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October 2

Board of Trustees

November 12

Zoning Appeals

October 6

FD 22nd Annual Open House

November 14

Zoning Commission

November 20

Board of Trustees

October 8

Zoning Appeals

David Olmstead
daveolmstead@plaintownship.org

October 10

Zoning Commission

October 16

Board of Trustees

November 28

Thanksgiving Day

Tom Rybski
trybski@plaintownship.org

October 17

Rocky Fork Blacklick Accord

November 29

Offices Closed-Thanksgiving

October 31

Halloween

Fiscal Officer

Bud Zappitelli
PTFO@plaintownship.org

STAFF
Township Administrator
Ben Collins
bcollins@plaintownship.org

Fire Chief

John Hoovler
jhoovler@plaintownship.org

Maintenance Superintendent
Bobby Pharris
bpharris@plaintownship.org

Finance Officer

Cindy Powell
cpowell@plaintownship.org

DEPARTMENTS
Fire & EMS

614-855-7370 (Non-Emergency)

Maintenance
614-855-9015

Administration & Zoning
614-855-2085

Maplewood Cemetery
614-855-2085

November 21 Rocky Fork Blacklick Accord

December 4

Board of Trustees

November 5

Election Day

December 10

Zoning Appeals

November 6

Board of Trustees

December 12

Board of Trustees

November 11

Offices Closed-Veterans Day

December 19

Board of Trustees

Household Hazardous
Waste Drop-Off
The Solid Waste Authority of Central
Ohio (SWACO) provides free Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW) disposal
services for all Franklin County residents.

Trash collection and
recycling is provided
by RUMPKE.
To set up service or for information,
call 800-828-8171 or visit:
www.rumpke.com.

Regular HHW drop-offs can be made at
645 E. 8th Avenue, Columbus, Ohio
43201. Visit www.swaco.org for hours
and a complete list of accepted items.

Weekly collection is scheduled
for Thursdays. Seniors receive a
10% discount at age 60+

SWACO holds mobile collections around
Franklin County each quarter. Dates for
the mobile collection drives can be found
by visiting www.swaco.org.

 Newspaper, magazines, catalogs,
telephone books

Used Oil • Antifreeze • Paint Thinners
Turpentine • Polishes Drain Cleaners •
Adhesives Kerosene • Propane • Bleach
Insecticides • Vehicle Batteries Pool
Chemicals • Old Gasoline

 Cardboard boxes (broken down
into 3 x 3 ft. sections)

Curbside recycling includes:

 Mail, computer paper, brown bags
 Paperboard (i.e. cereal boxes)

 Plastic and glass bottles and jars
 Aluminum cans, siding and gutters
 Steel soup, food and aerosol cans

Plain Township Fire Department
Celebrates Its 22nd Annual Open
House!
October 6, 2019 from 10am to 3pm

The Plain Township Fire Department and the Firefighter’s Local 3850 invite
you to join us for a firefighter’s lunch, meet the firefighters and learn about fire
safety!
The field will be filled with bubbles again! Be sure bring a change of clothes
and towels! Check out the new Plain Township aerial ladder, the medical
helicopters, State Highway Patrol, Red Cross and antique fire trucks and
equipment!
PARKING NOTE: Due to construction parking will be available at the Marburn
Academy parking lot across the street. A shuttle will be provided.
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Storm Water Tips

Fire Department Officer Promotions

It is that time of year again- fall is
here! Plain Township would like to
remind you of the importance of
preventing stormwater pollution
while you make the most of the fall
season. Stormwater is formed when
rainwater makes its way into storm
drains or runs off our properties
directly into streams.

The Plain Township Fire Department would like to congratulate Captain Chris
Pabst and Lieutenant Jason Moore on their recent promotions. The Officers were
sworn in on August 21, 2019.

Leaves are falling, and their improper
disposal poses a threat to our water
resources. Leaves swept into the
street can easily make their way into
the nearest creek or stream.
Fall is the time for seeding and
fertilizing your lawn. If excess
fertilizer is applied, however, it
cannot be absorbed by the soil and
washes away with the rain.
Dispose of leaf litter and yard
waste in a compost pile and
never
in
the
street
or
stream! You can shred yard and leaf
waste to use as mulch or fertilizer for
your yard and garden.
Do
not
use
fertilizers
immediately before a rainstorm,
and do not apply them in
excess. Always follow the directions
on the bottle for safe application and
disposal whenever you use a chemical
product.
Reduce outdoor and
household chemical use as much as
possible.

The promotional process is a lengthy and intense process for the firefighters.
Firefighters interested in an officer position must meet specific criteria before
they are eligible to apply for the promotional process. Lieutenant and Captain
applicants must complete a series of written tests and interviews, one that
includes a panel of three fire chiefs from outside the department. The top
candidates move forward in the promotional process. The candidates then
interview with the Plain Township Fire Department Officers, Township
Administrator and Plain Township Trustees.

Yard Waste Guidelines
Plain Township Trustees are asking residents not to rake leaves, grass, or other
organic refuse into the street or into a nearby ditch when doing yard work. These
materials only end up blocking the drainage system. Furthermore, leaves and
grass clippings reduce oxygen in the water (affecting fish) and add materials that
would not otherwise get into the water system.
These extra leaves lead to clogged drains and ditches, increasing the possibility of
local flooding during heavy rain events. Leaves and other yard waste are collected
by Rumpke.

The leadership skills required in the fire service are demanding. Each year we
lose approximately 100 firefighters in the line of duty and approximately 100 to
suicide from PTSD. Fire service personnel are also at an increased risk for
cancers. Firefighters who choose to pursue leadership position carry a
tremendous responsibility of providing the best care for their community and
demonstrating leadership skills that support the health and wellbeing of their
fire department family.
There is a sign in the fire department that says “Everybody goes home”. The
residents of Plain Township, the firefighter’s families and the Plain Township
Fire Department are fortunate to have such dedicated leaders.

•
•
•
•

Election Day will be here soon
Below are some guidelines to ensure that
political signs comply with township zoning
regulations. No permits are required.
Plain Township Zoning Resolution
Section 425.03.9 Political Signs
a) No political sign shall be posted in any place or in any manner that is
destructive to public property upon posting or removal.
b) No political sign shall be posted in a public right-of-way nor shall any
such sign be posted on a utility pole.
c) Candidates for public office, their campaign committees, or other
persons responsible for the posting of campaign material on public
property are responsible for removing those campaign materials
following the election.

Fall is a great time to restore soil health in
your yard. It’s also a perfect time to start a
compost pile with the raked-up yard waste! A
compost pile started in the fall will ensure
there’s enough time for the pile to be ready
come spring. Flower beds and vegetable
gardens will benefit from the addition of
organic matter due to stimulated microbial
activity
For additional information on how and what
to compost, visit the Ohio Environmental
Protection
Agency’s
(EPA)
guide:
http://epa.ohio.gov/portals/47/facts/
citizens_guide_to_composting.pdf

Include the following:
•
•
•

•

•

NO trunks, stumps, logs, plastic bags, pots, food waste, rocks, dirt or
pumpkins.
Weight: Each bag, bundle, container, or item should not exceed 50 pounds.
Branches: Cut to 4 ft. or shorter. Tie into bundles (no wider than 2 ft.) with
string or twine.
Loose Material: Place in biodegradable bags or rigid containers marked “Yard
Waste.” Do not line with plastic bags.
Holiday Trees: Remove decorations then cut trunk and limbs to 4 ft. or
shorter. Tie into bundles with string or twine.

Consider Composting

Home fire escape planning and drills are
an essential part of fire safety. A home
fire escape plan needs to be developed
and practiced before a fire strikes.

•

Yard waste is organic waste generated during regular household gardening and
landscaping (grass clippings, leaves, twigs, branches, shrubbery).
•

Home Fire Escape
Planning and
Practice

Not Every Hero Wears a Cape.
Plan and Practice Your Escape!
The theme for fire prevention week this year is, “Not Every Hero Wears a Cape.
Plan and Practice Your Escape!” The campaign works to educate everyone
about the small but important actions they can take to keep themselves and
those around them safe.
NFPA statistics show that in 2017 U.S. fire departments responded to 357,000
home structure fires. These fires caused 2,630 fire deaths and 10,600 fire
injuries. On average, seven people died in a fire in a home per day during 2012
to 2016.
“In a typical home fire, you may have as little as one to two minutes to escape
safely from the time the smoke alarm sounds. Escape planning and practice can
help you make the most of the time you have, giving everyone enough time to
get out.
For more information on making a home fire escape plan visit the National Fire
Protection Association at www.nfpa.org, public education, basic fire escape
planning. If you have questions about your home fire escape plan contact the
Plain Township Fire Department, prevention department at 614.855.7370.

Drawing a map of each level of
the home, showing all doors and
windows
Going to each room and pointing
to the two ways out
Making sure someone will help
children, older adults, and people
with disabilities wake up and get
out
Teaching children how to escape
on their own in case you cannot
help them
Establishing a meeting place
outside and away from the home
where everyone can meet after
exiting
Having properly installed and
maintained smoke alarms

