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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
Minutes of Meeting Plain Township Board of Trustee Meeting

The Plain Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at 5:00 p.m. at the Fire Station, 9500
Johnstown Road, New Albany, OH 43054.

Ms. Mollard called the meeting to order. Ms. Mollard led the Trustees in the Pledge of Allegiance
to the flag.

Roll Call: Members Present: Kerri Mollard and Jill Beckett-Hill. Others present: Fiscal Officer
Bud Zappitelli, Township Administrator Ben Collins, Chief Connor, Assistant Chief Ecleberry,
Battalion Chief Dudley, and Finance Officer Courtney Rogers. Visitors present: Mark Wilson and
Deputy Upton. Trustee Ferguson was absent.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

The Fiscal Office added resolution B2.

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS

. Ms. Mollard made a motion to pay the pending warrants in the amount of $695,344.02.
Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 24091801)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Mollard made a motion to approve the September 4, 2024 Board of Trustees Meeting
minutes as submitted. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution
24091802)

NAPLS SCHOOL BOARD — MARK WILSON

Mr. Wilson reported that the school district will be hosting a Veterans Recognition Night at the
home football game this Friday.

He also shared that the Ohio Department of Educatxon reports cards were released, and the New
Albany Plain Local Schools district was 1 of 18 districts to receive a 5-star rating.

FRANKLIN COUN TY SHERIEF — DEPUTY UPTON

Deputy Upton received an online complaint from a Babbitt Road resident regarding speeding and
cars going around school buses. He plans to patrol the area for a few days.
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PLAIN TOWNSHIP FIRE LEVY ISSUE #31 DISCUSSION

Assistant Chief Ecleberry shared that the township continues to work on the campaign. Mailers.
and yard signs are ready to be distributed. Mr. Collins shared that the township is on track with
the communications timeline.

ADMINISTRATOR

Mr. Collins reported that the staff is wrapping up the pool season. The township is still receiving
payments for concessions and SwimSafe has invoiced the township for swim lessons. Mr.
Collins had a preconstruction meeting with Whitewater. Construction is scheduled to begin
October 14™ and it is expected to take 2 weeks. Mr. Collins asked the city manager to make
allowances for the times allowed for construction. He asked for the time to be extended to 9pm
and to allow Sunday work. The slide will be tested in the Spring when we fill the pool.

Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 240918A1.
WHEREAS, urban stormwater runoff impacts water quality in Plain Township; and

WHEREAS, population growth, residential and commercial development, and the
resulting changes to the landscape will increase stormwater quallty and quantity concerns
throughout Franklin County; and

WHEREAS, these impacts cannot be entirely avoided or eliminated, but can be minimized;
and

WHEREAS, it is currently recognized that control of stormwater quantity and quality is
most effectively implemented when people and organizations understand the related causes
and consequences of pelluted stormwater runoff and flooding, and the actions they can
take to control these; and

WHEREAS, the need arises not only from the regulatory requirements of EPA General
Construction and Municipal Stormwater rules, but also from the recognition that citizens
and local decision-makers will benefit from a greater awareness of how the cumulative
impacts of decisions at home, at work and through local policies impact our water quality,
stream corridors, and fiooding; and

WHEREAS, the development and implementation of effective, outcecme-based stormwater
education and outreach programs will meet the related federal stormwater pollution
control requirements and those of the communities they serve so that Plain Township and
Franklin County continue to be a great place to live, work, and play.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of Plain Township,
Franklin County, State of Ohio, joins the Franklin Soil & Water Conservation District and
Communities across Ohio in proclaiming the first week of October (October 1st-7th) as
Stormwater Awareness Week.

Ms. Moilard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.
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ZONING
Mr. Collins noted that 4 members of the Zoning Commission attended training with the

township’s legal counsel. The Board of Zoning Appeals training is scheduled for next month.

There will be a hearing for a conditional use permit on the rezoning of the property at Johnstown
Road and Walnut Street. Mr. Collins shared with the Board that there was a multiple vehicle
accident near the site of the property. One car ended up in the ditch at the proposed home site.

The Township also had an inquiry into affordable housing within the township near the Morse
Road corridor.

ROAD/MAINTENANCE

Mr. (‘ollms reported that the maintenance staff has been making repairs to the pumphouse siding.
Staff are also attending chainsaw and chipper training tomorrow.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Assistant Chief Ecleberry reported that Fire Marshall Sponaugle is attending fire investigation
training. Battalion Chief Dudley and EMS Coordinator Essick graduated from Leadership New
Alvany Franklin County has just been put under a burn ban; no open fires are allowed because
of the dry conditions. Special duty worked the Mew Albany Walking Classic last weekend; there
were no emergency events. Captain Zierk has been named the Northwest Area Strike Team
liaison. Chief Ecleberry, Chief Connor and EMS Coordinator Essick have been visiting the 55+
communities in New Albany to perform CPR training. The new body armor has been delivered
and some of the older armor will be repurposed and some will be sold on GovDeals.
Preparations are underway for the Fire Station Open House and Captain Herren is the point
person in charge.

Chief Connor shared Mr. Ferguson’s questions regarding the proposed transition of our
dispatching system from MECC to the Licking County Emergency Management Agency. Chief
Connor shared that he would like to make this switch because he has concerns about the
MECC’s stabllltv and sustainability. Licking County Emer gency Management is funded by tax
dollars, and it is not stakeholder funded. Chief Connor is concerned about the sustainability of
the MECC business imodel. Chief Connor shared that the dispatchers at MECC are Mifflin
Township employees, who fall under their policies and procedures. Thete is also no defined fee
tormula for the MECC partners. [f a member of MECC were to choose to leave, it would
increase costs for the remaining members.

Chief Connor reported that the Licking County Regional Communicatior Center has a robust
management team, they utilize the current Tyler Technology that we want, which improves the
response to our community. Automatic Vehicle Locator could be utilized and we purchased
hardware last year to use AVL with the expectation that MECC would upgrade to Tyler

- Techrology and they have still not done that with no date in sight. A percentage of calls would
not need to be transferred, which reduces response times in our community and also i improves
responses from mutual md partner. s who may be called to serve our community.
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Chief Connor said that Mr. Ferguson asked what other options were investigated. Chief Connor
said there are really no other viable options that would reduce call processing times, use state-of-
the-art technology, and improve our response with our mutual aid partners. Columbus Fire would
be an option, but they prioritize Columbus runs, and Columbus dispatching would likely result in
increased eall times. Chief Connor relayed the dispatching fees with MECC which would be
$199,000 in 2025. By switching to Licking County, township tax payers would save $363,641
over the next four years. The agreement would also cap our costs at $185,000, which is less than
we are paying this year.

Chief Connor explained that there is no separation cost to terminating the service with MECC.

Chiet Connor said the Licking County Regional Communications Center has the latest
technology that the MECC currently does not have and are able to dispatch us seamlessly:
Licking County would reduce some call transfers and thus reduce some response times. Chief
Connor shared that he only pursued dispatching options that would improve the emergency
response to the community. Licking County improves the response and provides a cost savings
to the community. Licking County is a primary PSAP and does not transfer 911 calls that it
receives. This is different than MECC. Calls that originate with Licking County 911 will not be
transferred which reduces our response time. :

Chief Connor feels that police dispatching is very different than fire and EMS dispatching — it’s a
different skill set. Licking County has separate Fire and EMS dispatchers. New Albany police
would need to buy additional equipment, hire additional dispatchers, aiid provide additional
training. Chief Connor noted that Licking County recently received a national dispatching
award.

Chief Connor explained as more runs are mutual aid to Monroe Township and West Licking, the
gap in dispatching would be eliminated by Licking County and AVL would be available. This
will improve response times to the community.

Ms. Mollard said that this transition would further the department’s mission to save lives.

Ms. Beckett-Hill said that in a prior discussion with the New Albany city manager, there was a
challenge with fully staffing the number of dispatchers for the city.

Chief Connor said that he spoke to the city manager today and he thought it would be a positive
change to have all three fire departments serving New Albany on the same dispatching system.

Mr. Collins noted that Mr. Ferguson asked about a cost comparison. The City of Worthington is
dispatched out of the Northwest Regional Communications Center and they pay $1,000,000 per
vear. If half of that was for fire dispatching, that would be $500,000 per year compared to
$100,000 a year for Licking County. :

Ms. Mollard said that the issues surrounding dispatching have been discussed a number of times
over the past year and has been an ongoing conversation. ,

Ms. Beckett-Hill noted that the decision is time-sensitive. Chief Connor reviewed the time
sequence for appreving this agreement. The township’s agreement with MECC requires a 90-day
termination notice, This resolution is time-sensitive to change ovet to Licking County as of
January I, 2025. : ‘

Ms. Moliard asked the fiscal office if they had anything to add to the conversation.
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Ms. Rogers asked how the transition would impact Franklin County calls. Chief Connor
explained that some calls would no longer be transferred from Licking County to MECC. Calls
originating in Franklin County would still be transferred to Licking instead of MECC. In Ohio,
911 calls go to a primary Public Service Answering Point. The MECC is not a PSAP but Licking
County is, so some calls will no longer be transferred and that will reduce response times,
especially in the business park and areas near the county line. Licking County will continue to
dispatch MECC partners as needed for mutual aid. Mr. Zappitelli asked wiio the sheriff uses for
dispatching. The Franklin County Sheriff dispatches its own calls and is a PSAP. Mr. Zappitelli
said that he is very supportive of the move based on the information that is available.

Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 240918F1. Be it resoived, to
increase the purchase order to Phoenix Safety Outfitters from $44,000 to $50,000 for the
purchase of turnout gear out of fund 2111-226-54022 (Fire - Suppllev-Umfoer) Ms.
Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

Ms. Motiard niade a Motion to pass Resolution No. 240918F2. Be it re~olved to approve
payment to Heritage Fire Equipment i in an amouni up to $3,500 for new helmets aind mask
bags out of fund 4910 2’0-‘5000 (Capital Eqmpment -Vire - Flre Equnpmem)

Her ltage Fire Equipment
2162 Cloverleaf Street East
Columbus, OH 43232

Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 240918F3. WHEREAS, the Board
of Trustees of Plain Township, Franklin County, Ohio (the “Board”) provides fire
protection services through the Plain Township Fire Department to the entire area of both
incorporated and umncorpomted Plain Township (the “Tow nshlp”) and

WHEREAS, the Licking Ceounty Board of Commissioners, (hereinafter “Licking (,ounty )
provides for the provision of radio dispatch services by the Licking County Emergency
Manaaement Agency; and

WHEREAS, R.C. 9.482(B)(1) authorizes political subdivisions to “enter into an agreement
with another political subdivision or a state agency whereby the contracting political
subdivision or state agency agrees to exercise any power, perform any function, or render
any service for the contracting vecipient political subdivision that the contracting recipient
political subdivisiou is otherwise legally authorized to exercise, perforr, or render”; and

WHEREAS, Licking County and the Townshnp are political subdivisions as defined in R.C.
2744.01(F); and -

. WHEREAS, Llckmg C uuntv agrees to exercise a power, perform a iuuctlon, or render a
service for the Township that the Township is stherwise levaily authonzed to exercise,
perfoym, or rendez and
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WHEREAS, Licking County has the means and ability to provide radio dispatch services
to multiple fire departments and emergency medical service providers; and

WHEREAS. the Board desires te obtain and use said radio dispatch services as provided
by Licking County and believes it is in the best interest of the Township to enter into a 9-1-
1 emergency services agreement.

RESOLUTION

NOW THEREFQORE, be it rescived by the Board of Trustees of Plain Township, Frankiin
County Ohio (the “Board”), that the foliowing Resolution be, and hereby is, adepted:

RESOLVED, that the Board hereby adopts and approves the 9-1-1 Service Agreement (the
“Agreement”) between the Township and Licking County, attached hereto as Exhibit A
and incorporated herein, together with any such changes therein and amendments thereto
not inconsistent with this Resolution and not adverse to the Township. The Board hereby
authorizes, empowers, and appoints, on behalf of the Board and the Township, Township
Administrator Ben Collins (the “Representative”) to execute the Agreerent in
substantially tliat form, along with any changes or amendments thereto, provided that the
approval of those changes and amerdments by the Representative and the character of
those changes and amendiments are not being inconsistent with this Resolution or adverse
to the Township, and »hull be ey ldenced conclusively by the Repr esentatlve s execution of
the Confract.

BE IT FURTHER RIL‘\OLVED the Board also terminates dlspatchmu services wnth the
MECC Regional Council of Govermments effective at 11:59:59 on Décember 31, 2024, or
earlier as needed to transition to Licking County dispatching services and authorizes the
Representative to provide any required notice to the MECC Regional Council of
Governments of such termination. The Township will commence ti-ansitioning to Licking
County dispatching services between December 16, 2024 and Deeember 31 2024 with full
service 1o begin on or before January 1, 2025.

BE IT FURTHER RE&OLVED, that the Board finds and d.etermines‘that all formal
actions of this Board concerning and relating to the passage of this Resolution were taken
in an open 'meetin(g of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in
such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal
requirements,

BEITF URTHLR RESOLVLD thdt this Resolution shali be m fizil for.e and effect
immediately upon its adontlon

Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

FISCAL OFFICE

The August: 2024 Bank Reconciliation and Month 1~nd reports wére presented as well as the
August 2024 credit card statements. :

Ms. Mollard made a Motion to pass Resolutlon No. 2409188] Be it resolved to pay Squire
Pa(ton‘Bovgs $10,000 for legal services including preparation of levy materials out of fund
1000-110-53011 (General — Legal Counse}).
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Squire Patton Boggs
2000 Huntington Center
41 South High Street
Columbus, OH 43215

Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.
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RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNTS AND RATES A4S DETERMINED BY THE
BUDGET COMMISSION AND. AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES
AND CERTIFYING THEM TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR

(BOARD OF TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES;
OHIC REVISED CODE, SECTIONS 570554, 3705.35

The Buard of Triswes of PLAIN Torvnsiip,  Frankiia Ceumiy

Oiio, gt in g 7 i RA session on the _*;'_gﬁq_/_h;lay of__gépémi b{’_/_{' :

{Regulad or Special) :
2024, @1 the office of loniiny 'T_—m.'wﬂ aha ___ with the followtng metbers

Fire Shodrohn ]
Tiostee. = Brwrl Follask
Trvstee — il Becket - Hil l

present:

BucKesT> Uit/ RS '
¥ 77—» el ___ moved the adoption of the following Resolution:

RESGLVED, By the Board of Trustees of PLAIN Townsiug,
Franklin Cownsy, Ohlo, m accosz";Qj with the provisions of law has previously s

adopted g Tax Fuslyes for !)Alklli'!aﬁ' succeeding jiscal year commencivg Janwavy 1. 2025 and
WHEREAS, The Hudger Compission of  Frankiin Cownty, Ohio, hus, certified us

action. thereon, 1o this -Board tugeihor with en estimate bythe County Auditor of the rae of

each' sax necessupy 1o be Jovied by this Board, and whai. part theréof is withont, and whas

part within, the ten mill tax lineedtion; therefore. be it

RESOLYVED, 8y the Board of Tiusices of PLAIN . Toraship,

s : .

Frankiin County, Ohio, that the amounty ond ruies, as determined by -the Budyét

Conunission in i eertification, by and the some ore hereby accepred:  amd be i further
RESOLVED, That there by and is hcreby levied ab ihe tax duplisate of said Township

the raicof eack tas-necessanto balevied within and withaut the ten il limitation for 1ax yeur’

202¢ feollection year 2003) as joilowe’
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SUMMARY OF AMOUNTS REQUIRED FROM GENERAL PROPERTY TAX APPROVED BY THE
BUDGET COMMISSION, AND COUNTY AUDITOR'S ESTIMATED TAX RATES
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County Auditor's .
Amauni 1o be Amouni Approved Estimate of Full Tux
Derived from by Budget Rare io Be Levied
Levies Outside Zommission Inside . Qutsisle
10 Mill Inside 10 Mill 10 Mill 10 Mitl
FUND Limitation Limbation Limit Limii
General Fund $/,427,699.76 1.20
Road & Bridge Fund
Cemetery Fund
Police Fund
Firve Fund 6,473,020.93 12.10
Road District Fund 380,801 48 195
General (Note) -Bond Retvement E
1074l 56,873,020.93 $1,808,501.24 Suls 12,10

and be it further
RESOUVED, That the Clerk 6f this Board be aid is hérehy directed to certify a copy of
thix Regelution (o the County Auditor of said Couitty.

ok
A&Mégé_ ____ veconded the Resolution und the roll bung r

called upon its adoption the wore resulted-as follows:

Trvslee Keeri Mollarde

Trosdee, Jill Reckett-thi]

0§ \g

A«Iapéed the | _LK?X_ __dayef _EL{AQ ., 3024

WipoF of the Bourd of Township Trustees of

PLAIN A Township

Franklin County, Ohio.
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CERTIFICATE OF COPY
ORIGINAL ON FILE
The S1ate of Ohie, Frankiin Covnty, ss.
1 Engene Zappirelli ill o . Clerk of the Board of Trustees of
PLAIN Township, in said Covnty, and in whose cusiody the ¥iles

and Recordy of suid Board are required by the:Laws of State of Ohio 10 be kept, do hereby
certify that the foregoing is tken and capied froet the original __[YY i0% U’!‘(_é 0‘(

Plain m‘._Du_mS!""g3 _F"M’kl‘n &un WL‘Z

¥

now on-file with soid Board, that. the foregoing has heen compared by me with said original
LONg a4 P - &

documeni, and fhat the same s o irue and corvect copy thereof.

s
WIYNESS my signature, this l? o dayof jgg;gg_\ b&f 2024,

2
Fi i.ﬂW@' Baard of Tawnship Trusteas of

PLAIN : Township

Franklin County, Ohio.
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NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Collins reported that an update came out today from the New Albany Joint Parks District
director regarding the fieldhouse. NAJPD is moving forward with the fieldhouse at the proposed
location on the northwest corner of Bevelhymer Road and Walnut Street. The expectation is that
it will be annexed into the city of New Albany to access water and sewer. A groundbreaking is
scheduled for October 28,

ADJOURNMENT

Ms. Mollard made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:06 p.m. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded
the motion. Vote: All Aye

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

David Ferguson, Trustee

M

“Kerri Mollald Trustee

Becketf- 117 4

Jill Beckett-Hill, Trusfee /




