as soon as possible and notice will be sent
via email to iocal media and any persons who have requested notice.

Resolution No. 24121771 Be it resolved, that the Plain Townslnp Board of Trustees hereby
re-appoints Brad Martin, a resident of the unincorporated territory of Plain Township, to:

serve as a regular member of the Board of Zoning Appeals for a term ending on December
31, 2029.

Resolution No. 24121772 Be it resoived, that the Plain Township Board of Trustees hereby

re-appoints Amanda Martin, a resident of the unincorporated territory of Plain Township,
to serve as a member of the Zoning Commission for a term ending on December 31, 2029.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mrs. Mollard made a motion tc adjourn into executive session at 8:10 a.m. pursuant to
Ohio Revised Code 121 22 (G)(l) for compensation. Ms. Beckett-Hil) seconded the motion.
Vote: All Aye

Mr. Zappitelli, Chief Connor and Mr. Collins attended the executive session.

Ms. Mollard made a monon to close out of executlve session at §: 36 a.m. Ms. Beckett Hill

seconded the motion. Vote: Ail Aye

Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 241217AS5. Be it Resolved to
approve a 3.5 % wage increase as a cost-of-living allowance for all full-time township
employees beginning with the pay period that ends on January 3, 2025.

Ms. Mollard seconded the Motlun Vote: All Aye.



A —

December 17, 2024
Page 50f 7

ZONING
Mr. Collins reported we continue to receive variance requests that Ms. Fee is handling. He

relayed that there is a vacancy on our Zoning Commission as Ms. Kallner has stepped down due
to a new job that requires a lot of traveling.

MAINTENANCE

Mr. Pharris reported that Wreathis Across America was very successful, and a large crowd was
present. The Trustees agreed it was a big success and commended Mr. Pharris for his
organizational skills which helped it run so smoothly. Ms. Mollard requested a thank-you be sent
to the corporate sponsors.

Mr. Pharris also reported they are painting the interactive pool and noted a few tipping buckets
may need to be replaced. Mr. Collins said they run $2,000 each.

Mr. Collins advised that Ms. Fee updated the cemetery fee schedule with the recommended
pricing. Mr. Collins noted the increases were modest and that it has been S years since the last
price increase. Mr. Collins noted that the current non-resident prices are double the resident rate.
Mr. Ferguson suggested doubling the non-residents, noting private cemeteries are still much
more expensive. Ms. Mollard and Ms. Beckett-Hill want some time to consider this option. Ms.
Fee said customers tell her that we have the best prices in town, and that funeral homes
recommend our cemetery to their clients. Mr. Collins suggested presenting new numbers to the:
Trustees at the next board meeting. .

Ms. Mollard inquired aboutthe truck. Mr. Pharris advised they changed the control box last
spring and it is currently being calibrated to ensure that the proper salt levels are dispersed.

Ms. Mollard made a motion to table Resolution No. 241217M1 until the December 30, 2024
meeting. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Chief Connor reporied we transitioned to the Licking County dispatch system yesterday which
went smocthly everall. There were a few issues with data being transported to the tablets, but it
is good now. There were 15-16 runs yesterday and the department hit 3000 runs year-to-date,
which is a record. :

Ms. Becketi-Hill inquired about the generator project. Chief Connor said a lot of preliminary
work has been completed even though the weather has not been cooperative.

Ms. Mollard asked about the plan review consultant option. Chief Connor said he met with
Jennifer Chrysler and requested to be included in conversations when major things are
happening, noting the fire department has to cover fire, EMS, plan reviews and inspections.
Chief Ecleberry said Monroe Fire Department hired a third party, but it did not go well. Chief
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Ecleberry is discussing options with 2-3 fire departments to hire a joint third party and will report
back any findings. He said the goal is to cover the cost of third-party charges without having to
add to the fire budget,

Mr. Ferguson made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 241217F1. Be it resolved to elect
Trustee Dave Ferguson ard Trustee Kerri Mollard to serve one year on the Volunteer
Firefighters’ Dependents Fund as board members. Trustee Kerri Mollard to serve as
chairperson. Also to elect Charles Stenger to serve as a citizen’s representative. Chief
Patrick Connor znd Assistant Chief Ecleberry to serve as board members from the fire
department. Patrick Connor to serve as secretary. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the Motlon
Vote: All Aye.

Mr. Ferguson made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 241217F2. Be it resolved to approve
tuition reimbursement for Joe Herren of up to $1,300 for courses to be completed at
Franklin University in 2024. Captain Herren is completing an Associate of Applied Science
degree. To be paid out of fund 2111-220-58018 (Fire — Other Expenses Training). Ms.
Mollaid seconded the Motion Vote: All Aye.

Ms. Beckett: Hill made a Motion to pass Resolutlon No. 241217F3. Be it Rcsolved that the
following township personai property is declared unneeded, obsolete or unfit for township
use and 1s t6 be disposed of by internet auction:

Jtem
Description ' Listing |
Lot 1 PA(,A Body Armor, explrcd (6) to be listed 1nd1v1dually $10.00
Lot2 Pomt Blank Body Armor, expired, (3) to be listed mdwndually $10.00
[Jot3 Pacific Body Armor, expired, (6) to be listed individually. 1$10.00
Lot4 Relisting (24041 7F 1) at a lower listing price: Motorola radio '
supplies:
| 3 Motorola batteries for XTS 5000 walkie .
| 2Motorola Impres adaptive chargers
2 Motorola remote speaker miics for XTS 5000 walkie 1$10.00
Lot 5 Industrial Scientific Gas Momtormg System MGl40 (2) to be S
listed individually. $10.00
Tot6 | Life Pack 15 mounting bracket. : ' - $10.00
Lot 7 Kohler [5CKW Diesel Generator attached fuel tank and :
automgtio transfer switch. Lot of 2 items. $100.00
Lot 8 500-gallon dicsel fuel oil tank. 20.00

Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye,
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Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 241217F4. Be it resolved, to
increase purchase order 24-0000117 for Phoenix Safety Outfitters by $481.00 for the
purchase of turnout gear out of fund 4910-220-55000 (Capital- Fire Equipment). Mr.
Ferguson seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

FISCAL OFFICE

The Nevember credit card statements were presented. Ms. Mollard asked if we have received
any numbers from the county regarding the levy. Mr. Zappitelli advised we should hear
something at the end of January.

NEW BUSINESS

None

O1.D BUSINESS
None

ADJOURNMENT

Ms. Mollard made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:01 a.m. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded
the motion. Vote: All Aye
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