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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
Minutes of Meeting Plain Township Board of Trustee Meeting

The Plain Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at 6:30 p.m. at the Fire Station, 9500
Johnstown Road, New Albany, OH 43054.

Ms. Mollard called the meeting to order. Ms. Mollard led the Trustees in the Pledge of Allegiance
to the flag.

Roll Call: Members Present: Kerri Mollard, Jill Beckett-Hill, and Dave Ferguson. Others present:
Fiscal Officer Bud Zappitelli, Township Administrator Ben Collins, Chief Connor, Assistant Chief
Ecleberry, Maintenance Supervisor Bobby Pharris, and Finance Officer Courtney Rogers. Visitors
present: Mike Durik and Mark Wilson.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Mr. Collins would like to address the upcoming meeting schedule.

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS

Ms. Mollard made a motion to pay the pending warrants in the amount of $433,612.39.
Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 24060501)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Ms. Mollard made a motion to table the May 21, 2024 Board of Trustees Meeting minutes.
Mr. Ferguson seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye.

NEW ALBANY CITY COUNCIL-MIKE DURIK

Mr. Durik reported that there was a proclamation to make June “Pride Month™ at last night’s city
council meeting. There wiil also be a Juneteenth event on June 19, 2024, from 3-8pm. Amgen
and Meta are sponsors for the event.

Mr. Durik also reported that there were 1% readings for three ordinances. Construction has begun
on the Harlem Road improvements between State Route 62 and Morse Road. Harlem Road will
be widened, and a median will be put in. The City Council also approved the purchase of a new
leaf collection truck. )

NEW ALBANY PLAIN LOCAL SCHOOLS-MARK WILSON

Mz. Wiison shared that thé.uext regular meeting is in the Middie School Café on Monday, June
10, 2024. There will be a presentation by the Aichitectural Firm that the school district engaged
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to do the Campus Master Plan Review. There are concerns about the cost and location of a new
school building. No location has been identified for the bus garage.

ADMINISTRATOR

Mr. Collins reported that the maintenance staff has been removing the existing landscaping at the
front and side of the fire station to prepare for the workday scheduled for next Wednesday. The
New Albany Realtors Association will be donating their time to help with this project.

The pool season is off to a good start. Attendance on opening day was steady but not
overwhelming. There has been a lot of positive feedback regarding members-only hours at the
beginning of each day. Ms. Mollard asked Mr. Collins to thank Ms. Reife for all her hard work
getting the pool cpened. Mr. Collins also thanked the maintenance staff for gettmg everything
ready and working at the pool.

Mr. Collins reported that the Clouse Road stormwater project started today.. Old tile was being
removed. He reported that the Engineer’s office has been very responsive to resident requests.

Tomorrow is the Franklin County Engineer’s pre-construction meeting for the Township
resurfacing program. The fire station parking lot is part of that program. Mr. Collins expects
that to take place at the end of the summer.

The township HRA is still performing well and has been consistent since the township
transitioned to-United Healthcare. Mr. Collins reminded everyone to complete their wellness
credits.

Mr. Collins explained that there is a new Opioid Settlement from Kreger. Franklin County
Public Health has asked the local townships to consider coordinating on how to utilize those
funds.

Currently, the township uses Rumpke for recycling. Rumpke. provides the recycling carts. For a
competitor to bid on the recycling collection, they would have to supply the carts, so it puts them
in a position of not being competitive. SWACO is offering carts for all township households for
a minimal cost of $5/cart which would enable the township to request other bids for recycling
collection. :

Mr. Ferguson made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 240605A1

WHLREAS, Plain Township, Franklin County, Ohio (herein “Plain Township”) is a
township formed and organized pursuant to the Constitution and laws of the State of Ohio;
and ‘

WHEREAS, the people of the State of Ohio and its communities have been harmed by
misfeasance, nonfeasance and malfeasance committed by certain entities within the Opioid
Pharmaceutical Supply Chain; and

WHEREAS, the State of Ohio, through its Attorney General, and certain Local
Governments, through their elected representatives and counsel, are separately engaged in
litigation seeking to hold Opioid Pharmaceutical Supply Chain Participants accountable
for the damage caused by their misfeasance, nonfeasance, and malfeasance; and
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WHEREAS, the State of Ohio, through its Governor and Attorney General, and its Local
Governments share a common desire to abate and alleviate the impacts of that misfeasance,
nonfeasance, and malfeasance throughout the State of Ohio; and

WHEREAS, Kroger, an Opioid Pharmaceutical Supply Chain Participant, has agreed to a
national opioid settlement in the amount up to $1.2 billion over 11 years; and

WHEREAS, the State of Ohio has opted into these settlementé, and, in order for Plain
Township to be an eligible subdivision and obtain any funds, must also opt-in to this
settlement;

WHEREAS, the seitlement amount for each poliﬁcal subdivision will be determinative
upon the number of states and subdivisions opt-in; and

WHEREAS, Plain Township wishes to opt into the proposed settlernents.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PLAIN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF
TRUSTEES, FRANKLIN COUNTY, OHIO:

Section 1, That the Township Administrator is authorized to take any and all steps
necessary to opi-in and participate in the settlement with Kroger. The Township
Administrator is authorized to execute any and all forms or documents in the furthe: ance
ol this authorlzatlon ;

SLLth!’i 2. That it is found and determined that ali formal actions ef the Board relating

o the aduption of this reselition were adopted in an open meeting of this Board, and that
ali deliberations of this Board aud any of its committees that resulted in such {ormal action,
weie in meetings open to the public, in compliance with ail legal requirements.

Section 3. This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure, necessary
for the preservation of the publu. peace, health, welfare, and safety of Plain Township. The
reason for the emergency is to ensure prompt pursuit of funds to assist in abating the
opioid epidemic throughout Ohio. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: Alj Aye

Ms. Mollard brought up the next regularly scheduled Trustee mectihg is Tune 19, 2024, which is
a nationai holiday. It was decided to move the meeting to Monday, June 17, 2024.

The township has received one complaint about tall grass When Mr. (‘o]lms stopped by the
propetty-today, the owner had: 1al\Cn care of it.

The Board of Zoning Appealp received a variance application for an automated, locking pool
cover in lieu of a fence.

The Zoninig Lomn.wmon 1ecuved a rezoning application for the property at the northeast corner
of Johnstown Road and Walnut Street. The owner would like to rezone from rural to suburban
residential to allow a single duplex structure. :
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ROAD/MAINTENANCE

Mr. Pharris reported that the maintenance staff has been working at the fire station to prepare for
the landscaping day. Staff have also been busy mowing.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Chief Connor reported that the fire department received two applications from internal part-time
employees for the full-time opening. [saac Ackers and Philip Reger are scheduled for
interviews. Both work fuli-time 4t other departments.

Runs are up 100+ over this time last year. Runs in New Albany are up 4% and runs to Columbus
are down 4%.

All firefighters are in the process cf conducting their core EMS competencies, which were
required by the medical director to stay competent and certified to respond to emergencies. EMS
Coordinator Brad Essick is coordinating that and also managing Safety Town.

Assistant Chief Ecleberry has scheduled the final inspection on the new Medic for next
Thursday. He hopes to-have it in service by July 1, 2024.

Painting is scheduled for the, week of June by

Chief Connor presented a resolution for out-of-state travel for Battalion \,hxei Dudley to aitend
the ImageTrend conference in Minnesota. Mr. Ferguson asked if there was online training that
BC Dudley couild complete as opposed to incurring costs for an out-of-state conference. Chief
Connor explained that he already approved and paid for this conference, so he is asking for

approval retroactively. All the trustees agree that the fire department must minimize expenses.

M:. Femusoh inquired about the reimbursement from UKG for the fire timekeeping/Telestaff
module that the township was expecting. Mr. Collins reported that they applied the credit to-the
HR Ready module.

Chief Connor requested an executive session to discuss personnel at the end of the meeting.

Ms. Beckett-Hill nade a Motion to pass Resolution No. 240605F1. Be it Resolved, to
approve out of state travel for Battalion Chief Travis Dudley to attend the Image Trend,
Connect 2024, conference in St. Paul, MN, July 23, 2024, through July 26, 2024. Cost not to
exceed $3,000.00 out of fund 21 11-220-58018 (Other Expenses - Training). Cost includes
conference ye;:,lstratmn meals, transportation, lodging and miscellaneous unexpected
expenses. Ms. Mollard seconded the Motion. Vote: Mollard and Beckett Hill- Aye,
Ferguson-No.

Ms. Mollard discussed the Annual report that the fire department is putting together. She made
some edits to content and would like Mr. Ferguson and Ms. Beckett-Hill to look at the
messaging. This will be a critical communication piece if the township moves forward with a
levy. Ms. Mollard explained that Mr. Collins, Mr. Zappitelii, Ms. Rogers, and the Chiefs met
with legal counsel 1o discuss the potential levy and deadlines to get on the ballot in November.
A decision will need to be made by the end of June so that iegal counsel has the month of July to
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work on it and then certify in August. Plain Township will have to adopt its initial piece of
legislation at the July 10" meeting to allow 10 days for the county to certify the amount back.
Then the township will need to adopt the second piece of legislation July 24™. There was
substantial discussion surrounding additional revenue streams, specifically the TIFs and
commercial abatements. There is a consensus that the City of New Albany should be making the
township whole on commercial abatements and the Village Center TIF. The trustees believe that
the residents need to know that they are subsidizing the commercial abatements. This accounts
for approximately $650,000/year. The trustees decided to attend the New Aibany City Council
meeting on June 18" to make a formal request of the city. AC Ecleberry would like the city to
understand that the township should be involved in planning the development because the fire
department must service the area. Ms. Mollard is concerned with the lack of time for planning
and communicating the township’s need to the community. Ms. Mollard acknowledged that the
members of the city eouncil are concerned about the fire department and the school district going
for a levy at the same time. AC Ecleberry also pointed out that the school district was not talking
about a levy last fall either. Mr. Ferguson would like to understand the numbers and the millage
that the township is going to ask for as well as the projected expenses and revenues, and then
promise that the township will not be back on the ballot for 5 years. The current forecast
assumes the township is fully staffed and no new staff are added, no vehicles are added, a very
conservative $100,000 per year for facility needs, a 10% escalation for health insurance, and a
3% salary increase. Ms. Beckett-Hill is concerned with how-skinny the township has made the
forecast. Large, unforeseen expenses are sure to arise, and the township will need the cushion to
cover those potential costs. Mr. Durik committed to talking to Mr. Stefanov and ecommunicating
the township’s needs. .Doing a replacement of the 1983: levy will give a net increase of 3.25
mills. It is a simple message to the voters, and it gives the township the flexibility to do build a
substation and cover the big capital repairs. Ms. Mollard is concerned about two big asks -
between the township and the school district. A 2 mill levy would cover operating costs for
several years but-would not necessarily allow for growth. Mr. Collins is working on several
different options. Everything depends on how much, if any, money we get from the City of New
Albany.

FISCAL OFFICE

The Home Depot credit card statement was presented.

Ms. Mollard made a motion to convene the Township Records Commission. Ms. Beckett-Hill
seconded the motion. The Township Records Commission was continued to the next meeting.

TRUSTEES

Ms. Mollard reported that the New Albany Parks Department still does not have a commitment
from the City of Columbus on utilities. They continue to explore other options.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mrs. Mollard made a motion to adjourn into executive session at 8:46 p.m. pursuant to
Ohio Revised Code 121.22 (G)(1) for personnel. Mr. Ferguson seconded the motion. Vote:
All Aye

Myr. Zappitelli. Mr. Collins. Chief Connor and Chief Ecieberry attended the Executive
Sessioi.

Ms. Mollard made & motion to elose out of executive session 9:28 p.m. Ms. Beckett-Hill
seconded the motion. Vete: All Aye

ADJOURNMENT

Ms. Mollard made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:29 p.ia. Mr. Ferguson seconded
the motion. Vote: All Ave
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