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· RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

Minutesof Meeting 

f'" ·,, 

.Plain Township Board of Trustee Meeting 
• \,I ~ C ' • 

.. . 
The Plain Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at 12:00 p.m: at the Fire Station, 
9500 Johnstown Road, New Albany_, OH,43054. 

Ms. Mollard called the meeting to order, Ms. Mellard ,led the Trustees in the Pledge.of Allegiance 
to the flag. . .., 

Roll Call: Members Present: .. Kerri Mellard and Jill Beckett-Hill. -Others preserit: Fiscal Officer 
··· · Bud Zappitelli, Administrator-Ben Coll iris, Chief Connor, AssistantChief Ecleberry, 'Maintenance 

Supervisor Bobby Pharris, and Finance Officer Courtney Rogers. Visitors: present: Mike Durik, 
To~ Rubey, and residents: Richard Martin, Jeff Heuerman, and Lori Wilson, 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA· 

Ms. Mellard requested an Executiye Session for employment and discipline .. 
, ' 

PAYMENT OF THE,BILLS' 

Ms. Beckett-Hit~ made a motion to pay the-pending warrants i~ the amount of $850,352.26,._ 
Ms. M_o~lar~ seconded the motion. Vote: All Aye. (Resolution 230~2101) 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Ms. Beckett-Hill made a motion: to approve the May, 17, 2023. Board of Trustees Meeting 
minutes as submitted, Ms. Mollard. .seconded the motion. Voter- All Aye; (Resolution 
23062102) . 

Ms.·Moll~rd,.mad~ a motionto approve the JuneZ, 202-3 Boardof Trustees Meeting minutes 
-
1
• as submitted. l\1s. Beckett-Hill seconded the motion. Vote: .. ~11 Aye. (Resolution 23062103) · 

NACO DEVELOPMENT'UPDATE -TOM RUBEY . 

Mr, Rubey attended the meeting to give a .general update on development-from theNew Albany . 
Company. .Mr, Rubey presented.a map of the area.• He reported thatthe New Albany Company 
acquired unincorporated land East of Mink Road in Plain Township. TheCity of New Albany 
will be spearheadingthe widening.of Mink Road. TheNew Albany Company also filed an 

1 • -annexation with the, city of Johnstown for land North of Green Chapel Road. Mr. Ru bey. also 
.reported that Microsoft acquired I ~O acres 'ofland on the West side of Beech Road, North of Jug 
Street. The business parkis divided into five campuses, which account for 20 Million square' 
feet and.25,000,employees. · ., 
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' . Ms. Mollard.inquired if there are plansto connect Clouse Road to Beech Road. Mr. Rubey 
explained ·that the extensions of Clouse Road and Walnut Road have been· discussed but there are · 
wetlandsprohibiting the extension.of Clouse Road and a traffic studyadvised against the- . 
extension o{ Walnut Road. M~. Collins explainedthat it might be· beneficial in• the future Jo; the 
Clouse Road residents to have a second way outas development continues. Mr. Rubey also 
discussed the lack of connectivity between 70 and 71. · The New Albany Company has met with . ' . . . . ) " . ' 
ODOTand they agreethat this needs . .to beaddressed. Ms. Beckett-Hill inquired about · · 
residential development. Mr.Rubey has been following the long-range planning analysis of 
Jamie Green and the Evans FoundationinLicking County. The Evans Foundation has. . 
emphasized the need to diversify residential.opportunities .. M's. Mallard asked for an update .on 
the landat the old Winding. Hollow Golf and Country Club. Mr. Rubey explained-that a portion 
of that land wastakenfor the AMGEN,project.· There is another zoning application with the City. 

·: .. ·· of New Albany for 80: acres ·in Franklin County to rezone for corporate offices. · · · ' 

: .... 

CITY LIA:SON-MIKE DURIK 

Mr. Durik reported that the New-Albany qty Council metlast night There ~as a presentation 
from Miracle League where, they explained thatthey are partnering with Adaptive Sports , 
Connection to expand the offerings of the Miracle League baseball field. The proposal included 
trails, an.adaptive -soccer.field, and a-~ O,OOQ square foot barn facility to be 1:1s,ed for educational 
purposes and programs, 'They are iii the midst' ofa fundraising campaign and havesome large 
corporations.andorganizations that are willingto put a s~bstantial amount of money into the 

· upgrades. Some of.the land needed for this project is owned by Plain Township. 
'The New Albany City Council also lleard .J st readings for ordinances related to liquor licensing. 

, · _: There is a provision where in the center, of town that is considered "wet" lands there is a· petition 
that would allow for an ·expansion of additional liquor licenses. Withoutthis allowance, a 'l • 

' restaurant would have.to.acquire a liquor license somewhere else and bring it into thearea. The 
Steiner development; also known as NoN}\, is. looking for a similar certification request. It is a 
dry area and there are no liquor licenses in •that space. If this isapproved by City Council, irwill. 
g~ 'onthe' ballot, in November and the residents of New Albanywould vote for whether liquor . 
licenses would be -permitted in' that area. , . . . . 
Mr. Durikalso updated the B~atd cm the City's Juneteen'th eventat the Hi~son Amphitheater. 

·· He reported that .it. was very well attended and the City received good press: · : 
A soft opening for the new pickleball courts out'at,Bevelhyqjer is scheduled for Fr.iday, June 23',. 
2023. The fonpal dbbon .~utting is scheduled for July il, 2023. . .. ,. · · . :• .. _ 

•. '. ... . 

. ' 

ADMINISTRATOR 
'· ,>. 

l\fs. Beckett~Hill m_ade a Motion to _pass.Re,solu_tion ~o. 23062lA1. - 

Wherea~, the Plain·Townsliip Board of Trustees has approved a pool manageµient contract, 
' .including. ·opening and .closing, with S~imSaJe Pool Man~genient, Inc. for the 20~3 pool-· . •' . . ' ' . . 
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season, according 'to an addendum i'n the amount of.$231,288 out of fund Zl71'-6rn-53060 . . 
(Pool - Contracts). 1, .,, 

I• 

~e it resol~ed, to Set aside and_p'ay·the August· pool management payment in the amount of 
.$46,257.60 from fund 2171-610~53060 (Pool,... Contracts) according to the attached schedule. 

• • • • ~• :: ' l, • 

Ms. Moll_ard seconded the Moti~n .. Vote: A_II Aye ,,1 

·· ZONING 
·, ',., 

'), 

Mr. Collins reported: that the.Board of Zoning· Appeals continues to be active, There is. another . 
variance.request for a resident on Walnut Street to add a garage-for ahomeoffice space, This··/· 

.. has been scheduled for a public hearing. The Rocky Fork Blacklick Accord metand approved ." 
the requestto rezone:78· acres.on Babbitt Road adjacent to Winding Hollow. That will go to the 
City of New Albanyforrezoning from Rural-to Limited General Employment Center. '. · 

Mr:· Collins also reported that the Zoning Com~ission met o~· June 16th and concluded the public. 
hearing on the rezoning application for 6204 and·6204 Walnut Street. The motion to approve the 
zoning amendment with modificatio~s failed by a-vote of Q-3. The.Z'oning Commission is 
recommending. denial of the application to the Board of Trustees .. The Board of Trusteeshas 30 
daysto hold a public meeting, and.an' additior;ial-·20 :days 'to render a decision. The applicant has' 

; requeste,d a specialmeeting the second week.in July; ". · · · 

I ,t," 

. .. • . •, : , , .- : , • ·t • · ,· , ~ , · · ·•. = • r ·· ·· 
Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to schedule a public hearing on zoning-amendment 03-13- 

. 2023 ~n Tuesday, July u, 2023 at 6:30 p . m. at thePlain Township.Fire Station. MsrMollard 
Jeconded· the Moti.oQ. Vote; All Aye · · ·. · , 

I ,. ' • .• 

,; 

1 ~· 

,' ', 
, .· 

• 'Mr.,Zappitelli, asked ifthe applicant is.allowed ~o withdrawal _the application, ~nd go back to the 
residents to fi~d a ,resblutiori. that ·would work for the land use. Mt. '.Collins. explained th~t it is 

• within the applicant's rights ~s _a.property 'owner to amend their application but that the Board has· 
· a.responsibility to stick.to the statutory timeframe. . . .. · · 

•'.· 

r ·~ 

'ROAD/MAINTENANCE- 

Mr. Pharris reported _th.~t there'were.a·c.ouple· o/issue·s ~t thepool, the track for the garage door '. 
'needs tobe repaired .. This.was a management company error. The pool heater.is working ' 

. properly.' The pool is also not losing water. The storm water improvement-on Wilbur·Road is, 
· · starting today. ' ' 

.. .,.; " 

. ,. 
,, 

•\' 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT 

. Chief Connor reported thatthe Fire Department-is-receiving many requestsfor CPR training. 
I , •. , , I ..,. , .• ~ , ,. , \ 

Chief Connor also updated the Boardon the Strategic Plan. The next step is to develop the· , 
,, ' mission, vision; and values for the fire department, and he is hoping to finalize the Executive 

Summary at the.nextplanning meeting on Friday. . .. 
Chiet'Cotjµor also noted that Part-timefirefighter Samantha Dague just graduated from •'' .- 
paramedic school·. ·\ , 

. The fire department is also still working on the overtime and code of conduct policy changes. 
' ,, ... • • '• ,• • • •' I • • 

-·, '\ 

'.I. 

-Mr.Collins explained.that the Fire·st~tion, phones' are· currently part of a shared MECC- phone 
system. · He explained jhat.a number-~f those fire departments have mo;ed to individua] .systems 
and Plain Township will 'be the 'only remaining department ~n this shared system by the end of 
the summer: For this re~son; ·Mr. Collins ts reccimmending that the fire department-move t~· 8x8, ·. 

· which is thephorieservice that the Township ofr.°oe',current\y uses. Becau~e of the short;' window. 
to make1his transition, Mr. Collins is recommending.the fire·depart~ent lease the 
'equipment/phones for ,1 .year and research the· ~qlJiprhent they· want to purchase next y~ar. 

Chief Ecleberry presented the-new special events 'fee schedule. :He·tep~rted that-the fo-'e· .. : . 
department has received up to 2'.3 .eventrequests peryear, The fire department will not/charge 
for the community events suchas the 4th of July and Founders Day. 'The fee schedulewould be 
in 'effect through 2024'. Chief Conn~r also .~oted that the fire department is handling some of the 
future .events. with on-duty staff ver{us special-duty .. firefighters based: on the 'history of the· event, 

' , ' ,. • ' -, • • •( • • I 

Chief Ecleb~rry' also reportedto the Board that he would like to send two· more firefighters to 
Res~ue Technician Training this year. A firefighter needs. this certification to .be on the Central 

• I " • • l ., • 

. Ohio Strike Tea111. The fire department.currently has.lvmembers with.this certification; 
' . 

· however, the target number is' 20-24.' , · · ' ·' ._. · · . ,: ; · · · ' 

I ,• 

• I 

Ms. Beckett-Hill made a Motion to pass Resolution No. ·230621Fl. .Be it resolved.to amend 
the Plain To·wnship·::fire department special duty, fee ~c,he~ule effective January i,: 2023 
accordi1rg tQ the attached fee schedule. Ms; M9llard seconded the M·otio'u.-Vote: All Aye , 

, • I • 

Ms. Mollard.°inade_a Motion to pass Resolutio'n-No. 230621'F2. Be it res~lv'ed.to approv~ costs 
to ··r,epla~e the 'fire statioµ ph~ne,system. and an. agr~emehf with '8x8 f~r 'vorr' pho~e-servic~_ 
for 12 months according to the-attached proposal; This will be paid. o'ut of fund 2111-220- 
5.3058 (Fire District-Utilities:.Telephone). Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded the Motion. Vote: All 
Aye.'. 

',,' • '-1_,, 



·,1 

June 21, 2023 
Page 5 of(; 

Ms. Mollard made a Motion to p_ass Resolution' No. 2306:2'_1F3. Be i~ ~esolved to 'approve 
training.~o.r firefighters-Bryan Cantrell and Matt Tempi! to attend a Fir.,e Resc.ue Technician 

, Training Program, The amount. will not exceed $13,200;00 for course registration fees; 
· lodging, meals, and expenses, Th~ program· will be· held at Washington ·Township Fire 
"TrainingComplex..Dublin, Ohio as well as sites in_ Troy and Dayton in conjunction with 

.. Bowling Green University ori scheduled.days between-June and November of 2023; Th•~ will 
- be paid out of fund ·21.il.-220-58018 (Fire District-:Othe~- Expenses-Training). l\JS. 'Beckett- . 

, . . l 

, Hill seconded the Motion. Vote: ~II Aye 

FISCAL 'OFFICE- 

The May 2023 Bank Reconciliatio~ and Month End reports werepresented, ' 
., J _- '."· .' ' • ',, '. • ' ,. 

Ms .. _B~~kett~Hill ,n~de a Motion to pass Resolution 'NQ. ,230621Bl .. ·Be it Resolved: .· To 
· . accept the 'attached 202~ 'Fax Budget and submit it to the Franklin County Auditor's .Office. 
Ms·. Mollardseconded the l\iotio~; .&oil Call Vote:·AJI Aye. · 

• . ' l . • ' I 

~ ,,., ' 

'• 
·, 

NEW .BUSINESS 

Ms. Becke.tt~Hill reported that.the roof company will.be atthe fire station next Monday or ·~ . ' 

Tuesday. 
' ' ' 

· Ms. Mellard wanted.topubliclyrecognizethe passing of SandyHarbre~ht, a. longtimeNew 
Albany-resident. '' 

" 

·E:XEGUTIVE SESSION .,.,1 .. 

',,. 

·,, 

Ms. Mollard made a motion to adjourn into executive session at 12:54· p.m. pursuant to 
Ohio .Revised Code 121.2_2 (G)(l) for employment, discipline, and dismissal.. Ms. Beckett- 
Hill seconded· the motion,- Vote: All Aye · 

Chief Connor, .Assistant Chief Ecleberry, Mr. ZappitelH, and Mr. 'Collins attended, the 
Executive Session .. Attorney Tom Spyker also attended 'the executive session. 

. . \ ' 

, 
'• 

Ms. Mp'llard made a motion to close out of.executive ses~ion at r:.18 p.m, Ms, Beckett-Hill 
seconded .the motion. -Vote. l\UAye ,.- . 

' . . ,, 

ACTION TAKEN: · . .. 

Ms, Moliard made a- motion to authorize the Township :Adm,inistrator, Ben Collins, to work ,.t 

· with legal counsel to finalize an employee separation agreement. Ms. Beckett-Hill seconded 
the motion. Vote: All Aye. · · 

I' 

I• 
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·The property owners of 6202 and 6204 Waln~t Stre~t asked for-an open.dialoguewith. the Board 
of Trustees before adjourningthe meeting, however Mr. Cd II ins exp fained that the.appropriate 
time topresent any informationto the Board of Trust~es would be at themeeting on July 11, 
2023. - - - . 

J· ·- 
\ ,,,. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
' . ,_..,, \ 

Ms. Mellard made a motion-to ~djourn the meeting at 1:·22 p.m. 
th_e motion; Vote: All.Aye · · 

Ms; Beckett-Hill seconded 
\. 

, . 

BOARD OF 'FRUSTEES; . 

. , .. ·'; 

. , ·- DavidJerguson, ·Trustee ,, .,;· ·~· 

. ~ ~oll~rd, Trust~e· - - - · · -~- 

. ", 

l .· 

''>., 

' (i 

., . ,, 

. ',.·, 

•.' _i, 
>' 


