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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
Minutes of Meeting Plain Township Board of Trustee Meeting

The Plain Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at 8:00 a.m. at the Fire Station, 9500
Johnstown Road, New Albany, OH 43054.

Ms. Mollard called the meeting tc order. Ms. Mollard led the Trustees in the Pledge of Allegiance
to the flag.

Roll Call: Members Present: Kerri Mollard, Jill Beckett-Hill, and Dave Ferguson. Others present:
Township Administrator Ben Collins, Chief Connor, Assistant Chief Ecleberry, Fire Marshall
Sponaugle, Firefighter Phil Reger and Finance Officer Courtney Rogers. Visitors present: Mike
Durik and Scoutmaster Potter.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

None

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS

Ms. Moliard made 2 motion to pay the pending warrants in the amount of $688,424.50.
Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 24082101)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Beckett-Hill made a motion to approve the August 8, 2024 Board of Trustees Meeting
minutes as submitted. Mr. Ferguson seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. Ms. Mollard
abstained. (Resolution 24082102) \

SWEARING -IN OF PHILIP REGER

Chief Connor introduced Firefighter Philip Reger. He was sworn in by Ms. Mollard.

CITY LIAISON - MIKE DURIK

Mr. Durik reported that the Planning Commission resolved the issue between The Links driving
range and a church. The driving range will be limited to a short game range, 150 yards or less
and they will use low compression balls. There wili be a caged area where golfers can warm up
with drivers. ‘There was a reading for a second ordinance that was postponed. The building
adjacent to the CVS was requesting a zoning change to light industrial. The city would like
future clarification on what that entails. City Council approved the acreage behind the Fire
Station for the Nationwide Children’s hospital, housing and business space. Council also
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approved for the City Administrator to seek funding to build a roundabout at Bevelhymer Road
and Walnut Street.

NORTHWEST AREA STRIKE TEAM —~ ASSISTANT CHIEF CHRIS CRAIG

Assistant Chief Ecleberry intcoduced the Northwest Area Strike Team (NAST) Liaison,
Worthing Assistant Fire Chief Chris Craig. AC Ecleberry also reported that the NAST team is
nelping Plain Township with a suspected arson fire that occurred last week.

Assistant Chief Craig explained that NAST was originally assembled back in the late 1970s as an
arson investigation task force. Around 1985, they added a HAZMA'T component. The team has
grown to 10 local departmeats, and they have invited Plain Township to join: The team is a
Type | hazardous material response team. This means that the team can respond to known and
urknown industrial chemica!l issues, as well as weapons of mass destruction and terrorism. Mr.
Ferguson inquired about the cost to join the team. It is $4000 annually. The money is used to
purchase equipment and previde training classes. AC Craig explained that the team holds
trainings every other:month. Mr.. Zappitelli inquired about the organizational structure. All
contributing fire departments will have a fire chief on the Board who has a vote. There are
oylaws and a censtitution. The Board meets quarterly. Below the Board of Chiefs, there are two
coordinators, a hazardous materiels coordinator and a fire investigation coordinator. Lastly, each
fire deparfment has a representative on each respective group, hazardous materiais or fire
mvestigation. . R S '

CITIZENS COMMENTS,

Scout Master Potter and his son were in attendance. They reported that their organization
provided over 3 miilion wreaths at over 4200 locations. Maplewood Cemetery had 563 wreaths
for veterans. The scout group has started soliciting sponsors for 2024.

ADMINISTRATOR

Mr. Collins thanked Mr. Durik and the City of New Albany for addressing the Links driving
range isstie. With New Albany schools starting back to schoo) on Monday, the pool is ciosed on
weekdays and will reopen on the weekends until Labor Day. Mr. Collins reported that the pool
had ever 36,000 visits, membership sales were up 15% and daily visit sales were up 13%. There
have been fewer complainis this vear. Mr. Collins believes that having the “members only”
hours every day nelped with entry into the pool. /

Mr. Collins also treported that the pool has been losing water over the past two weeks. The leak
was identified, and the maintenance staff is using this week to maike the necessary repairs. Staff
will also leave access to the distribution box in case of future issues. The township will request a
credit for the sewer fee from Columbus Water.
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ZONING

M. Collins noted that there will be a variance hearing next month. The Storage Facility on
Walnut Street has applied for a zoning permit. Training is scheduled for the new Board
members on the Zoning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals. Mr. Collins is also working
with the applicants of the State Route 62 property on obtaining their conditional use permit from
the Board of Zouning Appeals.

ROADB/MAINTENANCE

The Clouse Road project is moving ferward. The stormwater portion is complete. The repaving
still needs to be done and then they ‘will reseed. The County Engineer repaired the waterproofing
or the bridge deck that the contractor damaged.

Mr. Collins has a meeting with the City Manager to discuss right-of-way: acquisition for the
roundabout at Bevelhymer Road and Walnut Street. There will be two feet of pavement and a
letsure trail on the West side.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Chief Counor veported that the new medic is in service. The Fire Station Open House date had
to.be changed to September 29, 2024. There was 4 conflict with Marburn Academy on the
ongmal date, and parking would be an issue. The date was updated in tie annual report.

Chief Cennor reported that the tire department and New Albany police depariment had 2
collaborative training at the New Albany Plain Loca! Schools bus garage. A video of the
training wili be released sooi. in support of Firefighter Appreciation Month, the City of New
Albany’s media team will be putting together a video featuring a senior firefighter paramedic, a
new firelighter, and Chief Connor.

Chief Connor reported that the promotional testing is wrapping up this week. Interviews will
take place Thursday and Friday. The promotional ceremony is scheduled for September 10,
2024, at 6pm. Chief Connor shared a thank you letter from a resident.

Ms. Mollard wanted to discuss levy communications and a tentative schedule for events.: Mr.
Colling said that a private levy committee will be formed. This committee wiil be handled
separaiely from the Township. M. Collins. plans to release a community updaie this week that
can be pushked out on social media. He feels that the Trustees meetings can be used to inform the
public about the levy., Communication will be sent out inviting the public to the September 4,
2024 meeting. Mr. Collins also plans to distribute the Newsletter in September now that the
open houss date hias been moved up. He recommends starting the neigitborhood HOA levy
campaign engagements by mid-September. The open house is September 29, 2024, Ms.
Mollard wanted feedback on the Trustees comfort level of replying to residents on social media.
And she suggested using festimonials and quotes in communications. Ail were reminded that the
tirefighters cannct camipaign whiie on:duty or in uniform

The September i 8. 2024 Trustee meeting was moved to Spm.

Mr. Durik thanked the fire department for responding to a fire at the police station.
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Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 240821F1.

Whereas, the Plain Township Board of Trustees has competitively bid a capital
improvement project identified as the Plain Township Fire Station Generator Replacement
Project in accordance with the Ohio Revised Code; and

Whereas, after tabulating the bids, the apparent low bidder, and only bidder, is Capital
City Electric, Inec.; and

Whereas, there appear to be no mathematical errors and Capital City Electric, Inc is found
to be a reputable company and determined to be the lowest and best bidder; and

Now Therefore, Be it resolved, that the Plain Township Board of Trustees hereby awards
the contract for the Plain Township Fire Station Generator Replacement Project to Capital
City Flectric, Inc., the lowest and best bidder with a bid ot $96,983.

Be it Further Resclved to authorize the township administrator to execute the Notice of
Award and negotiate all necessary contract documents on behali of the Plain Township
Board of Trustees. :

Ms. Moilard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

Mr. Ferguson made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 240821F2. Be it resolved to pay the
Otio Fire Chiefs’ Association $15,000 for twelve officer candidate assessments and testing,
out of fund 2111-220-58099 (Fire Fuad — Other Expenses).

Ohio Fire Cixi_&%i':;' Association
450 W. Wilson Bridge Road, Suite 150
Worthington, OH 43085

Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye.

There was discussion on the timing of Resolution F2. Mr. Ferguson was concerned that the cost
had already been incurred. The other trustees thought that the board had already approved the
engagement with the Obhio Fire Chiefs Association. [t was determined that there had been a
discussion about the process at an April meeting, but no resolution had been formally approved.

FISCAL OFFICE

Nothning to report

NEW BUSINESS

Ms. Mollard reported that she attended the New Albany Community Foundation meeting. They
gave an update on the planning process that they are using for their new strategic plan. Ms.
Beckett-Hill attended the schoo! beard meeting. They are in back-to-school mode and kicking
off their campaign for the levy this fall.
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ADJOURNMENT

Ms. Mollard made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:23 a.m. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded
the motion. Vote: Ali Aye

BOARD OF TRUSTEKES:

Lerri Moliard, Trustee

[ Jily Becketi-Hill, Trustee
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