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The Plain Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at 6:30p.m. at the Fire· Stfition, 9SOO 
JohnstQwn Road, New Albany, .OH 43054. 

M1~. Ferguson called the meeting to· order. Mr. Ferguson led the Trustees in the Pledge of 
Al1egiance to the flag. 

Roll Call: Members Present: Dave Ferguson, Kerri M_olla~d, and Jill Beckett-l;Iill. Others present: 
Fis.caL Officer Bud Zappitellj, Township Admiryistrator Ben Collins, Chief Connor, As'sistant Chief 
Ecleberry, ·Finance Officer Courtney Rogers. Visitors present: ·Dave Wharton, Frank Weaver, 
Carlo Burns, Phil Riazzi, Tedd Hardesty, Scott Dodson, Adam Hill anq Sam Hill. 

.SWEARING IN OF ELECTED OFFICIAL 

Ms. Beckett-Ifill was sworn in by Ms .. Mollard. 

,ELECT'ION OF 2024 OFFICERS. 
' 

Ms. Mollard made •a motion to appoint Ket;.ri Mollard as Chair and Jill Beckett-Hill as Vice ' 
Chair. Ms. Beck~tt-Hill secol}ded the motion. Vote: Ms .. Mollard. and Ms. Beckett-Hill -
Aye, Mr. Ferguson -No. (Resolution 24011001) 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 
.. 

Ms. Rogers added Resolution B 1. Mr. Collins added Resolution A 7. Mr. Ferguson requested a'n 
Executive Se.ssion for purposes of cQinpensation after the Parks update . Ms. Mollard moved the 
citizens' cotnments to after th,e Parks ,update and before the Ex~cutive session. 

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS 

Ms. Mollard made a motion to pay the pendin:g warrants In the amount of $606,684.30-. 

Ms. Beckett~Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution ~4011002) 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

. ,Ms: Mollard made a motion to table the December 4, 2023 Board of Trustees Special Meeting 
minutes .. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 2401100:}) 

Ms.Beckett-Hill made a motion to appr.ovethe December'6, 2023 Board of Trustees Special 
Meeting m,inutes. Ms. Mollard.seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 24011004) 
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Ms. Beckett-Hillm~de a motion to approve the December ·6, 2023 Board.of'J:rustees Meet~ng 
minutes. Ms.'Mollard seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye .. (Resolution 24011005) · 

Mr, Ferguson made a motion to approve the December 12, 2023 Board of Trustees Special 
Meeting minutes. Ms. Mollard ~econded the motion. Vote: AJI Aye. (Resolution 240.11006) 

Ms. Mollard m~de a motion to approve the December 27, 2023 Board 'of Trustees Special 
Meeting minutes. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye, Mr. Ferguson 
abstained. (Resolution 24011 001) 

NEW ALBANY PARKS A.ND RECREATION. 

Dave Wharton presented the current architectur,al renderings of the new Fieldhouse. They are 
expectingto break ground this summer·and construction sho_uld take approximately 14 months. 
NA :Parks is currently working on incr.easing staff and reaching: out to companies for 
partnerships. 
The Fieldhouse is a thi·ee-building complex which will house turf athletic fields, hard surfaces 
for tennis, basketball, and track and a community space with meeting rooms, games rooms, and a 
roof top deck. . There will not be a pool' or free weights. There will be approximately 300 
parking spaces. The plan is currently just above $45 Million. · 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

·Mr .. Ferguson made a motlon to adjourn into executive session at ?:29 p.m~ pursua11Uo 
Ohio ~evised Code ~.2l.22 · (G)(1). for compensation. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. 
Vote: ~II Aye 

Mr. Zappitelli and Mr; Collins. attended the Executive SessioD;~ 

Ms. Molla'r~ made a motion to close out of executive session at7:50 p.m. Mr. Ferguson 
seconded. the motion. Vote: All Aye 

ADMINISTRATOR 

Mr. Collins reported that the HRA program ·has :transitioned to· iS0lved. The· 2023 costs were 
$·188,00.0, averaging $3300/employee. 
The Fnmklin·Co,unty Engineers estimate for the Clouse Road project was $450,000, with OPWC 
·a)¥arding $153 ,000. The project is at 60% design and, the most recent cos.t estimate came ba~k at 
$626,000 but the Franklin County Engine.er's office is hoping it is a mistake in one of the cost 
components. 
The pool slide to.we( projec.t is mo~~ing forward and they are issuing construction bonds. There is 
a 3'0% initil:j,l deposit requir~d by Whitewater. Construction is expected to take 3 weeks after 
L~bor Day 2024. Mr. Collins had applied to the ·Ohio·House of Representatives for a sta~e 
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Capital grarit:(or the s.lide tower but they are Hot awarding the grant until next spring so Mr. 
· Collins does· not 'think th~t this will gualify. He will look for ·another proje.ct.. 
The Ft:anklin County Soil and Water agreement increased $500.- The i'ncrease_ is attributable to 
the number of inspections they completed on pehalf of the Township. They also offer a $50 
incentive for the Backyard Conservation Native Plant Program. 
Mr. ,Coll\ils w<;mld like to participate in the -OTA Coalition for 'Large Townships. He ~elieves 
Plain Township has some common interests and would like to see if there 'is-any value for the 
Township. 
The McCoy Center Capital Replacement Fund increased $500 this y~ar. 
Mr. Collins is also gathering 'information on loca] pool_rates for 2024. He will present options to 

· the Board at- a later ll).eeting.' · · 

Mr. Ferguson: made .a Motion to pass Resolution No. 240110Al.. Be it resolve~: To set .. the · 
2024 q~ileage r~imbursement rate at $0.67' in accord~nce with_ IR,S ~llowaqces and any 
subsequent.changes thereto. Ms_. Q'eckett-Hill seconded tlie :M:otion. Vo.te: All Aye. 

Ms. Bcc_kett-Hill inade aJVIotion to pass Resolutio~ ·No. 240HOA_Z. 

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised .Cod.e § 510.107 -author_izes a boar<l of township-tr.ustees to 
appropri~te from the townsh~p genenH revenue fund money~ .not appropriated f9r any 
o,ther purpose to an organization that the board determines seryes a community purpose 
a[\d that is exempt from federal taxation un_der subsection 501(a) .and described in 
subs~ction 501(c)(3) of the "lnternal Revenue Code of 198'6,"' 100.' Stat. 2085,26 iJ.S.C 1, as 
amended; apd ' · 

WJIEREAS, Plain Township has entered into the Secon4Amended and Restated Jo:int 
Operating Agreement for- the New Albany Community Arts Center- (hereinafter referred to 
_as the "Operating Agreement"), .whi~h .provide in Section 8 .. ~ that· ea~h. Owner slia,ll ' ·­
annually deposit in the sa~e proportion as their ownership provided in Section 3 ~2 , the 

dollar .~mount necessary to fund the Capital Rep_air ~nd .Replacement Fund of the McCoy 
Center for the Arts; and _ 

WHEREAS·, Section 8.3. of the Operating Agree~ent provides ,thatthe Capita: I Repairs and 
Replacements funding -from each owner w.ill be deposited into a separate Capital Repair 
and · Replacement Acco_unt maintained and managed by the New Albany Community 
Foundation; _and · 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 6.6 of the Oper~ting Agreement, the Board·.of 
. ' ' . 

Education-of the New-Albany- Phtin Local School District has, in cooperation and 
consultation with the City, the Township, the community Foundation and t_he Board of 
Directors, prepared, a Five-Year-Capital Repa_its, Repla~~ments, and Improvement Plan, 
which include.s, by ~ategory,, bu~geting-for. Capital Repairs/Replacenients a~d for: Capital 
Additions or Improvements; and. · 

'I 

,. 
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WHEREAS, the Owners have reviewed and appr.o:ved the .Five-Year" Capital Repairs; 
Repl~cements, arid Improvement Plan as pr.eseitted. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PLAIN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF 
TRUS'l'EE.S, FRANKLIN COUNTY, OHIO: 

Section 1. That the New Albany Community"Foundation is ·determined to be an 
organiza,tion that serves a community purpose and is exempt from 'federal taxation under 
subsection 501(a) and describe.<;l in subsection 50t'(c)(3) of the InternaLRevenue Code of 
1986, as-amended; and 
Section 2. . That th~ funds contributed to the New Albany Community Foundation for 
the. Capital Repairs/:Replacemen~s· of the McCoy Cente'r for the Arts wiil se1-ve a · · 
community purpos~; and · 

Section 3. That the am01;mt of $29,495 be set aside and paid to the New Albany 
Comqm,nity F<;mndatjon· from fund ·1000..:610.:..58003 (NA Comm F(in-Perf.Arts-Capital 
Fund Donation), for the purpose of'funding Plain Township's · proportjona~e shar~ of the 
McCoy Center for the Arts Capital Repairs and Replacements according to Section 8.3 of 
the Second Amended and Restated· Joint Operating· Agreement' for the New· Albany 
<:;ommunity Arts Ce11ter. 

Section4. That this Board of Trustees finds and determines that all formal actions of 
this Boatd concerning this legislation we~e taken in an ·open: meeting of this· Board, all in . 
compli.ance with Ohio law including Section· 1.21.22 of the Ohio Re\lised Cod e.-

Section 5. That this Resolri'tion is declared tb be in full force and effect from and a:fter 
the earliest per;iod allowed by law. 

Ms. Mollard ·seconded the Motion. Vote: All Aye. 
' I 

~ ,, 

Ms. Mollard m~·de a Motion to pass Resolution No. 240110AJ, Be·it resolved·, that the Plain 
Town.ship Board of Trustees hereby designates th,e township administrator as ·the bo~rd 's · 
des~gnee for public recor~sand open meetings training in . c~mpliance ·with ()hio ·Revised 
Code ·§ 109.43. Ms~ Beckett-Hill seconded the Motion. Vot_e: All Aye. · 

Ms. Moll~rd' made, a Motion to pass .Resolution No. 240llOA4. Be it resolved, that the 
Board ·of. Trustees hereby··approyes ail intergovernmental agreemtrnt with the Franklin Soil 
and Water Conservation District for the provision of technical and educ~lional services for 
the calendar year 2024 as detailed in the 'attached agreement, in order to comply with· the 
National Pollutant Qis~harge Elimination System permit.then in effect, and authorizes the 
township administrator to execute this agreement for and, on behalf of the Board of 
Trustees of -Plain .Towns'hip and to authorize payment to .the Franklin Soil· and Water 

.._} Conse11~ation D'istrict for the 2024 .calendar year in the amount ~($2,670 and up to an 

'' 

'· 

\ ·' 



.,. 

,· 

January 10, 2024 
Page 5 of 8 

.additional $500 in resident Incentives, to be paid-out of fund 1000-110~53060. (General­
. CQntra~tual Servic~s). ·Ms .. B~ckett-flillsecorided the M,otion. Vote: All Aye. 

Mr. Ferguson made' a Motion to pass Resolution No·. 240110A5. 

WHEREAS, Section so·5.241 of the Ohio Revise<}· Code grants the authot:ity to a hoard of 
township trustees to authorize its elected officers to join an as~och\tion or ~on profit 
organization formed for the improvement of township-government; and 

WtJEREAS, Section 505.241 ofthe Ohio Revised Code futther grantsth~ at,~thority to .. a 
board of township trustees to appropriate from its general funct' an ~unount sufficient to 
pay the due$, subscription costs, or membership-charges of'such associatitm or nonp·rofit 
organization; and 

WHEREAS, the Coa:litiori ofLar,ge Ohio Urb~p Townships (lrereinafter referred to .as 
CLOUT), which is part of t,he. Ohio. Township As.sociation, qualifies as an as·sociation or 
nonprofit organization formed ·for the improv.ement of township government within the,. 
meaning of Section 505.241 of the Ohio Revised Code; and· . 

WHEREAS, Plain Towns,hip is .eligible to be Jl inember o,fCLOUT based·. on it~ 2024 · 
certified budget of $16,848,495; and 

WHE~EAS,· the Bo~rd desir;es to partic_ipat~ as· members ofCLOUT; 

NO·W THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED. THAT '_the Board of Township Trustees-of ., 
Phiin Town,ship, Franklin County, Ohio hereby authorizes .Piain Township to become a 
me~ber of CLOUT, as ·part of the Ohio· Township Association, .and to P,ay the $200 annual 
CLOUT membership dues. 

Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the M.otion. Vote: All Aye. 

Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 2401lOA6. Be it Resolved to 
approve a. 3.5 - 0/o wage.iucrease for all township emp.loy.ees beginni'ng witl;l the first pay 
period that begins in 2024. 1\ls~ -Mollard second_ed · tlie Motion . . V ~te: All Aye. · 

Ms. Moll'ard made ~ - Moth:~n to-pass Resolution No. 24011QA6. 
WHEREA-S, MARY -LIGJITBODY has_ been a· n~_sident of unincorporated Plain To'Ynship 
since 1999-; and 

WHEREAS, MARX L'IGHTBODYwas elected to the .Ohio !I.ouse·ofRepresentatives in 
No.v.ember·2018 repr:esenting Pla~n ·Township and N~w Albany; and 

. WHEREAS, ·MARY LIGHTPOD.Y has supported and advo<;ated for Plain Township a·nd 
Its residen_ts as a State Representative; and - · 
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WHEREA:S, MARY LIGHTBODY has worked. to support the priorities and objectives ' of 
Plain Township and its ,board· of trustees; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES, PLAIN 
TOWNSHIP, FRANKLIN. COUNTY, OHIQ: 

That Plain To"fnship Trustees Dave Ferguson, Kerri Mollard, and Jill Be~ke~t-Hiitwould 
.like to extend th'eir thanks and appreciation to State Repre.sentative Mary Lightbody on 
behalf'Of the T,ownship and residents for her advoc~cy and support' of ~lain Township and 
the entire community. 

Ms. Beckett-Hiil seconded the Motion. Vote_:· AIIAye. 

ZONING 

Mr. Collins reported th'at there was ho opposition to a variance request for a. detached garage on 
Bevelhymer Road . 
Rick Otton from Clouse Road reached out and expressed int~rest in serving on the Zoning 
Commi'ssibn. Richard Martir1 will serve a~ the BZA alternate. 

Mr. Ferguson 11_1ade a M.otion to pass Resolution No. 240110Zl. Be it r~solved, that the 
Plain Township Board of Trustees hereby re-appoints Richard Mar~in, a resident of. the 
unincorporated territory of Plain Township, to serve a~ an alternate. on the Board of 
ZoningAppeals for .a term. ending on December 3'1, 2024~. Ms. Beckett-Hill se':onded the 
M~tion. Vote: All_ Aye~ · 

·'ROAD/MAINTENANCE 

Mr. Pharris was not in. attendance, but he did submit a Maintenance· report. The T<;>wnship used 
57 tons of road salt in 2023 . . Staff are .currently working on repairing the Fire Station: rotunda 
and checking on the pool. All wiper, blades have been replaced on the trucks. The c~b for the 
Gator is by in g. shipped th!s ;week . . 

Ms . .Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass_Resolution No. 240110Ml. Ue ·it resolved, to pay 
TruGree_n Commercial Services of 461 Enterprise Drive, Lewis center, Ohio 43035 up to 
$8,847 ~6~ for lawn treatment and fcrtiliz~tion for 2024 to jncludc services for the following, 
f~cilities: · · · · 

Maplewood Cemetery: $6,216.~8 (2041-4t0:.5.8099) Cemetery-Other Expenses 
Fire Station: $1,654.58 (2111-220-58099) Fire Uis.trict-Other Expenses-Mise 
Aquatic Centerc: $976.86' (2171-610-58099 Pool-Other Expenses 

TruGreen Commercial Services 
461 Enterprise Drive 
Lewis Center, Ohio 43035 

Ms~ Mol!ard secooded the Motion. Vote: . All Aye.. 

' , 
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Chief Connor reported that 2023 runs were flat over 2022. F<?ur interns were promoted to· Part­
Time. Chie( Connor is trying to get the Fire Station voting location changed to a different' 
location. He feels that it i,s diswptive and· has communicated this to the B.oard of Elections. 
Chief Connor was told that it is too close to the Primary to change but that the location will be 

. changed for the General Election. · 
Chief requested a dflte for another Strategic Plan \\(orkshop with the Trustees. It was decided to 
do this during the Regular Board meeting on, February 7, 2024. 
The Fire department is having weekly meetings with ImageTrend to work on the 
implementation. 
The Fire Departm~nt recei'ved th<;: Safety Trailer back. and the Chief would li.ke to look into 
selling,it. . 
Chief Ecleberry reported on a Fire the previous night on Tippett Roa9. lt is believed that it 
started at an electric vt;nt fan i·n the .bathroom. The fire was 'mostly contained to the bathroom 
but it did do some damage in the attic. Harlem, Monroe, Mifflin, and Jefferson. Townships all 
responc;led, as well as the. City of Westerville .. 

Mr. Ferguson made a Motion to pass Resolution No. ~40110Fl. Be it Resolved, that the 
Board of Trustees hereby adopts the attached.job description for the. full-time position of 
Fir~ Mats hal with a minim.um pay equal to the lieuteJ:lant 40.:.hour tate and a maximum 
.pay equal to the captain 40-hour pay rate~ Ms. Mollard se.conded the Mot.ion. Vote: All 
Aye. 

The Fir~ Marshall job description was changed to Exempt. 

Ms. B.~ckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. 240HOF2. Jle it resolved to 
approve payment to Heritage Fire Equipment in an amo.unt up to $25,000 ·for fire 
equipment repairs out of fund 2111-220-58024 (Fire Distdct-Repairs-Non-Routine). 

Her:itage Fire Equipment 
2162 Cloverleaf Street East 
Columbus, Ol:I-43232 

Ms. Mollard seconded ·the Motion. Vote: All Aye. 

Ms. Mollard publicly teoognized Terry Guthrie .for his sen-: ice and wished hirh well . 

. FISCAL OFFICE 

The credit card statements were presented. 

Ms. ·Mollard made a 1\:lotion.to pass Resolution No. 240110Bl. Be 'it Resolved; to increase. 
appropriations in. Ft,md.2904-220-55000 ARPA. First Responder:s Retention Grant Fund by 
$18,130.00. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the Motion. VQte: All Aye. · · 

.... 

. ' 
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Ms. Beckett-Hill asked for an update 0n the Township ' s utilities, power and gas. Mr. Collins 
enter~d into contracts and matc\led ur: ,the future renewal dates to expire in October of2027 

Mr. Ferguson asked abol!t special meeting agendas and when tney can be changed. Mr. Collins 
explained that once the Special Meeting notice has beeh.sent out, 24 hours ahead of the meeting, 
the agenda cannot be changed. Prior to the notice being published, the agenda can chang~. 

· ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. Mollard made a motion to adjourn the meeting .at 8:45 p.m. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded 
the motion. Vote: All Aye 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 

--~--------~----~-~--~--
David Ferguson. Trustee 


