Dear Plain Township and New Albany Community Members:

Plain Township began updating its Fire Department Strategic Plan in 2022, including a community survey,
stakeholder meetings, and best practice research. With broad community input, Plain Township adopted a new
Fire Department Strategic Plan in December 2023 — and established goals to 1) Save Lives, 2) Protect Property,
3) Prepare for Growth, 4) Work Effectively, and 5) Engage Community. This planning process also produced
our mission statement: Together, we save lives.

One of the big takeaways from the planning process was the data on how long run times are to multiple
points of Plain Township and New Albany. The need to maintain operations, replace capital equipment, and
plan for a second fire station is also clear. Plain Township currently serves 20 square miles and 13,000 residents
out of a single fire station. EMS runs increased 50% between 2013 and 2023, while total calls for service
increased 44%. Significant new housing has been built and is planned for our community, including four new
age-based housing subdivisions and two nursing home facilities. With continued residential and business growth,
significant additional demand is projected.

After much thought and consideration, the Plain Township Board of Trustees voted unanimously to submit a
new levy to the voters. A 3.0 mill levy has been certified by the Franklin County Board of Elections for the
November ballot.

The Plain Township Board of Trustees invites residents to learn more about the levy at its Wednesday
meetings on October 2 and 16 at the Fire Station, and at the annual Open House on Sunday, September
29. A fact sheet is attached here and additional information is on our website and social media including our
2023 Annual Report and Strategic Plan Summary.

Plain Township has the lowest effective fire millage in Franklin County. The last Plain Township fire levy
was approved in 2015. Under Ohio law, our fire levy effective millage is reduced each year to match the revenue
generated from the existing property the year before. As a result, the Fire Department receives little increase in
property tax receipts each year despite increased costs to maintain operations and equipment, in addition to the
need to prepare for growth.

The requested 3.0 mill levy will generate $3.46 million per year and provide funding for:

o Current fire department operations including 39 firefighters, an EMS Coordinator, a Fire Marshal, and a Fire
Safety Inspector.

e Scheduled capital equipment replacements including replacing a 23 year old fire engine, new medic, officer
vehicles, and SCBA air packs that are replaced after 10 years.

¢ Construction of a second fire station including additional staff and another fire engine.

Residents can ask questions by email at levyinfo@plaintownship.org or by phone at 614-855-7370 in addition to
attending Board of Trustee meetings, the annual PTFD Open House, and other meetings to be scheduled.

Respectfully,

Crmez, T

Patrick T. Connor, Fire Chief Gregory T. Ecleberry, Assistant Fire Chief



