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Minutes of Mee,ting Plain 1ownship Board of Trustee Meeting 

The Plain Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at 5:00p.m. at the Fire Station, 9500 
Johnstown Road; New Albany, OH 43054;. 

Ms. Mollard called the meeting to order. Ms. Mollard led the Trustee$ in the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the flag. 

Roll Call: Members Present: Kerri· Mollar.d and Jill Beckett-Hill. Others present: Fiscal Officer · 
Bud Zappitelli, Township Administrator Ben Collins, Chief ·Connor, Assistant Chief Ecleben;y, 
Battalion Chief Dudley, and Finance Officer c;ourtney Rogers. VIsitors present: Mark Wilson and 
Deputy Upton. Trustee Ferguson was absent. 

ADDITIONS. OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

The Fiscal Office added resolution B2. 

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS 

Ms. Mollard made a moti01rto pay the pending warrants:in the amou.nt of$695,3~4.02. 
Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the IJIOtion. Vote: AU Aye. (Resolution 24091801) 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Ms. Mollard m.ade a motion ' to ·approve th~ September 4;. 2024 Board of Trustees Meeting 
minutes as submitted. Ms. ,Beckett-'Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 
24091802) 

NAPLS SCHOOL BOARD- MARK WILSON ' 

Mr. Wilson reported that the school district will be hosting a Veterans Recognition Night at the 
home football gam~· this Frid~y . . · 
He atso shared that the Ohio Department ofEducation reports cards were released, and the New 
Albany Plain Local Schools· district was 1 of 18 districts to receive a 5-star rating. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY SHERIF:F- DEPUTY UPTON . 

Deputy Upton received an ·o.nlirte coniplaint from a Babbitt Road resident regarding speeding and 
cars going around· school buses. He plans to patroL the area for a few days. 

r' 



PLAIN TOWNSHIP FIRE LEVY ISSUE #31 DISCUSSION 

.september 18, 2024 
Page 2 ·of 11 

Assistant ChiefEcleberry shared thaHhe town~hip continues to work on the. campaign. Mailers . 
. and yard signs are ready to· be distributed. Mr. Collins shared that the township is on track with 

the communications time.line. 

ADMINISTRATOR 

Mr. Collins reported that the staff is w~;apping up ti1e pool season. The township is still. receiving 
payments for concessions and SwimSafe has i·nvoiced the township for swim lessons. Mr. 
·Collins had a -precohsttuction meeting with Whitewater. Construction is scheduled to begin 
October 14\h, and it is expectep to take 2,weeks .. Mr. Collins asked the city mapager to make 
allowances for the times allowed for construction. He asked for the time to be extended to 9pm 
and to allow Sunday work. The slide will be tested in the Spring when we fiU the pool. 

Ms. Beckett-Hill mad·e a Motion to pass Resoluti'on N,o. 240918Al. 

WHEREAS, urban storm water runoff impacts water quality ln Plain Township; and 

WlfEREAS, population growth,, residentif!l and comq~ercial development, and the 
resulting changes to· the landscape will incre.as~ storm:water quality and quantity coqcerns 
tlu·oughout Franldin County; and ·· ' . · 

WHERI~AS, ,these impacts. cannot be entirely avoided.or eliminated, .but can be-minimized; 
and 

' ' ' ' j ' ' 
WHEREAS, it is. currently recognized that control of stormwater quantity alid qua.lity is 
most· effectively implemented when peQple and organizations understand the related causes · 
and consequences of polluted st01;mwater runoff and flooding, and the actions they can 
take to control. these; and · 

WHEREAS, the need arises not only from the regulatory requiremen,ts of.EPA General 
Constr.ucti~n and Municipal Stormwater rules, hut also ·from the recognition that ,citizens 
and locai decision-maker,s will benefit from a greater awareness of how the cumulative 
impacts of decisions at home, at work and through !ocal p'ol,icies impact our w,ater, quality, 
stream corridors,.and flooding; and · 

WHEREAS, the. development and implementation of effective, outcome-based.stormwater 
education and outreach program.s ~ill meet the related federal stormwater pollution 
conb·ol req~irements and ~hose of the .eommunities they serve so t~1·at Plain Township and 
Franklin Coun.ty co1itinue to be a ·great place .to live, work, and play. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED th~lt the Board of Truste~s of Plain Township, 
Franklin County, State of Ohio,joins the Franklin Soil & Water Conservation District and 
Communities across Ohio in proclaiming the first week of October (Octoberlst-7th) as 
Stormwate.r ,AwareJiess Week. ' 

M.s. Mollard; seconded the Motio;t. Vote: All Aye. 
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Mr. Collins noted that 4 members oflhe Zoning Commission attendeq training with the. 
towryship' s legal courtsel. The Board of Zoning Appeals training is sch~duled for n~xt month. 

There will be a hearing for a conditional use permit on the rezoning ofthe property at Johnstown:· 
Road and Walnut Street. Mr. CoiUns shared with the Boar.d that there was a m4ltiple v.ehicle 
accident near the site of the propetty. One .car ended up in the ditch at the proposed home site. 

The Tovvnship also had an inqu~ry into affordable housing within the township near the Morse 
Road corridor . . 

ROAD/MAINTENANCE . 

Mr, Collins repqrted that the m<;tintenance staffhas been making repairs to the pump_house siding. 
Staff are ~lso atten~ing , chqinsaw and chipper 'training tomorrow . 

.f-IRE UKPAR]"MENT 

. ' 
Assistant Chief Ecleberry reporteq that Fire Marsh an Sponaugle is att~nding fire investigation· 
training: Ihttali'on ChiefD.Lidley and EMS C9ordimitor Essick graduated from Leadersh~.P New 

"' Al~any FranKlin County has just been put under a burn ban; no open fires atre allowed bec<;tuse 
of the dry conditi_ons. Sp~Cial duty we>rked the New Albany Walking .Classic last. weekend; there 
\vere no emergency events. Captain ZierR has been named the Northwest Area St:rike ·Te,am 
liaison. Chief Ecleberry,' Chief Connor and .EMS Cq.qrdinator .Essick have been visiting the 55+ 
cO'lnmunities in. New Albany to perform CPR training. The. new body armor has been deliver~d 
anq some ofthe.older armor will be repurposed and.some wj!L l:?e sold on Govbeals . . 
Preparations are underway for the Fire Station Open House and ·Captain Herren .is the point 
person in charge. · 

Chief Cbm;or-shar:ed· J\.1r. Ferguson's .questions regarding the proposed transition of our: 
dispatching systen1 from MECC to the Licking County Emergency Manag~ment Agency. Chief 
Connor shared that he would like to make this switch becatise he has concerns about the · 
MECC;s stability and stistaipahility·. Licking County En~ergen.cy Manag'ernent is funded by tax 
ciollats; and it 'is, i1ot .stakeho1der funded. Chief Connor is concerned.about the sustainability of 
the MEOC bJJ.sioess model. Chief Connor shared that the dispatchers at MECC are Mifflin 
.Township employees, w!1,0 fait under their policies and procedures. Thcte is .also no defined fee 
formula fot the MEC C .partners. If~ member ·of ME~C were to ,choo!Jeto leave, it would · 
increase costs for the remaining members. 

ci1iefCo~nor reported that. the Li~kjng County Regional Communication Center has a robust 
manageme1,1t team, they utilize the currerit Tyler Technology that we want, which improves· the 
response to our community. Automatic Vehicle Lo.cator could be uti\ized and we purchased 
hardware l'ast. year tl.) use AVL with the exoectation that MECC would· upgrade to Tyler 
Technology and they ha:v·e st,illnot dotl'e .tl;atwith no date in sight. A percentage of c.alls woul(;i 
not need to be transferred,. which teduces respohse tir11es in our COtDmunity and also improves 
responses from .iiiutual aid pattt~ers who may be called to serve·our conitriun'ity. . ; '. .. . . 



, .. 

,; 

Y. ' ~ 

Septe.rnb~r 18, 2024 
. Page'4 of 11 

Chief Connor said 'that Mr. Ferguson asked what other options were investigated .. Chief Connor 
said there a:re really no .other ·viable options that would· re~uce call processing times, use st~te ... of­
the-art techno'logy,.and improve O,llf response with <;)ur mutual ~id p~rtners. Columbus Fire would 
be an option, bufthey prioritize Col unibus runs, and Columbus dispatching w.ould likely result in 
increased call times. Chief Conn'Or relayed the dispatching fees with MECC which would be 
$199;000 in 2025. By switching to Licking County, township tax payers would ·save $363,641 
over the ne~tfour years. The:·agree.ment would also cap our costs at $185;000, which is.less·than 
we are paying this ~ear. 

Chief Con.nor e~x.plained. that there is no separatio~ cost to terminat~ng the se(\;ice withMECC. 

ChiefConnor said the .Licking County Regional c 'ommunieations Center has the Jiitest ·· · 
· technology that the MJ~CC-p:mently does_not- have and are able to dispatch us seamlessly: 
Licking County would reduce some call transfe'rs and thus .redu<;:e some response times .. Chief 
Connor shared tl1at he only, pursued dispatching opti'ons thai would irpprove the emergency 
te$ppnse to t~e community. Licking County improves the response and provides a cost savings 
to the conimunity .. Lickii1g_Cou.nty is a primary PSAP and does not transfer ·911 ca.J.ls that it 
reeeives. This is different than MECC. 'Calls that originate w.ith Licking County 911 will nor be , 
transferred whi~h redt1ces our response t.ime. · ' 

.., 

Chief Connor fee'lsthat police dispatching is ,very d.ifferen(than f.ire and EMS dispatching- it's a. 
different skifl set. Li<;king County has separate Fire. qnd·EMS dispatchers. New Albany police 
would· need to buy additional equipment, hire additional 'dispatchers, anq provide additionai 
training. Chief Connor nqfed. that Licking County recent!y received ·a.rtational dispatching 
avvard. . · 

Chief Cqnoor explained as more runs are mutual aid to Monroe Township and W ~st Licking, the 
·gap iri· dispatching would b~ e1imiitated by Licking ~ounty and A VL would be available. This 
wi-ll · improve response times to the cqi~l11unity : . 

Ms. Mollard Sflid~that this transition: would ftl.rt~er the department's mission t,o save ]i\ies. 

Ms. Beckett-l::Iill said that--in .a priordis.cussion with the New A.Ibany city manage~, there w~s. a: 
challenge with· fully st'affing·the number of dispateher~ for the city. · 

I ' ' • r 

Chief Connor said that 11e· spoke to ~be 'city manager' today aud he thought it would ~e a p,t)~itive 
· change to have :an three fh·~ departments serving New Albany on the s;;tme dlspatching 'systern~ 

. . . . 

Mr:. Collins · ~oted that Mr. Ferg\JSOn asked abouLa co~t comparison. T.he City of Wonhingtori is 
.dispatched out of'the Notthwest Regional Communications Center and they pay $.1 ,OQO,OOO per . 
year. If.half 0fthat was for fire dispatc.hing, that would be $500,000. per year compared to . 
$1 00;000 a year for Licking County. · · 

Ms. Mo!'Iard .said that ·the is.sues surrounding dispatching have been discussed a aumber of times 
over the past year .and has be~n an ongoing conversation.. . . 

Ms'. Beckett ... Hill noted that the· deci_sion is tiri1e-sensitive. Chief Connor reviewed-the time . 
s-equence for ·approving this. ~greement the township's agreement with MECC requires a 90-day 
terminatkll1 r.totice, Tbis .resolution is time-sensitive t9 change over to 'Licking County a~ of 
,January J:, 2025.. · 

Ms. Moliard askedt~~- fiscal .office if they had anything to add to the convers;1tion. 

'I 

. ,, 
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Ms. Rogers asked how the transition would impact Franklin County calls. Chief Connor 
explained'·that some calls would nq longer be transferred from Licking County to MECC. Calls. 
originating in Franklin County would stiH be .transferred to Licking in~tead of'MECC. In Ohio, . 
91' 1 calls go to a primary Public Service Answering Point. The MECC is not a PSAP but Licking 
County is, so some ca:Jls wi.Jl no longer be transferred and that will reduce response tim.es, 
esp~?cially in the business· park and ar~as near the cminty line. Li~king Colmty will continue. to 
dispatch.MECC partners as needed for mutual aid. Mr. Zappitelli asked who the sheriff.uses for 
dispatching. The Franklin County Sheriff dispatches its own calls a,nd is a PSAP. Mr. Zappitelli 
said that he is very supportive of the move based on tl\e information that is avai,labk. · 

Ms. B~ckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 240918Fl .. 'He it.resoived, to 
in~re~se the purchase·ort.lcr to Phoenix Safety Outfitters from $44.1000.to $50j000 for the 
purchase ofturn~mt gear out of fund' 2lH-220.i54022 (Fire-- Supplies-Uniforms) . . Ms .. 
Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote.: All Ay.e. 

Ms. MoHard made a Motion to pass Resoh.1tion . Nq~ 2409l8E2. Be it resolv~d to approve 
paymeitt.to H~-!ritagc Fire Equipment in an amount up to $3,500 for new helmets and m~*­
bag~ out of f!Jnd 4910-220-SSOOO.(Ca,pital Equipm~nt-.Ffre· -- Fire Equip.rilent) . . ' ,. 

H~~"itage Ii'irc Equipment 
2162· Cloverleaf Street ·East 
Culumbus, OH 43232 

lVis. Hcckett-Ui!I seconded:the Mt'>tion. Vote: All Aye; · 

i • . 

Ms. Be"~kctt..,Hih made al\lotiOJ.t .to·pass Resolution No. 2:t09l8F3. · WHEREAS~ the Board 
-of Trustees of Plain Township, Franklin County, Ohio (the "Board") provides fire . 
protectio. t~ .se~vic~s t.hro.,._gh the· Plain.TQwnship Fi,re D~part,ment to the entire are~ (!f both 
inc~rpor;ated' and u,nin~orpontt~d Pl~iri Tow{~ship {the "T.ownshiJJ."); a~d . . ·. .. 

WHERE A'S, the· Ucking·County Board ofCOJnmiss·ioners, (hereiaiafter ·"Liddng .County") 
pr.ovides f~r· lhe p,rovisioJt.of radio dispatch s.ervices by the Licking County Emergency 

· Managemeit(Agen~y·; a.'nd . . . 

WHER-EAS~ R.C.·9.482(B)(1) authorizes political subdivisions to '~enter into an agreem~nt 
w.ith apothcr . p~)litical ~~~~,divisioll or a state. agency wherein' the contracting politicd 
subdivisiOii 01" state agency agrees .to exercise any p·o·wer, perfm·m any function, or rend~r 
any service for th-e contracting l'Ccipit:nt political .subdivision thatthe contracting recipient 
political ~ubd'i,v:i~i~m, is othe-rwise legally authorized to ex:erc;isc, perfprm:, or. rcQd,et:~'; and l 

WHEREAS, Licking Courity·atid.the Township are political subdivisions .as defined in R.C. 
2744.0J(F); and 

WHEREAS, Lickh&g Cu~:oty agrees to exer.cist: a power:, perform· a funct.ion, or render a 
serv.i{~C for the Township that the Townsliip is othenv.isc legally authorized to exercise, 
perform, or. rend.ci·; and·· · . 

. '· 

~. . .. . 

.. 
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WHEREAS, Licking County has the means and ability to provide radio dispatch services 
to -multiple fire departments and.einergency ni'edical service _providers;; and 

WHEREAS. the .Board de~ircs to obtai~ . and usc said radio ~ispfltch s~rviccs as provided 
~y Licking County and bel~eves it is in the best interest oftheTownshlp to enter into a 9-1-
1 emergency services agreement. ' 

RESOLUTION· 

NOW THEIU~FORE, b? i~ .resplvcd by the Board of Trustees ofl'lain Townsl;lip,.Fra'nklin 
County Ohio (the "Board"), that -the following Resolution be, and ·hereby is, adopted:· 

RESOLVED, that the Board hereby adopts and approves the 9-1-1 S~rvice Agreement (the 
"Agreement") b.etween the Township and, Licking County, attached l;lereto as Exhibit A, 
and incorporated herein, tQgether with, arty such changes therein and amendments. thereto 
not inco~sistent with· this Resolution nnd not adverse to the Township_. The Board her·eby 
authoriZes, e·mpow.ers, and appoi.nts, on behalf of the ·Board·and. the To,vnship, Township 
Admhiis'trator Ben Collins· (the "Representative") to execute the Agreem~nt in 
silb.stantia.Jiy tit at Jor,n, 1)1ong with a~y chang~s or anrendtnents thereto, p·rdvided that the · 
approval of those changes ·and amendments by the Representative and the character-or · 
tlws~~ changes and amendments are not being inconsistent with this Resolution or adverse 
.to the Town_sbip~ and ~hall be evidenced conclus'ively by the Representative's ·execution of 
th~ Contmd. · ··' ' ·· · · · · · · · · 

BE IT ruRTlH':i~ RESOLVltDl the B~ani also terminates dispatching s~rvi~~s ·~~itJI t,he 
MJ.l:CC Regional Cou:nd~ of~overntnci1ts '~ffective at 11:59:59 orl D~ceinber 31, 202::t, or 
eal'lie.r as ueedcd to 'tnu1sifion to Lickiitg County dispatching services and au.thor'izes the 
Represehtati:ve to pro";ide any rcq uired notice· to the MECC Regional Gouncil of . 
Govet:J)llients qf such tm·mination: Th.e township will COffil~ence. fi·ansitioning to Licking • 
C(mnty dispa~ching scr;viccs ben:veen December 161 2024 alui Detember ~1, 2024 with full _ 
~ervice to begin on or before Januar1y l~ 2025.. · ' · 

. - ~ . 

BE IT irURTHER RESO~-V.ED, th~t the Board finds a~td ·d.et~r~in~s .that all formal 
.aotions:ofthis Board cQnc~i·ning ·and relating to the p~ssage .. oftlt'is Res~lu :tion were (flken 
in an open meetin;g of.thJs Bo~rd and. that all. deliberations Qf this B,oard that resultcd ·in 
Such formal action were in meetings open to · the puhlic, in compliance with all legal 
requir:ements. 

. ' 
BE. IT J;'iJRTHF~R RESOLVED, tintt th:is Resolution ,sha.il be in. fnU force and effect 
irrimediatciy U[JQil .i,ts ad.optipn. . . . . . . . . , - . ' .. . ' . , . . , 

Ms. Mollard scc01rdedthe .Motio.n-. Vote: All Aye. ,. 

/• 

The Augusf2024 Bank.Reconciliation and .Morlth End reports \.v<Sre·ptesented,.as well'as the 
A.ugust 2:024· credit card staten1ents. · · 

Ms .. M?lla~d ~lad(~ a, Molion tq. pa~s - Rcs0.IutiowNo. 240918B~ ~ . B<C it resolved to-pay Squire 
Patton Boggs $10,000 for legal ~ervices including preparation of le\'y ni.aterials out of fund 
10?0-t"l0-53011. (G~nenll ·- ~egal Counsel). 

... 

'·' 

'. 
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·Squire Patton Boggs 
2000 ,Huntington Center 
4.1 South High Street 
Columbus, Oil 43215 

Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the Motjon. Vote: All Aye. 

' ' 
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RESOLUTION ACCEPTING TlfE AMOUNTS ANIJ RATES ,($ JJ£TEHMI!VED C I'. TilE 

IJUPGET COMMISSION , fNI).AUTf!ORJZING T/IE·NECESSARI' TAX LEVIJ:.'S 

AND CJ::RT/f'YfN{i ·TIIEM TO TilE COUNT!' AUI)['rOR 

,(BOARD OF TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES, 

Ofi/0 REfiJSED COD£, $£CTlONS 5705.34, 57tJJ . .IJ 

. . 
movcli tlttt mi'~piiOli vf the jol/owi11g Rt•.Miutfon: 

/1/.A/N 

t'DC,h 1 taA' JU!Ct:~sury 10 be lewe•tl by thiJ B l)(lrd, cmd v/w f, par t thcJ'eo[ is wil/ttmt; and \,rl!at 

September·18, 2024 
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.\• RESO/.-YED, Hy· the iJoan( of Tiuslcu~ <if _P_L_A,IN_~---------Tu\\,ilship, 

., 

.·. 
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SUMMAR I' OF AMOUNTS RF:QUIR£1) FROM GEN£RAL PROPERTY TAX API'HOI't.'D BY Tf/F. 

BUDG£TCOMl>liSSJON, AND COUNTY AUD/nJR'S ES11MATED TAX RATE 

FUND 

Gtme,.u/ Fund 

Rontl & Bmll{' Fun. 

Cem<(ery·Fuml 

Police Fum/ 

Fire Fum} 

Road /Jiftnr.t Fum! 

General (/'w'm~:) ·8o,1d Rctm:molf 

I01'rl1. 

and M ftjurth er 

thi.' Rqtolmum td th i Cm,nl)' A r,ditot· o.flllhi Cow tty. 

Amnunf IIJ he 

Derived from 

Lewt• OutsMe 

10 Alii/ 

L1m1tatifm 

6,873,010.-03 

$6,813,020.93, 

7r~~"LL..~~_f_l. I ) .-conded 1/w Resalutluu and the TO/I b"ll'l: 

_ _]~-< Kur-; Plo 1 (()...k~ 

Tru ~..e..- ~j; II ..]g_.e.tv±f- H-i I { 

1'/.A//V ---·-----,,..---
··' f'rankli1i Cormty. Ohio. 

AtiuHmt Approved 
' by Budget 

Commissfvn 

lnride /OMi/1 

l.imitc.;til)ll 

$1,417,6'/9. 76 

.!NI),80/48 

Cou1tlj Auditor's 
f:J'I(matc of Ful/1tl:t 

Rmc• IV Be Levied 

Inside . Outside 

/OMi/1 " IIJMill 

Limit Limi( 

1.10 

12.10 

1.95 

J./5 /l./0 

---'-----·~ 

'rown'tln/J -------.. -

! ' 
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I. £uscn~ Z:tppitelli ill , Clerk of rile 8<Jard ofTniSfeeJ of 

PM IN Tcm•tt~hi'p, itrsaid Couuty, anJ in \Vhose Ct(S,Imiy the l' .. ilt:,f ----
and f{ecortls ofsif;d /Jaanl ore reqmred by lhi! 1LoJH'5 of Swtt of Ohio to "bl! kept~ tl~ llt'rehy 

certify thfJt the ~for~gvi~rg Is cak~ll and c·opl,ed .fi·om tht! on'gimd __mj_f<\ u-'<-~ Q:(__ 

VI o..,; o :fo.J.6J..tLS h :f. fnJ•<YJ.· k f, ·n Cou n b1 
·l 

n&w on ·flh.• wil" mid Boord, that til(' flwe}Joing le ~.r been t·umptlred by me, with sa it! uriguwl 

documcut, 1.m J (J.m tbe Stlm~ ls a 1Yue. all(/ co;J'ec..t copy thereof 

·WliiVESS m;-:-sig.,alul'•. thi.r __ ! ~~ ·- d,a)''of~5.t_ ~'("' , ]ON, 

/'L j Jl/'J Township 

Franklin Count)•, Ohio. 

., . 
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Mr. Collins report¢d thaLan update·came·ou.t today from the New Albany Jpint Parks District' 
djrector regarding the fieldhouse. NAJPD is moving forward with the fieldhouse .at the proposed 
location on the northwest corner ofBevelh.xmer Road' and Walnut Street. The expectation is . that 
it will be annexed int.o the city of New Albany to ·access water and sewer. A groundbteaking is 
scheduled for ·October 28th. · 

ADJOUUNMENT 

Ms .. Mollard made a motion to adjourn· the me.~ting at ~:06 p.m. Ms. Beckett-Hill s·econded 
the motion. Vote: .' All Aye 

flOARD OF TRUSTEES: . 

iscal Officer 

' ! 

.. 


