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Smart Smoke Alarm Systems
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Firearms in Rural Areas
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Zoning Commission

Zoning Appeals

December 16

Board of Trustees

Household Hazardous
Waste Drop-Off
The Solid Waste Authority of Central Ohio
(SWACO) provides free Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW) disposal
services for all Franklin County residents.

Trash collection and
recycling is provided
by RUMPKE.
To set up service or for information,
call 800-828-8171 or visit:
www.rumpke.com.

Regular HHW drop-offs can be made at
645 E. 8th Avenue, Columbus, Ohio
43201. Visit www.swaco.org for hours and
a complete list of accepted items.

Weekly collection is scheduled
for Thursdays. Seniors receive a
10% discount at age 60+

SWACO holds mobile collections around
Franklin County each quarter. Dates for
the mobile collection drives can be found
by visiting www.swaco.org.

▪ Newspaper, magazines, catalogs,
telephone books

Used Oil • Antifreeze • Paint Thinners
Turpentine • Polishes Drain Cleaners •
Adhesives Kerosene • Propane • Bleach
Insecticides • Vehicle Batteries Pool
Chemicals • Old Gasoline

▪ Cardboard boxes (broken down
into 3 x 3 ft. sections)

Curbside recycling includes:

▪ Mail, computer paper, brown bags
▪ Paperboard (i.e. cereal boxes)

▪ Plastic and glass bottles and jars
▪ Aluminum cans, siding and gutters
▪ Steel soup, food and aerosol cans

Congratulations to Jack Rupp
the new Fire Chief of the Plain
Township Fire Department!

NEW ALBANY, OHIO

When Do Your Smoke
and Carbon Monoxide
Alarms Expire?

Chief Rupp was promoted to the position of
Fire Chief for the Plain Township Fire
Department on July 23, 2020 upon the
retirement of Fire Chief John Hoovler.

Smoke alarms and carbon monoxide
alarms can only save your life if they are
maintained, tested and work.

In addition to his promotion to Fire Chief,
the State Fire Council announced Chief
Rupp was selected as the recipient of the
2020 Ohio Fire Service Distinguished
Service Award for his dedication,
leadership, and contributions to the fire
service.

Know your system. Does your system
require you to manually change batteries
twice a year and check functionality every
month? Does your system check itself?

Chief Rupp joined the Plain Township Fire
Department in 2002, as Assistant Fire Chief.
He will oversee operations, training, fire
prevention and EMS billing, human
resource management, planning and
budgeting.
Chief Rupp is a member of the Board of Directors of the Ohio Fire Chiefs Association
and Chairs the Association’s Safety, Health, and Wellness Committee. He also serves
on the Columbus and Franklin County Homeland Security Advisory Committee and
the advisory group for the Central Ohio Strike Team (Ohio Region 4 USAR).

The sensors in smoke alarms and carbon
monoxide alarms expire.

Check the manufactures product
information
for
expiration
and
maintenance information.
Some 1st generation smart systems expire
in seven years and stop working on
specific dates. Smoke alarms should be
installed in every sleeping room, outside
each separate sleeping area, and on every
level of the home including the
basement. Each of those smoke alarms
will need to be replaced when they
expire.

Chief Rupp has served on the Ohio EMS Board and is a founding Board Member for
the FCFF / Grant Medical Center Paramedic Program and still serves on that Advisory
Board.
Chief Rupp has over 45 years of fire service experience. Serving Madison Township in
Franklin County for over 27 years. During that time, he served as a Firefighter /
Paramedic, EMS Officer, Company Officer, Battalion Commander and Executive
Officer.
Chief Rupp's educational background includes both formal and technical training. He
is a certified paramedic, public safety instructor, fire safety inspector and hazmat
technician.
He and his wife Carol, have three sons and a daughter. All three sons have chosen

If you have questions concerning smoke
alarms or carbon monoxide alarms
contact the Plain Township Fire
Department, Fire Prevention staff at
614-855-7370.

CHIEF JOHN HOOVLER RETIRES

Discharging
Firearms in
Rural Areas
Some residents have expressed
concern about firearms in Plain
Township. While it is illegal to
discharge firearms within the city
limits, it is lawful in unincorporated
areas of Plain Township under
certain conditions, including:
• Shooting must be confined to one’s
own property or property where
the shooter has permission from
the property owner.
• Ammunition rounds must not
leave that property and not pass
over a roadway.
• Shooting may not take place on a
public road.
• Rounds must not pass within 100
yards of a house, park, school,
church, inhabited dwelling, or
property of another.
• Shooter must not be intoxicated.
• Shooter may be criminally
prosecuted for injury or property
damage caused by their rounds.
If you see or hear shooting that you
consider unsafe, please immediately
call the Franklin County Sheriff’s
non-emergency number at 614-5253333. A deputy will investigate the
situation and provide the shooter
with information about appropriate
shooting practices

Don’t just recycle. Recycle Right.
There are a number of items, like yogurt cups, plastic and foam food containers,
plastic bags and wire hangers that many people think are recyclable in their curbside
bin but really aren’t. And improper items can cause serious delays and added expense
to the recycling process.
Due to Covid-19, residential solid waste collection has increased 30% in Franklin
County. Recycling is more important than ever now. The amount of waste being
generated by Franklin County is staggering. In fact, each year, over 2.5 million tons
of waste are generated by residents and businesses – enough to fill Ohio Stadium four
times. And even though about half of that material is being recycled or composted,
over one million tons of waste still finds its way to Franklin County’s landfill every
year.

The Chief, Officers and Firefighters assemble each morning at 0800 in the bay of
the fire station for roll call. When the time hits 0800 the public address system
opens for all the entities that are part of the Metropolitan Emergency
Communications Center (MECC). The Dispatcher greets all the departments and
reads the list of Officers in Charge for the shift. The final role call for a Firefighter
is emotional. The final role call is honored MECC wide by the dispatcher reading a
biography of the firefighter’s career accomplishment.
The staff of the Plain Township Fire Department would like to share with you the
recognition and celebration of a lifetime of service by Fire Chief John Hoovler.
MECC Morning PA Message July 24th 2020 at 08:00 Honoring Fire Chief John
Hoovler:
“On behalf of the members of the Plain Township Fire Department, as well as all of
the member agencies of MECC, we would like to congratulate Fire Chief John
Hoovler on his retirement from the Plain Township Fire Department. Chief Hoovler
retires today at 1500 hours with an impressive 47 years in the fire service.
He began his journey back in 1973 when he signed on as a volunteer firefighter with
the Johnstown Volunteer Fire Department. He spent 14 years as a volunteer before
being hired fulltime in June of 1987. Throughout his 21 years at Johnstown he
served at every rank level from firefighter to Lieutenant, Captain, Assistant Chief,
and was the Fire Chief for 3 of those years. He served a quick 6-month tour as a
fulltime firefighter with Madison Township Fire Department in Franklin County
before being hired as the Fire Chief at Plain Township in October of 1994.
In his 25+ year tenure as Fire Chief, he has overseen Plain Township’s transition
from one of the last volunteer fire departments in Franklin County into one of the
premier fulltime career departments in Central Ohio with an ISO Class 2 rating. He
was also instrumental in the formation of MECC as one of its founding members
back in 2004.

Proper recycling helps a lot more than the environment. Fewer resources earmarked
for landfills means more resources available for well-paying community jobs.
Reusing and recycling materials also creates opportunities for new product
innovations and technologies.
New Albany and Plain Township have partnered with SWACO to make recycling
right as easy as possible for you. Over the next few weeks, you’ll be receiving helpful
recycling reminders and information in the mail.

Maplewood Cemetery

Chief Hoovler will be spending his retirement days with his wife of 40 years, 3
daughters, 8 grandchildren, 4 great grandchildren, and 59 head of cattle on the
farm. Chief, your presence will be forever felt at Plain Township and MECC-wide.
There will always be a hot cup of coffee with your name on it waiting for you at the
station.”

Plain Township Fire Department
Drive Through Open House!
The Plain Township Fire Department will be hosting a Drive Through Open House
event on Sunday, October 4, 2020 from 12:00PM – 3:00PM.

Plain Township residents, including those living within the City of New
Albany in Franklin County, may purchase graves at Maplewood Cemetery
at a reduced rate. The resident rate is a significant discount. Please consider
your plans before moving out of the township or city. All purchases must be
cash or check.
Grave price

Resident

Non-Resident

Section 8

$1,000

$2,500

Other Sections

$700

$1,500

Service fees
Opening/Closing

$700

$700

Sat Open/Close

$1,000

$1,000

Cremation

$400

$400

Sat Cremation

$500

$500

Foundation

$0.75/sq. in. minimum $150

Due to COVID-19 our regular exhibit guests, activities and the Firefighters Chili
Cookoff has been rescheduled for next year!

Yard Waste Guidelines
Plain Township does not have curbside leaf
collection. Residents are responsible for their
own leaf removal. Please do not rake your
leaves to the curb as they clog the storm sewers
and create additional problems.
Rumpke Services include yard waste
collection. They will pick up your leaves on
your scheduled trash removal day if you place
them in trash containers CLEARLY LABELED
“YARD WASTE” or bag them in paper yard
waste bags (available at garden or home
improvement stores).

Guests and Junior Firefighters are asked to stay in their vehicles, and wear their
superhero masks, as they drive through the fire department bay to visit the
Firefighters and fire trucks!

Kitchen Safety
• Never
leave
cooking
food
unattended. Stay in the kitchen
while you are frying, grilling or
broiling. If you have to leave, even
for a short time, turn off the stove.
• If you are simmering, baking,
roasting, or boiling food, check it
regularly, remain in the home while
food is cooking, and use a timer to
remind you that you’re cooking.
• Always keep an oven mitt and pan
lid nearby when you’re cooking. If a
small grease fire starts, slide the lid
over the pan to smother the flame.
Turn off the burner, and leave the
pan covered until it is completely
cool.
• Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3
feet around the stove and areas
where hot food or drink is prepared
or carried.

