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Minutes of /lfeeting Pl"in Town~hip Board ofT~ustee Meeting 

The Plain T,ownship Board of Trustees met in regular session at 8:00,a.m. at the Fire Station, 9500 
Johnstown Road, New Albany, OH 43054. . · 

Ms. Mollard called the meeting to order. · Ms. Mollard led the Trustees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
to the flag. 

Roll Call: Members· Presept: 'Dav'y Ferguson, Kerri Mollftrd and Jill Beckett-Hill. · C~thers present: 
Fiscal Officer Bud Zappitelli, Township Administrator Ben Collins, Chief Connor, Assistant Chief 
Ecleberry, Maintynance Supervisor Bob Pharris, andAdmin/Zoning Coordinator Mary Fee in for 
Finance Officer Courtney Rogers who was apsent. No visitors were present.. 

ADDITIONS. OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

Ms. Ml1ilard requested an executive session to discuss· compensation. 

·PAYMENT OF THE BILLS 

Ms. Beckett-Hifl inquired about the radio bills froi,!l the City of Columbus. Chief C~.:mno·r 
explaii1cd Columbus. was··b~hind in billing because a position had been vacated:. Chief Comior 

, . advised there will be one u~ore payment next year. 

Ms.l\1o!lard made a, motion to pay the pending warrants. in the amou1,1t of $705,312.04 

Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Res9lution 24121701) 

APPROVAL OF MINTJT]:S 

Ms. Mollard has tw~· corrections for the December 4, 2024 meeting minutes. First, the. (ivc. price 
points with regards to cemetery pricil1g was for the interment of ashes, not for bu.riallots. Secondly, 
it is thG Plain Township Historical Society that israising mqney for·a sculpture in Veteran's Park, 
notthe Gold Star family. This item should have been under Old"Business. . · 

Ms. Moll.ard rnade a motion to approve tl,e December 4, 2024 Hoard of Trustees Meeting 
minutes. with chang.es as noted. M:r. Ferguson ·seconded· the motion. Vote: All' Aye. 
(Resolution 24121702) . 

MIKE DURIK --CITY COUNCIL LIAISON 

Mr. Durik was not present 'dt the meeting. 

.,, .. 
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FRANKLIN COUNTY SHERIFF- DEPUTY UPTON 

Deputy Upton was not pr.esent at the me'eti11g. 

ADMINiSTRATOR 
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Mr. Collins advise<) that all employees completed the wellness program so all are fully funded 
for next year's HRA. Everything is in place to roll ovyr for 2025's health insurance. Open 
enrollment is wrapping up this weekwith only minor changes. There have been a few _questi'ons 
regarding life insurance. Mr. Collins also reported .thatwe are still waitiqg for the plan rev,iew 
from the State of-Ohio on_ the slide' tower project. 

Ms. Mollar.d made a Motion to pass the Res.olutions under the consent agenda. Resolutions 
241217Al, 241217A2, 241217AJ, 241217A4, 24l217Z1, l41217Z2. Ms. Bec~ett-Hill 
seconded the motion. Vote: All A~e. 

Re.solu,tion No. 241217Al. 

WHEREAS, the Plain Township Board of'Township Trustees ("Board") is authorized by , 
Section 309.09(B) of the Revised Code to employ attorneys on.an annual basis other than 
the prosecuting ~ttorney to represent the township and its officers, boards and 
c(nnmlssions in their official capacities and to advise tbem on legal matters; al,ld 

WHEREAS, Section 309.Q9(U) .of th~ Revised Code provi(les that no such attorney may be 
employed except on the order of the Board, duly entered upon its Journal, hi which the 
compen,sation to be paid for the attorney's legalservices si,Iall be fixed; and. 

WHEREAS, the Board finds it necessary· to appoint attorneys to counsel and. represent the 
Township on an an~tual· basis fo~ calendar year 2025 in such m·atters as the· Board or its 
designee may refer to them; and 

WHEREA:S, the Board has ·appropriated $32,500 for,legal•servictrs for2025. 

NOW THERE~ORE, .QE IT I~~OLYED by the Board.,of Township l_'rustees of Plain 
Township, Franklin County, Ohio, that: · 

SECTION 1. ,Peter_N; Griggs ofBrosi .. s, Johnson & Griggs;LLC and the law firm of 
Brosiu~, Johnson & Griggs, LLC, a:re hereby empiQyed on ~n annual basis for calendar 
year 2025 as tlu.~ T9wnship's .legal couns~l to represent the Township ~n<(its offic~rs; 
boards.and commissions in their official.capacities a_nd to advise them in ~onnection with 
such matters as may· be referred to said Counsel by or on behalf of (he Board or its 
designee. · -

SECTION 2. The compeus·ationJor such counseJ during 2025 shall be paid as follows: 
· $225.00 ,per hour l?artner attorney time; $205~00 .per hour senior associate time; $18.0.00 
·per hour asso~iate time~ $l20.00 per hour ·law clerk time; and $105.00 per hour legal 
assistant time; plus·out-of-pockef.expense reimbursements; provided that the total. 
compensation shall not exceed $15,000 without fqrther action: by th's Board. 

SECTION 3. The attorneys may be discharged at any_ time by majoi-ity .vote of the Hoard, 

: ' 
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SECTION 4. The Township Fiscal: Officer is directed to send a copy of this Re&olution to 
the law firm'. 

SECTION 5. It is, f~und and .determined that all formal actions of thjs Board concerning 
and relating to tbe p~ssage ofthis E.esolution were taken in an open meeting of this .Soard, 
and that 'all deliberations of this. Board and of any of its committees that resulted in such 
formal actions were in meetings ope~ to the public in compliance with all legal 
rcqttirements inCluding, without limitation, Section 121.22 of the Revised Code. 

Resol,ution No. 241217A2. 

WHEREAS, the Plain Township Boaa·d of'Township Tr1,1stees ("Boan;l") is auth,)rized' by 
Section .309.09(B). of the Revised Code.to employ attorneys on an annual basis other than 
the prosecuting attorney to represent the Township and its officers, boards and · .' . · 
commissions in their official capacities and to advise them on legal matters; and 

WHERI):AS, Section 309.Q9(B) of the Revised' Code provides tJtat .ito such attorn.ey may be 
employed except on the order of the Board, duly entered upon its Jou_rna!, in which th.e 
compensation to be paid for the attorney's legal .services shall be fixed; ,and' ' 

WHEREAS, tJte Board find~ it necess,aryto appoint attorney~ to coun~el and represtnt the 
Township·on an annual basis for: calendar year 2025 in sue~ ··matters as the Board or its 
designee may refer to them; apd 

NO\\' 1'HEREF'ORE, HE lT RESOLVED l?;Y the Board of Township Trustees of .Plain 
Tiwvaship, Fra.nklin County, Ohio; that: · 

SECTION 1., The PJain Township Fiscal· Offic~r or its de~ignce is· hereby .authorized to 
engage Peter N . . Grigg~ of Bros~us, .• Tohnson & Griggs, l.LC and ·the law fihn of Brosius, 
Johnson & Griggs, LL~~ in calendar year 2025 to represent 'tlu~ ~Fiscal Officer in )lis official 
c~pacity and to advi-se the' Fiscal Officer in connection with such matters as inay be · 
referred to said Couns·elby or on behalf of'thc Fiscal Officer pr its·design:ee;· · 

SECtiON 2·: The COill}lensation ·for such counsel 'duf'il;g 2025 sh~ii be paid as foJiows: 
$225<00 per hout··partner att01:·ney time; $205.00 per hour sen).or assticiate timE!; $iso·.oo 
per hour assoCiate time; $120.00 .per hou1' law ·clerk-time;'and $105.00 per' hour h!gal 
assistant tinfe;· piu·s outlof-pockct expense reimbursements; llrf)Vided that the total legal 
e;xpeuses inc~rred ;.I.JY th~ Fiscal· Offi~er shall not ex~eed $~,500 with.;>tJt furt,her action. by 
.this Board. · · 

SECTION 3. 'l;'he Bo.ard pf T rufitees· retains authority over em ploy men t of the township's 
attorneys and may. amend or rescind this resolution at au'y tirric. . · 

' . . . . . ' , '. . 

SECTION (It is, found and·determincd that all formal actions. of this Board .co,ncerning, 
and relating to the passagc 'of this Resolution were taken in an open meeting of this ~oard, 
and that all dcliberations·o.f this Board an(l of any of its commitfecs fhat·r~sulted ip such 
formal actions were in ~H.eetings optm to the publidn compHance JV:it)l ,alllega.l . 
rcquire;ments including, witlw.ut limitation,.Section 12L22 of.the Revised Code .. 

~ ~ ..... ' . 

. ' ...... 
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Resolution No. 241217 AJ. Be it resolved; that expenses incurred for 2025 by the trustees, 
fiscal officer, and administra'tor when attending st~te c.onfer~nces and membership· dues of 
state associations will be paid from the -General Fund. 

Resolution No. 241217 A4. Be it resolved: Regular Board of Trustees meetings for 2025 will ' 
be held the firstWe£lnesday of each month at 6:30p.m. and. the third W~dnesday of each 
month at 8:00a.m. Meetings-wHI be held. at the Plain Township fin~ station located ·at 9500 
Johnstown Road, New AJ~any, Ohio 43,054 unless ot.berwjse n.oted. 

The organi:z.ational meeting, of the Plain T<hy. nsh-ip Board of' Trustees 'Yill be. held .on 
January 8, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. The second regular meeting of January will be heid on 
January 22, 2025 at 8:00 am. 

Notice of speci:d meetings will be posted at least 24 hour~ in advance on' the township's 
website at www.plaintownship.org and. at the townsh-ip offic~ at 45 'SecO'nd Street, notifying ' 
the public of the time, place, and purpose o'f'the special meeting. The media will be n~tified 
of sp~ciat meetings via email, tel~phone, or: fax - as requested. Notice· of emergency 
meetings will be posted on _the township website ~s soon as possible,antl .noti~e will 'be sent 
via email' to local media and any persons wl~o have reques'ted notice. ' 

. ·, 

. Resol~tio.n No. Z41217Zf Be it resolved, that the Plain Township Board ofTrustees hereby 
re.-appoints Brad Martin, a,. resideJ~ of the u_n incorpomted ~erritory of Plain Township, to• 
serve as a regular member of the Board o( Zoning Appeals _for a term ending ou December 
31,2029. 

Resolutl·on-No.· 241217Z2: .Be it resolved, that the Pia. in Township' Hoard of Trustees h~reby 
re-appoints' Amanda Martin·, a resident of the unincorporated te~r.itoty of Plain Towllship,. 
to serve as· a member of the Zoning Commission for a term ending on December 31, 2029 . 

. , 
EXECUTIVE SESS_IO~ 

Mrs. Mollard ma~e a mt)tip~ to adjourn into. e-xect1~iv~ session .at.S:lO a.m. pursuant to 
Oh~o Revised Code 12L22·{G)(J) fQr compeQsatlon. Ms .. Deck~tt~HilJ seconded the m.otion . .. 
Vote: All Aye ; . . . · . . 

Mr. Zar,pitelli, Chief Comror and Mr. Collins attended the execJitive.session .. 

Ms. Mol.lar.d ~ad~ a motion to dose out of exec~ti\'~ sessi-on at 8:36 -a.m. Ms. B.eckett-J;IiU 
.se~onded the mot~QJl. ·vote-~ AU Aye . ' . . · . .. . 

Ms. Beckett..:Hill rtaade ~Motion to p~ss Re~olution No~ -241217 AS. Be it Rcwlved to 
ap-prove a 3:5 % wage increast' as a cost-of-living allowance for all fuH-time township 
employees beginning with the pay period that ends QP .January 3, 2025. ,._ 

Ms., Mo~_I:u•d. second.ed the Mo.ti.ou'; Vol~;. A!l Aye_. 
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Mr. Collins reported we continue to receive variance requests that Ms. Fee is han~ling. He 
relayed that there is a vacancy on our Zoning Commission as Ms. Kallner has stepped down due 
to a new job that requires a lot of traveling. 

r ' 

MAINTENANCE 

Mr~ Pharris reported that Wrpaths Across America was. very successful, and a large crowd was 
present. The Trustees agreed it was a big success anp commended Mr. Pharris for his 
'org<\nizational skills which helped it run so -smoothly. Ms. Mollarp requested a thank-you be sent 
to the corp(jrate sponsors. 

Mr. Pharris also reported they are painting the interacti've pOol and noted a few tipping buckets 
may ,need to be replaced. Mr. Collins said they-run· $2,000 each . 

. Mr. Collins a<jvised that Ms. ·Fee updated the cemetery fee schedule with the recommende.d 
pricing. Mr. Collins noted the increases were· modest and that it ha~. been 5 years since the last 
price increase. Mr. Collins noted that the current non-resident'[irices are .~ouble the resident rate. 
Mr. Ferguson sliggested doubling the non-residents, noting private cemeteries are still much 
more expensive. Ms. 'Mbllard and Ms. Beckett-Hill vjanLsome time ·to consider this option. Ms. 
·Fee said. customers telther ·t:hat we have the best prices i·n town, and that funera! .lwmes 
recom,m.enp oor ccnwtery to-Jheir clients. Mr. Collins sugge~ted presenting newmimbei·s to the · 
Trustees at the next board meeting. ' 

Ms. Mollard ihquired abouuhe truck. Mr. Phards advised they cha.nged·the control b<:>x_last 
: spring. and it is currently being calibrated to ensl!re that the proper salt levels are dispersed. 

Ms. Mollard made a motion.to 'table Resolution -No. 241217Ml until the December 30,2024 ' 
meeting. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the Motion·. Vote: All Aye 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Chief Connor rt:(ported we transitioi1ed to the Licki'ng Coun~y dispatch system yesterday which 
went smoothly .overall. There wer.e a few i~sues with data being transported to the tablets·, but it 
is good now. There were 15-16 runs yesterday a·nd the depattmenthit:3000 runs year-to-date, 
which is a record. 

Ms. Beckett-Hill inqull·ed about the generator .proj~ct. Chief Connor said a lot ofpreliminary 
work has been completed .evei1 though the weather has not been .cooperative. 

Ms. Mollard ask~d about the plan r;view consultant option. ChiefC·o~nor ~aid he met with 
Jennifer Chrysierand requested to be included in conversations when major things are 
happening, noting-the fire department has to cover fire, . EMS, plan· revi~ws and inspections. 
ChiefEcleberry said Monroe Fire Depattinent hired a third party, -but it.did not go well. Chief 
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Ecleberry is discussing options with 2-3 fire departments to hire a joint tHird party and will report 
b~ck any findings. He said ,the goai is to. covet the cost ofthird-parto/ charges without having to 
add to the fi.re budget, 

. . 

Mr. Ferguson m.a~e a Motion to. pass Resolution No . . 241217F1 . Be it r~solved to elect 
Trustee Dave ·Ferguson and Trustee Kerri MoHard to serve one year on the Volunteer 
Firefightet·s' Dependents Flmd .as board members. Trustee Kel·ri Mollard to serve as 
chairperson. Also to elect Charles Stenger to ~erve as a citizen's rcpr,esentative. Chief 

·Patrick Connor and A~sistant.<;hief Ecleberry to ser-ve as board members from the fire 
departm~nt. P.atricl' Connor to serve as .secretary. Ms. Beckett:.Hill seconded the Motion. 
Vote; All Aye. 

. . . 
Mr. Ferguson m.ade a Motion to pass Resolution No, 241217F2. _Be it resoJved to approve 
tuition reimbursement for Joe Herren ,of up to $1,300 for courses to be completed at 
Franklin University h1 2024. Captain Herren is completing an Associate of Applied Science 
degree. To be paid ~mt of fund 2111-220-58018 (Fire- Other Expenses- Training). Ms. 
Mollaht- seconded the MotiQn. Vote: All Aye. 

Ms. Beckett:·Hill ma~e a MqJion to pass Reso!~·tion N~. 2412l7F3. B.e.itRcsolv·~~' that the 
following township p¢.rsonai proper~ty is. declared umieeded, obsolete or unfit fQr township 

. use· and is to be disposed of by internr-t . ~uction: . · 

~ ~::rip:i~n ~---- . . . . . . ~---· ---· - .- .. -. -·----~--, Lis::gl 
fiot'l-:- . ' P ~c~, Bbci_J'_Armoi, Cxpired, ( 6) to ~elislcd iOdividually. . __ -~ 10.00 · 
fLot 2 ,Point .B.lank Body Armor, expired, (3) to be liste,d indiyidually. 

· !Lot 3 - Pacific Bod; Arm~r~ e~P,ire~, (6}to be 'listed indivi'du~lly. . 

lio~ 4"-;---- .Reli~ting (2404t7F1) a~ a lower listing,price: Motorola radio ----~-r· ---
1. supplies: -

J. < 13 M~torola batteries.Jor XTS 5000 walkie .· . ,· . 1 ' 

i_ . . · ,j iMo~oroia: Imprc~ ada.ptivc ch~rgcrs . ·.. I . 
I',' _j_2 Motorola remote speaker mics for xrs 5000 walkie . . J $10.00' 

I LotS~- · ~ . ~ndustrial Sci;ntific-Gas Monitoring~Sy;tem MG.140 (2) to b;:--1~ 
L __ ~_lis~e~ ~ndividual_lr,. · . · ·. _ ___ l$10.00 I 
I Lot 6 1 Life Pack 1'5 mo'unting bracket. · $10.00 

t Lot 7 . Kohler 150K\\; Diesel Generator ~ttat.hed fuel tank and 
I J.J\Il l ·· automati~ trausfeJ· switch. Lot of 2 ·items. . . I $100;00 

~--- 500-gallon diesel fuel oil tank. ------·-------r-- - J!o.oo 
,-----~-- . ··---

:Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion .. Vote: All Aye. 

· .. ,. 
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Ms .. Be~kett-Hill made a Motion to pa~s Resolution N.o. 241217F4. Be it resolved, t9 
increase purchase order 24-0000117 for Phoenix S~fety Outfitters by $481.00 forthe 
purchase of turnout gear out of'fund 4910-_220-·55000 (Capital.,-. Fire Equipment). Mr; 
Ferguson seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye. 

FISCAL OFFICE 

The November credit card statements were presented. Ms. Molla:rd asked if we have received . 
any numbers from the county regarding the levy. Mr. Zappitelli advised we shoul-d hear 
something at the end of J~nuciry . . · 

NEW BUSINESS 

None 

!_¥-D BUSINESS 

None 

ADJOURNMF.Nl' 

Ms. Mollard made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:0lJ~.m. Ms. Beckett-Hill secm~ded 
the motion. Vote: All Aye 

BOARD OF·TRUSTEES: 


