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Upcoming Events
October 3

FD 24rd Annual Open House

November 10

Zoning Commission

October 6

Board of Trustees

November 11

Offices Closed-Veterans Day

October 12

Zoning Appeals

November 17

Board of Trustees

David Olmstead
daveolmstead@plaintownship.org

October 14

Zoning Commission

October 20

Board of Trustees

Tom Rybski
trybski@plaintownship.org

October 21

Rocky Fork Blacklick Accord

October 31

Halloween

December 1

Board of Trustees

December 9

Zoning Commission

Board of Trustees
David Ferguson, Chairman
dferguson@plaintownship.org

Fiscal Officer

November 18 Rocky Fork Blacklick Accord
November 25

Thanksgiving Day

November 26 Offices Closed-Thanksgiving

Bud Zappitelli
PTFO@plaintownship.org

November 2

Election Day

November 3

Board of Trustees

December 14

Zoning Appeals

STAFF

November 9

Zoning Appeals

December 15

Board of Trustees

Township Administrator
Ben Collins
bcollins@plaintownship.org

Fire Chief
Jack Rupp
jruppr@plaintownship.org

Maintenance Superintendent
Bobby Pharris
bpharris@plaintownship.org

Finance Officer
Courtney Rogers
crogers@plaintownship.org

DEPARTMENTS
Fire & EMS
614-855-7370 (Non-Emergency)

Maintenance
614-855-9015
Administration & Zoning
614-855-2085

Maplewood Cemetery
614-855-2085

Household Hazardous
Waste Drop-Off
The Solid Waste Authority of Central Ohio
(SWACO) provides free Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW) disposal
services for all Franklin County residents.

Trash collection and
recycling is provided
by RUMPKE.
To set up service or for information,
call 800-828-8171 or visit:
www.rumpke.com.

Regular HHW drop-offs can be made at
645 E. 8th Avenue, Columbus, Ohio
43201. Visit www.swaco.org for hours and
a complete list of accepted items.

Weekly collection is scheduled
for Thursdays. Seniors receive a
10% discount at age 60+

SWACO holds mobile collections around
Franklin County each quarter. Dates for
the mobile collection drives can be found
by visiting www.swaco.org.

 Newspaper, magazines, catalogs,
telephone books

Used Oil • Antifreeze • Paint Thinners
Turpentine • Polishes Drain Cleaners •
Adhesives Kerosene • Propane • Bleach
Insecticides • Vehicle Batteries Pool
Chemicals • Old Gasoline

 Cardboard boxes (broken down
into 3 x 3 ft. sections)

Curbside recycling includes:

 Mail, computer paper, brown bags
 Paperboard (i.e. cereal boxes)

 Plastic and glass bottles and jars
 Aluminum cans, siding and gutters
 Steel soup, food and aerosol cans

Plain Township Fire Department
24th Annual Open House
Join the Plain Township Fire Department and the Firefighters Local 3850 to
celebrate the 24th annual fire department open house Sunday, October 3rd from
10:00 to 3:00. Due to public health concerns related to COVID-19, activities will
be scaled back again. There will be no chili cookoff and all activities will be
outdoors. Please check the township website and social media for further details.
As Fire Prevention Week approaches the Plain Township Fire Department wants
to remind residents to Learn the Sounds of the Smoke Alarm. What do the sounds
mean? Is there a beep or a chirp coming out of your smoke or carbon monoxide
alarm? Knowing the difference can save you, your home, and your family.
“It’s important to learn the different sounds of smoke and carbon monoxide
alarms. When an alarm makes noise—a beeping sound or a chirping sound—you
must take action!” said Fire Chief Jack Rupp, “Make sure everyone in the home
understands the sounds of the alarms and knows how to respond. To learn the
sounds of your specific smoke and carbon monoxide alarms, check the
manufacturer’s instructions that came in the box, or search the brand and model
online.”
If you have questions or need assistance with smoke or carbon monoxide alarms
call the Plain Township Fire Prevention department at 614-855-7370.

NEW ALBANY, OHIO

Fire Station Roof
Replacement
Construction will begin on October 4 to
replace the bay roof on the fire station.
Work will include removing and
replacing all shingles, replacing all
sections of rubber membrane roof,
rebuilding the faux chimneys, replacing
structural insulated panels as needed
and repainting the interior of the roof
structure. Construction will not impact
emergency operations and is expected to
be completed by the end of the year.

Maplewood Cemetery
Driveway Repairs
Pavement repairs on driveways. Parking
lots and approaches are planned for
Maplewood cemetery. Access to the
cemetery will be maintained throughout
construction but visitation may be
impacted by this project. Please check
the township website and social media
for updates.

Finance Officer
Courtney Rogers was promoted to the
position of finance officer in January
after serving as accounting assistant.
She holds a bachelor of science degree in
finance from The Ohio State University
Fisher College of Business. Mrs. Rogers
has a background in financial analysis,
business operations and payroll.

Fire Department Staffing

Failing Septic
Systems

Plain Township’s longest serving
firefighter is Battalion Chief Joe
Brown. After serving Plain Township for
over 30 years, Chief Brown will retire later
this year. Please join us in congratulating
Chief Brown on an incredible career. Chief
Brown grew up in New Albany and
graduated from New Albany High School in
1988. In 1991 he received his paramedic
certification from Grant Medical Center and
was hired as one of the first full-time
firefighter/paramedics
at
the
Plain
Township Fire Department.

Septic systems treat wastewater from
household plumbing fixtures (toilet,
shower, laundry, etc.) through both
natural and technological processes,
typically beginning with solids
settling in a septic tank, and ending
with wastewater treatment in the soil
via the drain field. Most septic
systems fail due to inappropriate
design or poor maintenance. These
conditions can cause hydraulic
failures and contamination of nearby
water sources. The most serious
documented
problems
involve
contamination of surface waters and
groundwater with disease-causing
pathogens and nitrates. Other
problems include excessive nutrient
discharges into sensitive waters,
which increases algal growth and
lowers dissolved oxygen levels.
More information on sewage
treatment systems can be found at
the Ohio EPA.

In 1995 Joe was promoted to the rank of
Lieutenant. In 2005 he was promoted to the
rank of Captain. And in 2013 he was
promoted to the rank of Battalion Chief.
Chief Brown serves as the EMS Coordinator
and Public Safety EMS Instructor, holds
certification for Fire Safety Inspector, and
completed the Ohio Fire Executive Program,
which is conducted by the Ohio Fire Chiefs
Association and the Ohio State University
College of Business.
Veteran firefighter Dan Gilmore
has been promoted to Fire Safety
Inspector in the Fire Prevention
department. Inspector Gilmore has
been working with long-time Fire Safety
Inspector Woody Hoffer this year to
conduct annual inspections and safety
reviews. Inspector Hoffer will retire at
the end of this year, after serving as Fire
Safety Inspector since 2008. Thank you,
Inspector Hoffer, for your many years of
service.
Congratulations
Inspector
Gilmore on your new position. Fire
prevention and fire safety are primary
goals for the department. The office
works with the NAPLS school district,
Safety Town, New Albany Economic
Development and the local business
community to prevent fires and improve
fire safety.

Election Day will be here soon
Below are some guidelines to ensure
that political signs comply with
township zoning regulations. No
permits are required.
Plain Township Zoning Resolution
Section 425.03.9 Political Signs
a)

No political sign shall be posted in any place or in any
manner that is destructive to public property upon posting
or removal.

b)

No political sign shall be posted in a public right-of-way
nor shall any such sign be posted on a utility pole.

c)

Candidates for public office, their campaign committees, or
other persons responsible for the posting of campaign
material on public property are responsible for removing
those campaign materials following the election.

Assistant Fire Chief
Yard Waste Guidelines
Plain Township does not have curbside leaf
collection. Residents are responsible for their
own leaf removal. Please do not rake your
leaves to the curb as they clog the storm sewers
and create additional problems.
Rumpke Services include yard waste
collection. They will pick up your leaves on
your scheduled trash removal day if you place
them in trash containers CLEARLY LABELED
“YARD WASTE” or bag them in paper yard
waste bags (available at garden or home
improvement stores).

Plain Township is seeking an Assistant Fire Chief who will succeed Chief Rupp
within 12 months. Chief Rupp plans to retire at the end of 2022 after 20 years of
service to Plain Township, including 18 years as assistant fire chief, and 49 years of
total fire service. The selected candidate will spend up to 12 months working with
Chief Rupp to advance the department and prepare to take over the role of fire chief.
The Assistant Chief will need to balance the needs of the Fire Department with the
collective needs of the township, and demonstrate political awareness. The full job
description and position recruitment are posted to the township website.
Interested candidates should submit a cover letter, copy of credentials and resume
to Township Administrator Ben Collins at bcollins@plaintownship.org by
September 30. Initial review of applications will begin on September 15. Initial
interviews will be scheduled in October.

Smoke Alarms for
Hearing Impaired
There are special alarms and devices to
ensure everyone can be alerted in case of
fire or high CO levels.
 When the smoke alarm sounds, strobe
lights flash to alert people who are deaf
or hard of hearing of a possible fire
when they are awake.
 When they are asleep, a pillow or bed
shaker should be used to wake and
alert them to fire conditions so they
can escape. This device is activated by
the sound of a standard smoke alarm.
People who are deaf may find that the
shaker paired with a high-intensity
strobe light is helpful to wake them.
 Smoke and CO alarms can be installed
that use a low frequency sound. These
will work better to wake a sleeping
person who has mild to severe hearing
loss.
 These special devices and alarms can
also signal when the battery is low.

Learn the Sounds of
Fire Safety
 A continuous set of three loud beeps beep, beep, beep - means smoke or
fire. Get out, call 9-1-1, and stay out.
 A single chirp every 30 or 60 seconds
means the battery is low and must be
changed.
 All smoke alarms must be replaced
after 10 years because they are no
longer effective.
 Chirping that continues after the
battery has been replaced means the
alarm is at the end of its life and the
unit must be replaced.
 Make sure your smoke and CO alarms
meet the needs of all your family
members, including those with
sensory and/or physical disabilities.

